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The 21st century Digital Learner and The 21st
 Century Teacherby: Liberty M. Gavas
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The 21st century Digital Learner
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1. Creativity and Innovation• Think Creatively• Work Creatively with Others• Implement Innovations 2. Critical Thinking and
 Problem Solving• Reason Effectively• Use Systems Thinking• Make Judgements and
 Decisions• Solve Problems 3. Communication• Communicate Clearly
 4. Collaboration• Collaborate with Others
 5. Information Management 6. Effective Use of
 Technology 7. Career and Life Skills 8. Cultural Awareness
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Integrating 21st Century Skills with Content
 • Connecting the content knowledge to real-world applications and problem situations that enable students to see how what they are learning connects with their lives and the world around them. The work that is asked of students must be authentic work that is relevant and that mirrors real life.
 • Emphasizing deep understanding of the learning by focusing on projects and problems that require students to use the content knowledge in new days and to extend their understanding through collaboration with others.
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• Helping students understand and monitor the thinking processes they are using by including metacognitive activities that ask students to reflect on their use of thinking structures and the effectiveness of the thinking strategies they employed."The highest ranked skills for students entering the workforce were not facts and basic skills; they were applied skills that enable workers to use the knowledge and basic skills they have required."
 • Using technology to help students access, analyze, organize and share what they are learning and allow students to independently locate appropriate tools for the task.
 • Providing opportunities for students to become "creators as well as consumers of published information" (Apple, 2008) by providing oppurtunities for creating and verifying their own entries in collaborative sites and evaluating contributions of others.
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• Engaging students in solving complex problems that require higher order thinking and application of content and that result in new perpectives and solutions to problems.
 • Providing opppurtunities for students to work collaborative as they gather information, solve problems, share ideas, and generate new ideas.
 • Developing life and career skills by creating opportunities for students to become self-directed learners who take responsibility for their own learning and who learn to work effectively with others.
 • Helping students to make connections between subjects, concepts and ideas and with others, including those outside of the classroom.
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Instruction that meets the needs of today's students
 will incorporate:• A variety of learning opportunities and activities• The use of appropriate technology tools to
 accomplish learning goals• Project-and problem-based learning• Cross-curricular connections• A focus on inquiry and the student-led
 investigations• Collaborative learning environments, both within
 and beyond the classroom• High levels of visualization and the use of visuals
 to increase understanding• Frequent, formative assessments including the
 use of self-assessment

Page 8
						

The 21st Century Teacher

Page 9
						

• The Adaptor• The Visionary• The Collaborator• The Risk taker• The Learner• The Communicator• The Model• The Leader
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Facilitating 21st Century Learning
 • Resources• Skills• Curriculum

Page 11
						

The Digital Divide Digital
 Immigrants fall into the following three major groups:
 • Avoiders• Reluctant adopters• Enthusiastic
 adopters
 Natives fall into the following three major groups:
 • Avoiders• Minimalists• Enthusiastic
 participants
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Categories According to a Person's Relationship to
 Technology• Avoider• Minimalist• Tourists• Enthusiastic or Eager Adopter• Innovator
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