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FILM REVIEW MAGAZINES
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EMPIRE
 Whilst analysing Empire magazine, I found that it catered mostly to a male audience. Empire magazine offers ‘middle-brow’ reviews and information concerning mainstream/conventional cinema, big Hollywood blockbusters.
 The magazine articles feature more comical and engaging approaches, as well as imagery; they allow the pictures do the talking. Though that said, a balance between text and imagery is maintained.
 Reviews are fairly informal and fail to include in-depth descriptions about the movie. This is suggestive that their audience are most commonly dominated by teenagers and young adults, as censorship on ‘vulgar’ words have not been made.
 There is an accessible educated readership for this magazine. The overall review(s) and magazine in general are quite colourful: offering a youthful and funky aspect to it.
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LITTLE WHITE LIES
 Little White Lies is also dominated by young male adolescents. Although, in contrast to Empire, the audience of Little White Lies prefer independent in-house cinema instead of mainstream cinema.
 The readers young, aesthetic and artsy. This ‘theme’ is incorporated into the magazine as each one offers a unique, futuristic design on the cover and subsequent features/reviews in the magazine. It is not as serious as Sight & Sound but, they are very strict with film reviews. Little White Lies is mostly aimed towards A-level/University students, so teenagers and above towards late 20s readers.
 The magazine itself is not as colourful as Empire, which conveys a slight seriousness about the magazine towards film fanatics and also to students whom are perhaps studying media/film related courses. This is evident through the frequent use of white spaces

Page 4
						

SIGHT AND SOUND
 Sight & Sound magazine is the most serious and detailed magazine out of the three. The readers of Sight & Sound intellectual/academic fans, who will want to be informed of the entire filming process : including names of those who worked on the movie- from the directors to the sound engineers.
 Sight & Sound magazine offers all this knowledge for it’s readers. The typical reader would most likely be a movie critic or future producers as the reviews are very detailed and somewhat harsh as they are critical. The magazine is recognised by the British Film Institute (BFI) for it’s reviews and content. The magazine also offers reviews on international/foreign films. The magazine has a male and female readership with an A-B socio-demographic.
 Ratio of text to image is greater.
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