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CHAPTER - VI
 SATYAGRAHA AND ITS PROGRESS (The Second Phase)
 ARTICLE - 1
 (A) Major Demands
 Gandhiji's non-violent campaigns for the restoration of the fundamental
 human rights began to show positive signs on November 4 when officials in the
 Transvaal expressed for the first time their willingness to meet some of the
 major demands of the Indian community. Permission was granted to a number
 of professional Indian residents who were not qualified to enter the colony or
 even to register in accordance with the ordinary regulations. The officials had
 intended to introduce a change in the regulations providing for the issue of
 temporary certificates requiring periodic r e n d . Selbourne's formal letter of
 December 12 forwarded to Botha states:l
 The British Ind~ans' demand that the right of free immigration under the general Immigration Act of the Colony be conceded now to six highly educated Indians yearly in order to minister to the spiritual and intellectual needs of the people ...
 Concessions or not, the lndian community had kept up the pressure on
 the officials as the result of the protest was quite apparent. When an affiuent
 and highly educated Parsi from Charlestown, Natal, volunteered himself to
 enter the Transvaal, the government decided to act with utmost circumspection
 while the officials did not challenge Sorabji Shapurji Adajamia. Instead, he was
 permitted into the colony,2 but deported him later for his refusal to register
 during the period permitted under the law.
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Undaunted, the Indian settlers inundated the officials in Britain and the
 Transvaal to eradicate the law with petitions demanding justice. Selbom's
 letter to Botha was rejected without hesitation and it was followed by the
 unacceptable recommendation of the Transvaal Government 'that temporary
 permits be granted to the priests, professional men and teachers." Anti-Indian
 laws were unnecessary and prejudicial.
 Gandhiji put forward three recommendations, which Crewe felt, as key to
 remedy some of the perplexing problems created by a set of unjust laws. The
 proposals were: (i) the repeal of Act 2 of 1907; (ii) the elimination from the
 immigration act of existing differential bar to the entrance of Asiatic people as
 such; and (iii) the exclusion of the Asiatics, with the exception of a minority to
 be duly exempted, by administrative decision alone.3 The Secretary of State
 said that 'the exclusion of such immigrants shall not be provided for in a
 manner which caused subjects unnecessary humilitation."4
 The controversy centred around the registration of educated Indian
 immigrants admitted into the Union in accordance with the terms of the special
 exemption. Smuts, then minister of the interior in the Union Government,
 informed Gandhiji that such immigrants were free to enter the Union and reside
 in any province without having to register. When Gandhiji had indicated that
 such an assurance was not included in the actual text of the bill,= Smuts
 offered the assurance to introduce an amendment to exempt the future
 immigrants from registration under the terms of the Transvaal Act 36 of 1908.
 Throughout the campaign, the Indians had insisted on sine qua non; for, their
 recognition of any immigration bill ought to be on the basis of the absence of
 the vestiges of ethnic classification in the wording of the law. In a telegram to
 Smuts, Gandhiji demanded that the Indian residents who had entered the

Page 3
						

Union should have the inherent right to reside permanently in any province. A
 just demand it was.
 All through his South African campaign, Gandhiji had absolute faith in
 the essential goodness and rectitude of man and this unerring insight into
 human nature was the fundamental basis of the unqualified success of his
 ventures. He mobilized public resentment and challenged the three-pound tax.
 P. Moon makes the following observation on it?
 The demand for the repeal of the three-pond tax had a considerable appeal to the many thousands of Indians of the labouring class who had to pay it, and there opened a wide area of recruitment to the Gandhi's 'army'. He had always befriended these poor people - he had helped them as a lawyer for little or no reward; he had voluntarily worked as a dispenser in their hospital; he was widely known to be sympathetic to them, and so there was every chance that they would follow his leadership.
 The effectiveness of his campaign was indisputable when Indians were
 organized into burning the special certificates and picketing various government
 offices in the most peaceful manner imaginable. The coal miners were made to
 play an important role in the campaign. ''As if unseen by anyone," Gandhiji
 wrote, "God was preparing the ingredients for the Indians' victory."?
 Victory was lurking in the corner when Gandhiji tried to stop the hemorrhaging
 of the industrious Indian community.
 In March 1913, the Supreme Court in Cape rendered the judgement
 invalidating Indian marriages in South Africa not officiated according to
 Christian rites. The judgment, in effect, was meant to bastardise the Indian
 children whose parents had been married in the country according to the
 traditional Hindu, Muslim or Zoroastrian religious rites. Gandhlj'i appealed to
 the authorities to have the court decision set aside on appeal or to amend it a t
 least to recognize the validity of the lndian marriages. The Government wanted
 to enter the bedrooms of the Indian people. The problem was of considerable
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importance to Indians regardless of their religious persuasion since a great deal
 had depended upon the legal recognition of their offspring. Gandhiji's requests
 were reasonable, but the Government adopted a hostile attitude, declining to
 take the steps necessary to remove the legal impediments from the absurd
 world of South Africa's regulations. (Appendices -7 and 8).
 The problem of the legal recognition of the Indian marriages did have a
 decisive impact upon the course of Satyagraha in the sense that until the
 judgment, Gandhiji had refrained from inviting women to become partners in
 the campaign. The court decision impelled him to cast away the inhibition and
 the women's participation provided great momentum to the mo~ernent.~
 Satyagraha had remained somnolent for a while. A select group of twelve
 Indian women from the renowned Tolstoy Farm was arrested in the Transvaal
 for hawking without license, but later released. Later they were sent to
 Newcastle, a large coal mining region in Natal, to stir up the Indian miners to
 declare strike until the removal of the three pound tax while another group of
 sixteen women, including Kasturba and Gandhiji's close relatives, had gone to
 the Transvaal. They crossed the border but refused to disclose their identity.9
 (B) Imprisonment and Harsh Treatment
 The non-violent steps taken by Gandhiji had positive outcome as the
 ladies added charm to non-violence. The white establishment could not resist
 the charm. The women's imprisonment, Gandhiji felt, "worked like a chann
 upon the labourers in the mines near Newcastlen1o and we have the following
 incisive description of the manner by which the women were treated by a
 system which claimed great virtuosity:''
 The women Satyagrahis were lodged in Marimburg prison. They were treated quite harshly. The food given to them was poor in quality and indeed inadequate
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in quantity. Moreover, they had to work as washer-women. Their health began to deteriorate. One of them, Bhalhaya, a young girl of eighteen, came out with fever to which she later succumbed.
