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Defining Deviance
 Deviant behavior departs significantly from social expectations.
 Not all behaviors are judged the same by all groups.
 Rules and norms are socially created not individually imposed.

Page 3
						

Functionalist Theories of Deviance
 Deviance occurs when people's attachment to social bonds is diminished.
 Norms are meaningless unless there is deviance from the norms.
 Group coherence comes from a common definition of deviant behavior.

Page 4
						

Durkheim: The Study of Suicide
  Three types of suicide:
 1. Anomic - disintegrating forces in society make an individual feel lost and alone.
 2. Altruistic - for the sake of a higher cause.
 3. Egoistic - occurs when people feel totally detached from society.

Page 5
						

Merton: Structural Strain Theory
 Categories of adaptation to social systems: Conformists accept society's goals and the
 means to achieve them. Innovators develop creative means to achieve
 goals set by society. Ritualists accept the means to the goals, but
 not the goals.

Page 6
						

Merton: Structural Strain Theory
 Categories of adaptation to social systems: Retreatists accept neither the goals nor the
 means of the society. Politically rebellious reject the goals and the
 means of society and substitute other goals and means.

Page 7
						

Functionalism: Weaknesses
 Does not explain: How norms of deviance are first established. Why some behaviors are defined as normative
 and others as illegitimate. How the inequities in society are reflected in
 patterns of deviance.

Page 8
						

Conflict Theory of Deviance
 Links deviance to power relationships and social inequality.
 Crime committed among the poorest is the result of economic status.
 Elite deviants can hide their crimes and avoid criminal labels.

Page 9
						

Conflict Theory of Deviance
 The law protects the dominant class and regulates populations that pose a threat to affluent interests.
 The power to define deviance confers a degree of social control to be used against less powerful people.

Page 10
						

Conflict Theory: Strengths and Weaknesses
 Provides insight into power relationships in definition, identification, and handling of deviance.
 Describes different systems of justice for disadvantaged and privileged groups.
 Less effective in explaining deviance other than crime.

Page 11
						

Symbolic InteractionTheories of Deviance
 People behave as they do because of the meanings attributed to situations.
 Deviance originates in the interaction between groups and is defined by society’s reaction to certain behaviors.

Page 12
						

Symbolic InteractionTheories of Deviance
 W.I. Thomas and the Chicago School: Situational analysis: deviance is a normal
 response to social conditions in which people find themselves.
 People’s actions must be understood in social, not individualized frameworks.

Page 13
						

Symbolic InteractionTheories of Deviance
 Differential Association Deviant behavior is learned through interaction
 with others. People pass on deviant expectations through
 their social groups and networks.

Page 14
						

Symbolic InteractionTheories of Deviance
 Labeling Theory Responses of others is most significant in
 deviance. A person may become deviant because of a
 label, even if he/she did not engage in deviant behavior.

Page 15
						

How Much Crime?
 Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), crime data major source of information on crime and arrest.
 Aggravated assault is the most frequently reported personal crime.
 Understanding crime data requires understanding the many forms of crime.

Page 16
						

Classifications of Crimes
 1. Personal crimes - murder, aggravated assault, rape, robbery
 2. Property crimes - thereat of property without bodily harm (burglary, larceny, auto theft, arson)
 3. Victimless crimes - gambling, illegal drug use, prostitution 

Page 17
						

Types of Crime
 Personal and property crimes White-collar crimes Organized crime Corporate and governmental crime

Page 18
						

Race, Class and Crime
 Arrest data shows a clear pattern of differential arrest along the lines of race, gender and class.
 Poor are more likely to be arrested for crime. African Americans are twice as likely to be
 arrested for crime than are Whites.

Page 19
						

The Policing of Minorities
 Minority communities are policed more heavily. Police are more likely to use force against
 minority suspects. Racial profiling is widely used by police. 

Page 20
						

Gender and Crime
 Women’s participation in crime has been increasing.
 Women continue to be disadvantaged in society are more likely to be in jobs that present opportunities for crimes.
 Rape is one of the most underreported and highest growing crimes.

Page 21
						

Race and Sentencing
 Minority citizens arrested for a crime experience: – Higher bails– Less plea bargaining success– More guilty verdicts– Higher sentences
 42% percent of death row prisoners are black.

Page 22
						

Terrorism
 Motivated by political, ethnic and religious conflicts
 Linked to other forms of deviance: drug trade Technology allows new risks: computer viruses
 and bio terrorism
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