 Gandhiji's Satyagraha proved effective in arousing public opinion against
 the excess of the system and the imprisonment of men and women, particularly
 that of women, and the treatment to which they were subjected in jail, h a d a
 magical spell on the protest as Gandhiji h a d foreseen. The serious
 repercussions of life behind the bars spread like wild f i e beyond the borders of
 t he Union of South Africa, reaching as far as India. A prominent Indian
 political figure, Sir Pheroze S h a h Mehta, who h a d remained detached to the
 Satyagraha movement in South Africa, declared that his,lz
 ... blood started to boil at the thought of these women, lying in jails herded with other orhary criminals, and India, as a whole, could not sleep over the matter any longer. It is time that someone opposed this.
 Gandhiji opposed. He took control of the volatile situation even though
 he did no t have a clear picture of the magnitude of the problem h e was abou t to
 encounter. Refening to the Satyagraha campaign, S.B. Mukhe j i said that the
 "final phase of the struggle was about t o open,"ls arguing:"
 ... Gandhiji was faced with the problem ihe magnitude and difficulties of which he had not clearly foreseen. Strikers in thousands had flocked thither from the mining dismcts around. The ill-eeatment by the mine owners - flogging of the strikers, still in their barracks, permanent cutting off electricity and water, forcible removal of the strikers' belongings by the mines' officials and the like had made it ~ncreaslngly difficult for the strikers to live in the barracks. That was also Gandhiji's advice. The advice was promptly acted upon.
 Gandhji, as the propounder of Satyagraha and the unquestionable leader of the army of Satyagrahis found himself faced with the moral responsibility of feeding as well as accommodating thousands of stnking workers and, at the same time, maintaining order.
 Gandhiji, decided to resolve the problem by marching the cavalcade of
 Satyagrahis into the Transvaal region under the firm assumption that they
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would also be imprisoned forthwith as the Phoenix party on a previous occasion
 for stepping inside the territory without valid certificates. The Satyagrahis set
 out for the border at Charlestown, some thirty-six miles from New Castle.
 Gandhiji, with his commitment to Satyagraha, instructed the Indians not to
 resist arrest if the police decided to handcuff them. He also announced the
 names of those Satyagrahus who would successively lead the volunteers in their
 place. They took a minimum of clothes, sugar, loaves of bread and dhal.15
 Mr. Kallenbach had built mud huts for the Satyagrahis and after offering
 prayers, the Satyagrahis with dauntless spirit set out on the march crossing the
 border on November 6.
 Gandhiji was arrested that evening and was released the next morning.
 He was again arrested on November 8 along with his chief lieutenants. He was
 freed on bail. On November 9, Gandhiji was handcuffed again. On November
 1.1, the father of Satyagraha was sentenced to nine month's imprisonment for
 the love of fellow men.
 All that resulted in a non-judgmental acceptance of Satyagraha. On the
 tenth day, Satyagrahis, under Mr. P. Olak's leadership, were rounded up, put
 on trains to be returned to Natal. They were imprisoned and were soon sent to
 work in the mines as prisoners. P.C. Joshi describes:'6
 The struggle showed that victory was the fruit of firmness, patience and peace .... It had evoked heartfelt sympathy in India and the deepest indignation against the oppressors in South Africa. Lord Harding, the Viceroy espoused the Indian cause in South Africa, and made a momentous speech openly supporting the passive resistance against the invidious and unjust laws, which had undoubtedly created an Empirewide sensation.
 What caused such a sensation? What was the role of Gandhiji's
 Satyagraha in creating a favourable opinion of the struggle? What positive
 response did Satyagraha create outside South Africa? Lord Harding's letter to
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Ciandhiji might answer them. The letter explicitly stated that Gandhiji's
 compatriots in South Africa had taken matters into their hands"17 and also by
 organizing 'passive resistance."lS The letter goes on:lg
 They [the Indian settlers] have the sympathy of India - deep and burning - and not only of India, but of all those who, like myself, without being Indians themselves, have great feelings of sympathy of the people of this country
 (C) The Intermediary
 The Government had expressed consternation at the rising wave of the
 Indian campaign while General Smuts who had refused to have a dialogue with
 Gandhiji, softened his attitude opening u p doors to further t&s through Albert
 Cartwright, an intermediary. As Gandhiji's personal friend and the editor of the
 Transvaal Times, Cartwright had established considerable rapport with the
 Indians a s a well-wisher of their collective aspirations and on his own initiative,
 he met Smuts after Gandhiji had been jailed. Cartwright seemed the perfect
 candidate for negotiations. Smuts welcomed his timely offer as an intermediary
 while the Indian leaders, still a t large, informed Cartwright they would reach a
 definitive decision only after they had received advice from Gandhiji.
 Cartwright carried with him the general framework of the settlement the terms
 of which can be summarised as follows:2'J
 (if that the Indians ought to register on their volition rather than under the terms of Act 11. 1907.
 (u) that the information to be duly provided in the certificate of registration should be decided after prior consultation between the Government and the Indian community.
 (ui) that provided the majority of the Indians had voluntarily registered Act lT, 1907 would be removed and that the Government would adopt necessary steps with the objective of legalising the voluntary regisbation system.
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On January 30, 1908, exactly four decades before Gandhiji was
 assassinated, he held an interview with Smuts after he had returned from
 Johannesburg to Pretoria and both the leaders held discussions with the focus
 on the implications of the original draft and the amendment to the Act.21 A s the
 discussions had ended, Gandhiji was under the assumption that Smuts had
 accepted the proposed amendment to the original draft to repeal Act 11, 1907
 after the Indian settlers had been voluntarily registered. When Gandhiji
 explained the situation to the Indians at a public meeting in the Transvaal, the
 Indian residents greatly disturbed by the general attitude of the officials,
 remained sceptical of the actual intentions of Smuts' proposals. "The Black Act
 cannot be enforced," some expressed concern, "but it would always hang over
 our heads like Damocles' sword."22 The Indian settlers had entertained
 misgivings on the nature of the overall developments as well as the bits and
 pieces of the legislation while they gasped for social justice.23
 If, in the meanwhile, we had registered voluntarily, we would have knowingly played into the adversary's bands, and surrendered the most powtdul weapon in our possession for resistmg the Act.
 The Indians wanted that the "Act should be repealed first, and then they
 should be called upon to register voluntarily."~* The voice of opposition from a
 segment of the Indian community had been symptomatic of the prevailing
 atmosphere as Gandhiji had mentioned in his work, Satyagraha in South Afiim,
 that the Indian black sheep living in the Transvad objected to the conciliatory
 posture of the Satyagrahis towards the Government. The opposition did not
 change the final decision taken by the assembly which, in unison endorsed the
 compromise.
 Gandhiji was obtuse to the obstacles being faced by Smuts who had to
 deal with formidable pressure from a number of parliamentarians from the Free
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State. He intended to safeguard the so-called sanctity of their borders against
 the Indians who had intended to enter their citadels of power.25 I t appeared
 that the outstanding issues would be resolved by introducing changes to the
 bill. Important amendments were introduced to permit the minor children and
 the wives of legal immigrants to enter the Union and to exempt the Indian
 settlers by administrative directives from registration.26 The Government was in
 favour of introducing the changes to section 527 to protect the domiciliary rights
 of the individuals born in the Union, their wives and offspring. The govemor-
 general gave strong assurance to the Indian settlers that section 25 would be
 generously administered.28
 In order to assuage the fears of the lndians in South Africa and the
 Government of India, the Union pointed out that twelve 'will not be arbitrarily
 regarded as the limit"" of the number of permanent admissions, but that "cases
 will be considered on their meritsn3'J in the future. Concerning the status of the
 Orange Free State, Smuts made the following comments:31
 With regard to the Orange Free State, I do not think it gets adopted by Parliament and amendment the effect of which would be the free entry, without the pemiss~on of the Govemor-General, of these Indians into that province, and on that point I, therefore, propose to leave the present Bill before us unaltered.
 At the India Office, Lord Crewe was pleased with the changes which the
 Union Govemment had introduced,32 but naturally, the changes did not satisfy
 Gandhiji. They were short of meeting the demands of the Indian community,
 and he sent the following message to the South African India Committee
 amplifying his position on the issue:33
 As passive resisters in South Africa fighting against the racial bar, smggle must continue if the Government goes back upon the thrice repeated assurances and introduce the racial bar.
 Resisters fight in purely national honour and defending the British Constitution.
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Gandhiji saw the prospects of an equitable settlement on the horizon,
 arid yet out of reach - a. predicament that could cause concern to any one and
 Satyagraha, the core of Gandhism, was the moral equivalent of the humane
 struggle of the Indians to attain their fundamental objectives. The campaign
 had lasted for about five years and while some had fallen on the wayside, other
 stalwarts had courted arrest to rekindle the flames of the struggle. Satyagraha
 Association provided their families with strong support as it was also a critical
 moment for Gandhiji who, since 1906, was too preoccupied with the well-being
 of his fellow-men. His dedication to that cause had brought his once highly
 lucrative legal career to a grinding halt. Gandhiji, under such arduous
 conditions, could no longer provide fiiancial support when the campaign
 required cash to manage the office in Johannesburg, and London and to keep
 the press rolling to print Indian Opinion. Then the Sun shone. In 1910, a
 substantial sum of Rs25,OOO from Sir Ratan Tata, the eminent industrialist,
 proved invaluable at that critical phase of the movement. Besides, Gandhiji
 took immediate steps to cut down the expenditure in every possible manner. In
 times of need he could rely on Indians in South Africa or India and the
 campaign overcame its greatest financial crisis.34 In times of need human
 beings find solutions.
 ARTICLE - 2
 (A) Gandhi ji's Enlivening Influence
 Gandhiji's Satyagraha campaign, as we have already observed, had taken
 long roots in South Africa in the forms of strikes and pickets. Messrs.
 E. Gitsham and J.F. Trembath had provided an estimable portrayal of his
 enlivening influence on Indians and on many others who only had a modicum
 of knowledge of the peaceful agitation:35
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One of the highly remarkable industrial upheavals this count~y has witnessed took place in Natal in November - generally referred to as the Indian strike and also there were at the time some 20,000 labourers working, under indenture in the tea plantations and sugar farms, the collieries, railways and other significant indusbies.
 Mr. Gokhale, the great Indian leader, had some time previously secured a sort of half promise from the Botha Government that the tax could be repealed.
 Gandhiji, in frequent consultations with the Indians% residing in the
 Natal, 'was apparently not satisfied with the slow progress the Govemment was
 making ..."37 The authors continue:38
 Gandhlji accordingly inaugurated a policy of 'passive resistance' among the Indian workers the first condition of which was a suspension from the toil; the Government had made a definite promise to repeal the tax during the ensuring session of the Parliament.
 In order to find an amicable solution to the problems faced by the
 Indians in the Transvaal, Gandhiji, according to R. Huttenback, was 'haunting
 the corridors of Whitehall on behalf of the Transvaal Indians and a delegation of
 Indians from Natal was in London on a similar mission."39 A number of Indian
 employees in the Durban hotels went on a holiday leaving the hotel guests to
 carry on as best as they could while the Indian tailors, printers' assistants and
 saddlers had been missing from their workshops resulting in trepidation among
 those who had greatly depended on their vital services. Referring to the
 strength of Satyagraha, Gitsham and Trembath make the following comments:+0
 (Appendix - 3).
 Of course, the strike did not last long; however, it was a pretty effective demonstration; while it had lasted. Gandhi and his fellow-conspuators were sentenced to imprisonment for nine months; but they were soon released to provide evidence before the special commission of enquiry set up by the Government to which, by the way, they declined to attend. The three-pound tax on the indentured Indian was speedily abolished as a result of the publicity given to the question by this unorthodox method of propaganda.
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On April 19, General Smuts had held further t a k s with Gandhiji a n d in
 a most amiable and ingratiating manner Smurts informed Gandhiji:41
 You belong to a civilization that is thousands of years old. However, ours, as you will know, is just an experiment. Who knows but that the entue damned thing will perish before long. But you say why we do not want Asians here. But as I point out the Natal difficulty being out of the way, I shall cope with the problems here. But I want a little more time. I shall meet the Free Staters. But you should not be aggressive. The whole question, as you well how, will be discussed before the Imperial Conference soon.
 Smuts' request could not change Gandhiji's stance. The General was
 caught on the horns of the dilemma of the unbending Indian attitude and the
 obdurate refusal by the members of the Orange Free State to modify their
 position. By that time, H.L. Harcourt had taken over the duties of Lord Crewe
 at the Colonial Office a n d Prime Minister Gladstone informed him that the
 passage of the bill was laborious a n d argued tha t "the Jews a re hostile. A
 section of the Unionists do not like it because they fear ulterior use of it by the
 Dutch Ministers against the British."+= (The Jewish community in Sou th Africa
 did not particularly appreciate the presence of the Indian merchants. The
 Jewish community did not openly show resentment toward Indians, bu t
 remained aloof from the issue).43 Gladstone's telegram to Harcourt further
 said94
 The Australian method of excluding is generally unpopular. More serious is the fact the repeal of the Cape Colony Immigration Act would allow entrance into Cape of Good Hope of Natal Indians.
 Although the objections of the members of the Free State had rendered
 any step toward progress impossible, the policy adopted by the Government of
 lndia had considerably weakened the bilk45
 ... J.C. Smuts believes best course is to drop the Bill and endeavour to bring in a more acceptable measure next year ... and that he could arrange a tmce with Gandhi tdl a fresh bill was introduced.
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(B) Winning the Battle
 The Secretary of State believed that Smuts was "satisfied that he can
 prevent a renewal of agitation by Gandhi,"*6 and pointed out the f0llowing:~7
 ... and there is no likelihood of Smut's action in dropping the Bill in deference to Gandhi's opposition, and leading to greater eouble in the future by enhancing Gandhi's prestige. 1 doubt whether, in the present stage of public opinion, my Government could have gone any further than they have actually gone to meet my representations
 While Botha and the Government had won the battle in this case, they
 could not gather the fruits of their apparent victory as Botha had to drop the
 Bill altogether denying any serious consideration in the Parliament, unable to
 pass it into law. 1912 marked a milestone following the arrival of Gopal
 Krishna Gokhale, India's exalted political figure, and without doubt, Gandhiji's
 political mentor. Gokhale had kept in constant touch with Gandhiji and the
 problems of the Indian residents for more than fifteen years.48 Beyond doubt he
 was the most important Indian leader ever to set foot in the southern part of
 Africa carrying a message with the blessings of the Indian and British
 Governments.49 Smuts made every attempt to pamper Gokhale, Weated him as
 a state guest showering him with adulation and flattery, besides providing him
 with a private railway car. Red carpets were rolled, wherever he visited in
 South Africa until there were no carpets left in the South African carpet stores.
 The great Indian leader was determined to see the repeal of the three-
 pound tax in Natal, meeting all the prominent members of the Government
 during his epoch-making South African visit. After Gokhale had reached
 Bombay, with a large dose of optimism, he informed a gathering a t the dock
 when rumours started to swirl in the city of a just resolution of the problem:50
 The actual working of the immigation Law will, I expect, become milder and more and more considerate. Then that outrageous imposition, the three-pound

Page 14
						

license tax, will, 1 fully expect, go in the course of the year. In the matter of education also, the position will materially improve ...
 The question whether Gokhale had been assured of the elimination of the
 three-pound tax was of considerable importance and in March 1913, the
 authorities had argued that the Government had planned to "give consideration
 to the questions raised by him-51 (Gokhale), concerning the imposition of the
 tax on the Natal Indians. Still, he had assured that the Government was aware
 of the problem of inequality and that in strict economic terms the proceeds from
 the levy were peripheral a t best. According to Gokhale 52
 I was a told that it was quite necessary for the Ministers to mention the matter immediately to Natal members, and I should, therefore, merely announce in general tenns that the Ministers had promised their most favourable consideration to my representations in the matter and that 1 had every confidence that the tax would be repealed in the new session of the Parliament.
 Meanwhile, Gandhiji had arrived at the conclusion that the promise had
 been made, but that the Government was reneging on its own pledge by not
 repealing the dreaded tax. Gokhale was given the promise to repeal Act 2 of
 1907 and that it was a foregone conclusion that the Government had similarly
 made its commitment to abolish the three-pound tax in Natal and if the
 Government backed off on its word, the Indians would have to renew
 Satyagraha campaign. Gandhiji conceded:53
 If the Satyagrtaha struggle had closed with the repeal of the Black Act. a fresh fight would have been necessary against the three-pound tax, and not only would the Indians have come in for endless trouble, but it is doubtful whether they would have been ready so soon for a new as well as an arduous campaign.
 All the signs had indicated that the peaceful Satyagraha campaign was
 looming and that Gandhiji had set the stage to galvanize the Indians as the old
 familiar problems-the same issues of deep contention-had come to the fore.
 The twin foci of the renewed Satyagraha were (1) polygamous marriage and
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(2) the critical issue of the infamous three-pound tax. The ftax, as the Indians
 had called it, had been a thorn on their side. Gandhiji regarded it as a rallying
 point to call a general strike by the Indian coal miners at the Newcastle coal
 mines and, to demonstrate the great power of Satyagraha as a potent socio-
 political instrument to combat injustice while the Government was yet to make
 its intentions known. Rev. C.F. Andrews arrived in South Africa in January
 19 14 to support the Indian cause and asked Gandhiji whether his position was
 not just a matter of South African Indians' honour. 'Yes, "Gandhiji firmly
 replied, 'That is it, that is it. That is the real point at issue."s4 Honour is the
 crux of an individual's existence. Dishonour is deadly.
 The Satyagraha campaign for justice and honour had not crumbled like
 pieces of rusty metal. When Gandhiji, accompanied by C.F. Andrews, travelled
 to Pretoria to meet Mr. Smuts on January 9, 1914, the nation was on the brink
 of a mammoth railway strike. Gandhiji, with true commitment to peace and
 social harmony, was in no mood to capitalize on the restive labour situation
 confronting the Government, nor was he out to embarrass the officials. In
 contrast to the decisions by countless political figures in identical
 situations, Gandhiji promised to call off Satyagraha until the strike by the
 railway employees came to an end. His decision was an illustration of the
 spirit of brotherhood and compassion typical of the great man despite the
 prevalent strenuous situation. The civilized conduct had a certain impact
 apparently echoing in Smuts' tone. "I do not like your people," he said, "and
 do not care to assist them at all."s5 But his further query was the d e f i t e
 outcome of Gandhiji's eleemosynary attitude9
 But what can I do? You help us in our days of need? How can we lay hands upon you? I often do wish you took to violence like the English strikers, and then we would know at once how to deal with you.
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The hardened General found himself thoroughly disarmed and
 lamented:57
 But you will not injure even the enemies. You desire victory by self- suffering alone and never transgress your self-imposed limit of courtesy and chivalry. And that is what reduces us to sheer helplessness.
 (C) The Common Ground
 The genuine Gandhian ideal again prevailed. On and after January
 16, Gandhiji, along with C.F. Andrews, held negotiations with Smuts and it was
 evident that there was a meeting of the mind. A common ground was reached
 as Smuts asked Gandhiji if he would be content with the abolition of the three-
 pound tax, with the licence retained. Gandhiji felt that the compromise would
 be welcome under the circumstances, for the licence should not be required
 after a three-year domicile in Natal and regarding the problem of marriage,
 Gandhiji would be satisfied provided the statutory recognition was accorded to
 ''de facto monogamous wives." He did not press for new legislative measures
 concerning the entrance of the Indians from another province into the Cape. He
 was in favour of an assurance that the law would not be so implemented that
 the educational test would not be made applicable stressing that the laws of the
 Union be applied to Indians in a just manner and that in the absence of
 fairness the situation would be loaded with problems.58
 In April 1914, the final report of the Indian Enquiry Commission dealing
 with the problem came to light. I t centred around the developments leading up
 to the Satyagraha campaign including an assessment of the events which had
 taken place during the general strike. The report contained the proposed
 changes in terms of law and in actual administrative practice. The report
 merits our close attention:59
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(i) Instructions should be given to the immigration officials to open centres in each province for the registration by Indians residing in South Africa for a period of three years or longer and who presently have or have had more than one wife living in the country. They are free to travel to and from India along with their minor children as long as the husbands continue to reside in South Africa
 (ii) Section 5 (G) of the Immigration R w o n Act of 1913 should be changed to br~ng it into conformity with the practice of the immigration department which was to allow one wife and the minor children by her of an Mian entitled to live in any province, or who may be permitted to enter the Union at a fuhlre time.
 (iii) Legislative measures should be introduced in Act 16 of 1860 of the Cape Colony. Their purpose should be to make provisions to appoint marriage officers chosen from the Indian priests belonging to various religious persuasions in order to officiate maniages in conformity with the recognized religious rites and practices.
 (iv) Legislative measures are required for the purpose of validation by means of regstration of the prevailing de facto monogamous marital relationships. These are understood to be marital unions of one man with one woman according to a system whch recognized the husband's right to wed one ar more than one wife.
 (v) Seebon 6 of the Natal Act 17 of 1895 viz., the three pound tax should be abolished.
 (vi) An interpreter on a full-time basis should be appointed at the immigration deparbnent in Cape Town to facilitate its work.
 (vii) CMficates issued in accordance with the regulations of Act 191 3 should remain in force for a period of three years.
 (viii) A clerk should be available to fdl in the application forms for immigrants who wish him to do so to facilitate its work.
 (ix) The one-pound charge for a temporary ce&icate or the identiftcation permit should be reduced charging no fee for its extension
 (x) The general practice in Cape Towq in some cases, the ten fmer-prints rather than the mere thumb-prints should be ended.
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(xi) The general practice of a pmcular of a particular immigration officer in one province communicating with his counterpart in another when an Indian applied for a certificate should be stopped.
 The commission's proposals were introduced in the Parliament as Act 22
 of 1914 with the chief aim of making ample "provisions for the redress of
 certain grievances and the removal of certain disabilities"60 in the Union. The
 outstanding problems, which were dealt with in the Bill, were to be resolved by
 means of administrative steps based on the agreements reached between
 Gandhiji and Smuts in their correspondence. The licence would be issued to
 the Indians after they had completed their terms of service. The Government
 would create no roadblocks regarding the entrance into the Union of the
 existing plural wives of domiciled Indians. The officials would not use the
 previous convictions against the bona Jde passive resisters in the future,
 thereby erasing the legal impediments that stood in the way of the elemental
 interests of the Indians.
 Having satisfied with the ~ i g n ~ c a n t changes in the legal structure in
 South Africa *-a vis the Indian community, Gandhiji ftnally began to feel that
 his mission was nearly fuIfilled and that he could positively respond to
 Gokhale's repeated appeals to return to India. It is a matter of any one's
 conjuncture what Gandhiji, and for that matter India, would have been but for
 the 'South African experience'. All the sufferings and the needless legal hurdles
 the Indians had to endure with no valid reasons paved the way for the
 emergence of the enlightened Gandhian legacy of Satyagraha. Gandhiji alone,
 with his love for his fellow-men, strong faith in ahimsa and his religious and
 social background could invent this miraculous remedy. The world owes
 Gandhiji (and those who stood by him during one of the world's greatest
 experiments) homage of the highest order as his contributions will be
 remembered as long as man will aspire to scale great heights.
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ARTICLE - 3
 (A) Sincere Dedication
 Gandhiji had reached Natal as the junior counsel for a commercial firm
 to represent an Indian merchant, on an annual salary of f105, but within a
 short span of time he was earning from his practice a whopping annual income
 of S5,000. He readily spent it all for a cause in which he had deep-seated faith - the faith that shaped Satyagraha. Operating in a sphere where he did not have
 real opponents, Gandhiji, by means of selfless service and genuine commitment
 to peaceful reforms, found himself in a position to change the uncertain
 climate. He strove for the common good of the south African Indians who were
 subjected to disabilities in an alien land. In Gandhiji we read yet another story.
 A timid, bashful lawyer who put up a most pathetic show a t his Dst
 appearance in court emerged as an advocate of outstanding stature, indeed a
 true lawyer who advocated the cause of the oppressed and the down-trodden
 everywhere in the world. It is certainly beyond the scope of a dissertation of a
 limited length as this to describe all the dazzling and dynamic qualities of the
 Mahatma. As Gandhiji bade farewell to South Africa in July 1914, his followers
 showered upon him the highest tributes at an elaborate farewell banquet. But
 it went to the true greatness of this wonderful man that even his former
 opponents had nothing but good things to speak of him. The Star noted:62
 But with b s intense pride in his people has 'marched' a feeling for Imperial considerations without which a proper solution might never have been found, and without whch future guiders of Indian opinion in this counCry would find future policy almost impossible to direct.
 In an anthology.b3 Gandhi's Political Methods, published thirty-five years
 later, Smuts again made the following signiftcant tribute to Gandhiji.64
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I must frankly admit that his activities at that time were quite inbiguing to me. It was my fate to be the main antagonist of a man for whom even then I had the highest respect
 In addition to the serious Indian problem, General Smuts had to deal
 with a number of other African leaders in search of solutions to various
 important issues one of which was the unification of the colonies. Gandhi's
 Satyagraha, from the beginning to the very end as a novel experiment in the
 affairs of men had complicated the problem. A vindictive ideology, alien to
 Gandhian ideals, would have precipitated a crisis pregnant with gruesome
 results.65
 Together with other South African leaders I was busily engaged in the task of wielding the old Colonies into a big unified State ... It was a colossal work which took up every moment of my time. Suddenly in the midst of all those engrossing preoccupations, Gandhi had raised a troublesome issue. We discovered a skeleton in our cupboard.
 I t might be too easy to muddle over Gandhiji's avowed mission in South
 Africa. His unique stature a s the chief engineer of a new and utilitarian
 philosophy of non-violent dissension was grounded in mutual love for the
 realignment of the acknowledged imperial policy. That policy always leaned to
 an unlawful side like the Tower of Pisa. The Indians were without the
 franchise. Institutionalised abuses were common as trees in a forest If it
 were not for Satyagraha with its attendant humane vision, the Indians'
 plight would have been doomed beyond words could adequately describe as
 the unjust laws in the book had severed the blood veins of the Indian settlers.
 Gandhiji's Satyagraha campaign, their life-line, prevented their both hands
 from being cu t off. The laws were not directed to establish justice but to
 perpetuate chauvinism and bigotry of a kind without parallel in history. No
 wonder the Indians in South Africa as welt as the natives were groaning under
 the burden of injustice and humiliation which Gandhiji considered the core of
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the African Indian problem. Today, the descendants of the large army of Indian
 settlers can turn the wheels of history backwards and feel elated over what their
 ancestors had accomplished for them in the warm sunlight of the benign
 philosophy of Satyagraha.
 (B) An Acknowledged Defender
 The treatment the Indian residents had to experience in jail and outside
 was the outcome of a system based on the white supremacy claimed by certain
 individuals of whom General Smuts was one of the acknowledged defenders.
 Gandhiji f i l y believed, and for valid reasons, that Britain should treat all the
 subjects of the Crown on an equal basis. A wide gulf had existed between the
 British theory of equality before the law and its accepted practice in several
 parts of the world. The frequent encounter between Gandhiji and Smuts was "a
 prologue to two careers".e6 Gandhiji's public career was based on a non-violent
 campaign for social justice while that of Smuts was founded on the ideas of
 supremacy and in that broad sense the encounter had certain elements of
 inevitability. (Smuts had served as the attorney-general of the South African
 Republic and was a British General in the Boer War). There was no doubt that
 Gandhiji, much more than Smuts, was greatly enamoured of the British
 Constitution and the principles it stood for. A s Gandhiji himself had stated he
 had also grafted "Sense of Equity" from Bhagavat Gita.67
 We have already noted the haste in which the Asiatic law amendment
 was passed to restrict immigration from the Asian countries, a development
 which was joyously greeted throughout the Transvaal. The member
 representing Barberton (Loveday) echoed the strong views maintained not only
 by his constituents but also by all the colonists when he considered the
 legislative step a s 9
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. . . the first step to prevent what may mean the extinction of the white races in this country by immigration from the East. It has also been rightly stated .... that this measure should appeal to every individual in this country.
 While the colonists had been ecstatic over the legislative step, the Iodian
 settlers were obviously distraught a n d Gandhiji, in great despair, wrote bitterly
 about the underhand attempts by Lord Elgin, deeply felt that Lord Elgin had
 misled him a n d the entire Indian community. Gandhiji declared:69
 In Johannesburg the whole topic of conversation was the trick played upon us by both Lord Elgin and the Imperial Government. Our disappointment in South Afnca was deep.
 Gandhiji' s accusations in relation to Lord Elgin's underhand manoeuvre
 when the situation developed into a serious problem were not without
 substance. When he compared the Asiatic Law Amendment with Ordinance
 29, the Secretary of State pointed 0ut:~0
 The Act which is now submitted has behind it a very different kind of weight of authority it has been introduced by the fist responsible Ministry of the Colony and has been passed unanimously by both Houses of the new Legislature.
 Recalling h is imperial obligations, Lord Elgin felt constrained to s ta te
 that i t w a s his duty to make it clear "that His Majesty's Government d o n o t
 consider the position of' the Asiatics lawfully resident in the Transvaal, as
 settled by th is to be satisfactory."71 He argued:72
 ... that they adhere to the varied opinions which have been expressed by successive Secretaries of State as to the desirability of relaxing the reshictions to whlch Asiatics are at present subject; and that they commend this opinion to the Transvaal Government in the f h hope that it may be carefully considered how far practical can it be given to.
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(C) The Measure Of Victory
 After having his duties as the enunciator of the imperial order fulfidled,
 the Secretary of State felt a sense of relief at the reduced scale of
 responsibilities. For, he wrote to Selbourne:73
 They (the British Government) would not he justified in o f f e~g resistance to the general will of the Colony clearly expressed by its fust elected representatives; and I am accordingly to inform you that His Majesty will not be advised to exercise his powers of disallowance with respect to the Act.
 In 1906, the Indian settlers tasted some measure of victory by the
 peaceful protest against the provisions of Ordinance 29, but in the light of their
 previous experience they were not to acquiesce silently to the implementation of
 almost the same regulation in a new garb in 1907. Until Gandhiji's arrival and
 the dawn of the Satyagraha movement, the Indian settlers were resigned to
 accept the prevalent condition beset with inequality and injustice,74 All the
 same, a weather change was visible on the horizon.
 The apparent sign of the changing situation was a mass protest meeting
 organised by the Indian people on March 29 and held in Johannesburg as the
 Indians did not so much oppose the idea of registration as they did to the
 regulation that the issuing of the new certificates and the ten-digit fiiger-
 printing were to be compulsory. In a spirit of reconciliation, the British Indian
 Association dispatched a telegram on April 7 to the secretary of state expressing
 the willingness to cooperate in a programme of voluntary registration. During
 the early phase of its new life, the colony had given its endorsement to
 Immigration Registration Act which, to a degree, had replaced South Africa's
 Peace Preservation Ordinance of 1903.'s
 The serious problems which the Indian residents faced in South Africa
 were lingering on as section 2, subsection 1, had attempted a new formula
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which excluded the Indian residents without specifically mentioning them. But
 the language requirement, another form of discrimination against the Indian
 settlers, made it virtually impossible for them to be qualified. According to the
 existing stipulation, an individual should write the application in the character
 of European language:76
 Any person who when asked about whether within or outside this Colony by a duly authorised official shall be unable through deficient education to write out (either from dictation or othenuise) and sign in the character of a European language an application for the permission to enter the Colony or such other documents as such officer may require ... would be treated as a protubited immigrant having stripped of any identity
 Both the Asiatic Law Amendment Act and Immigrants Restriction Act,
 which followed it, had been designed to supplement each other with the specific
 objective of restricting the flow of Indian immigration. Against this background
 a group of Punjabis and Pathans, almost all of them veterans, wrote to the
 secretary of state stating that:77
 . as men and Br~tlsh Indian soldiers, who are proud to have risked their lives in the cause of the Empire and have braved privations of war, to be spared the degradation of imprisonment or deportation ...
 The letter, one of the several which were sent to the secretary of state,
 also emotionally said that they had to face many hardships even though they
 had served "their King-Emperor as well as the British Empire."?s The situation
 had forced the Indian settlers to seek the protection of justice as they had found
 the new regulation yet another form of the denial of justice. Even in such
 difficult circumstances they, under the influence of Gandhiji, did not turn
 violent, as Satyagraha had become the basis of their struggle.
 Gandhiji, a s part of the struggle committed groups of volunteers to picket
 the registration offices. They had been previously instructed that the picketing
 was to be peaceful, free of iU temper and that the use of foul language was
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forbidden at all times. Only less than 5 per cent of the Indian residents,
 submitted to "bond of slavery" forcing the authorities to extend the time limit of
 registration several times in the expectation that there would be a change in the
 attitude of the Indian community. Gandhiji poignantly stated "Indians in the
 Transvaal will stagger humanity without shedding a drop of blood." The
 Indian Opinion called those who had complied with the regulation as 'black-
 legsn and the 'piano players" who were weak and cowardly to stand up for their
 basic rights while Gandhi appealed to all Indian settlers in the following words
 in the true spirit of non-violence. 'I consider myself to be a lover of the Empire
 for what I have learned to be its bea~ties,"~g but expressed serious reservations
 about the 'beauties." For. he remarked:*O
 ... rightly or wrongly, in the Asiatic Law .4mendment Acts are also seeds of danger to it. I have advised my countrymen at all costs to resist the Act in the most peaceful, and shall I add, Christian manner.
 Admittedly, both Acts had been closely connected, as links in a chain,
 while the Indian objection to both tended to focus first on the cumbersome
 problem created by the Asiatic Law Amendment Act, but specifically on the
 mandatory registration clause, not to mention the stringent administrative
 requirement of all ten finger-prints. The agitation on the second point caused
 much surprise among the officials followed by a statement by Selbourne that
 his ministers were willing to be flexible on the situation and that 'Indians will
 raise the same objections to five fmger-prints as to ten, as their objection is
 more to the spirit than to its details."sl Nevertheless, the key problem of
 mandatory registration and finger-printing were so interconnected that it was
 difficult to find a solution satisfactory to one without, in reality, remedying the
 other. In 1908, Winston Churchill, then Undersecretary in the colonial Office,
 supported Botha and "his government most strongly on the Indian question as
 "I thoroughly understand the views of white South Africa."82

Page 28
						

@) Serious Misgivings
 Reacting to the Indian problem. 'Ihe m e s eloquently argued that "as a
 nation we have little reason to be proud of the treatment being meted out to our
 fellow subjects in the Transvaal."83 Other individuals such as Sir Richard
 Solomon, who had been the Transvaal's agent-general in London and agent J.X.
 Merriman, obviously no friend of the Indian residents, were also perturbed by
 the situation that a certain number of Indians residing in South Africa should
 be unnecessarily persecuted. Sir. Solomon informed Smuts:s*
 If you persist, as you are entitled to do, you will succeed, but 1 much fear that you will also alienate the bulk of the liberal opinion in England, and you will give the Impexial Government the most serious blow in her most vital part: India.
 The letter further cautioned Smuts against providing 'a pretext for a
 great deal of mischievous interference in the native matters."85 The Times also
 expressed serious misgivings on the treabnent of the Indian residents:86
 And the worst of it is that their (the Indians') grievances will be just. Nor can we wash our hands off the business merely by casting the responsibility on the Colonial Govemment, for Mr. Harold Cox points out with undeniable force that His Majesty's Minister, especially had reserved the right of the Imperial Government to deal with the question of this nature.
 The Times concluded its remarks by stating that 'the wrongs of the
 Transvaal Indian community will soon be known and brooded over.. . and will be
 used for all they are worth by the agitators against our rule."87 The T m m a a l
 Government relented a bit and was ready to accept the signatures of educated
 Indians rather than finger-prints provided that they would register.
 All the while, the determined Indian residents were in no mood to give up
 their non-violent struggle under Gandhiji's competent leadership. A s the
 official date for registration had expired, the recalcitrant Indian settlers were
 summarily tried for their non-compliance with what the Indians called the
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'Black Act." They were jailed. They were imprisoned for their non-violent
 agitation aimed at obtaining justice and equality denied under the euphemisms
 of 'colour' and racial superiority. The law which had been in existence was
 contrary to the very nature and goal of the legal structure: justice.
 Consequently, the actions taken by the legal establishment against the Indian
 settlers were illegal and the steps adopted by the Indians were just particularly
 when the steps were non-violent, based on the principles of Gandhian
 Satyagraha.
 The will of the people is the law of the land. But the social attitude can
 bc seriously rusted requiring frequent and thorough overhauling and Gandhiji,
 sought to recondition the system in South Africa. Alluding to the illegality of
 the situation. P. Moon emphasises Gandhiji's viewpoints:88
 Gandhi said that he had never known legislation of this nature being directed against free men in any part of the world. This may have been so.... The power given to the police could, of course, be used to harass the Indians, even to the extent of making them leave the country and Gandhi certainly thought that ths was the hue goal of the law.
 Gandhiji said that an Indian merchant with assets worth thousands of
 pounds, would face deportation and ruin under the harsh terms of the law.89
 He was equally concerned about the general welfare of the South African
 Indians irrespective of their economic status. (South Africa was considered the
 richest nation in the entire continent with vas t natural resources including
 valuable minerals. Although the Indians were, on the whole fiiancially well-off,
 several lived below the poverty line as did a large number of indigenous South
 African peopIe.)gO Satyagraha had galvanized them for a cause in which they all
 had serious stakes and the Indian community rallied around Gandhiji for a
 peaceful campaign to undo the effects of "Black Act."
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When the Indian agitation started to accelerate, an exasperated Selborne
 wrote to Smuts conveying his sentiments on Gandhiji's non-violent crusade:
 "Mr. Gandhi ardently desires such a thing, one's natural instinct is to give it to
 him," Gandhiji for his role in Satyagraha was tried in the presence of a huge
 audience on January 10.
 Gandhiji pleaded guilty.
 Such a startling reaction was the most eloquent expression of his
 truthfulness symbolfiring his deep faith in the goodness of the human
 spirit, the corner-stone of his philosophy. His action reflected complete
 absence of hatred as even an iota of abhorrence or malice toward the
 perpetrators of a system which had unquestionably denied him the light of
 justice or even a faint hope of equality. Many in his place could not have
 done what he did and would have gone ahead challenging the allegations,
 creating in the process strong under currents of hostility and animosity.
 ARTICLE - 4
 (A) The Apostle of Ahimsa: Maximum Sentence
 Astonishingly, Gandhiji, the greatest protagonist of non-violence in the
 last millennium, asked the court for the maximum sentence of six months a t
 hard labour and a E500 fme. The magistrate, perhaps a bit unnerved by the
 amazingly strange conduct, chose to limit the punishment two months'
 imprisonment a t hard labour. On January 28, Gandhiji, Thambi Naidoo, his
 compatriot, and Leung Quinn, who had been his close collaborator and a leader
 of the Transvaal Chinese community, put forward a compromise proposal to
 General Smuts, the then colonial secretary in the Transvaal Government.
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According to the proposaI, the Indian residents would voluntarily register
 and not out of any compulsion. Gandhiji was willing to permit all ten fingers to
 be printed and told the Indian
 My own view of the matter is that all of us should give digit impressions without the least hesitation. But those who have conscious objection to giving them, or believe it to be derogatory to their self-respecf will not be obligated to give those impressions.
 The new recipe was far from placating the entire Indian community as
 some settlers considered it a serious setback in their struggle for justice - or
 even a defeat. Agreements and accords cannot always meet the divergent needs
 of an entire society. A s soon as Gandhiji was freed from the jail, he explained
 the terms of the compromise at a meeting of the Indian residents a t
 Johannesburg. He was criticized, even heckled, for the agreement, which, they
 believed, had been counterproductive. Gandhiji attempted to allay their fears
 with a tranquil exp lana t i~n :~~
 To die by the hand of a brother, rather than by disease or in such other way, cannot be for me a matter of sorrow. That is how I feel about the present situation faclng us.
 The resolution of the controversy hovering around the registration left a
 few unresolved problems in limbo. The India Office was seriously concerned
 with the failure of the Act to provide for the visitors' permits and its intention of
 excluding even the highly educated Indian settlers from the Transvaal. The
 India Office contended that the result of Section 2(4) in the current bill as
 formally recognized will be:93
 ... to exclude perpetually from a portion of his Majesty's Dominions all British Indian subjects, however high their social status or educational attainments, who have not already acquired domiciliary rights.
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The secretary of state had focused on the educational test, while Lord
 Morley, the secretary of state for India, was further concerned that the Indian
 residents who had established domicile in the colony before 1902 and who had
 temporarily absented themselves may be forbidden to enter the Transvaal in the
 future as prohibited immigrants.94 Although the Colonial Office was in
 agreement with the Indla Office, it was less vehement in its objection to it,
 regretted the language and supported the admission of
 distinguished Indians and ranking public officials of Asian origin into the colony
 as visitors.96 A s a result of the pressure brought to bear on the Transvaal
 Government, it agreed without much resistance to accept the Home
 Department's stipulation^.^^
 The South African Indian residents in the Transvaal were not completely
 satisfied with the results of the compromise,g* and a number of other problems
 continued to obtrude themselves upon the scene, particularly following the
 introduction of a draft municipal bylaw. It imposed curfew limits, footpath
 regulations and restrictions on the use of public trains and trams. Botha
 admitted that some regulations had been rather preposterous and claimed that
 others were hardly enforced. "Respectable and well-conducted Asiatics and
 even South African natives," he argued, "can be seen daily walking on the
 sidewalks of Johannesburg and Pretoria and no one objectsn99 He continued:100
 The whole question of the use of side-walks by coloured persons is one whch is in itself not important so long as the status quo is maintained, but any effort to legalise the prevailing practice of tolerance will arouse bitterest opposition and ferment anti-colour prejudice among various members of the European community in South Africa.
 Had the existing law been applied only to the so-called lower class Indian
 settlers, the viceroy would have been greatly satisfied,lOl but the Government of
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India had limited itself to complaining against the failure of the mining bill to
 make the distinction among different levels of the Indian community.'02
 The Transvaal Act 32 (1908), widely known as the Shop Hours Act, had
 been a disguised attack on the lndian merchant community. Lengthy debates
 on the legal manouerring had proved that the regulation was aimed a t the
 various trading practices of hawkers, peddlers and retail businessmen, who
 worked hard and long hours. They had been competing successfully with
 European traders. I n many instances the tide of resentment against the
 successful Indian merchants triggered off the hue and cry for introducing laws
 against the residents from India.
 (B) The Steady Erosion of Rights
 The Government of India expressed apprehension over what Lord Minto,
 the viceroy, had correctly interpreted as the steady erosion of the fundamental
 rights of the Indian settlers residing in the Transvaal. Lord Elgin was alert to
 the limitations relating to the new regulations while the Colonial Office
 expressed the obvious:'03
 Lord Elgln is fully dive to the d~sabilities uncomected with both the Asiatic Law Amendment and Immigrants Restnctions Act, to whch Asiatics in the Transvaal are still subjected ... and in Lord Elgin's judgment it would be just useless at the present time to secure further concessions for resident Asiatics.
 A general climate of enduring peace and goodwill, which the compromise
 was thought to have ushered in, was yet to be found and in such a bleak
 atmosphere a crisis was looming, ready to erupt in the Transvaal. In order to
 avoid further deterioration of the situation Gandhiji asked Gen. Smuts to take
 immediate steps to dispel the rumour that the Asiatics, who had been outside
 the colony at the time of agreement, were required to register in accordance
 with the provisions of the Asiatics Law Amendment Act.104
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A t that critical time E.F.C. Lane, Smuts' private secretary, sent a letter to
 Gandhiji. The letter, among other things stated:105
 Indans who may come in now must apply for registration. General Smuts does not agree with your interpretation of the terms of the accord. General Smuts hopes, therefore, that you will use your influence to persuade the fresh Indians to apply for registration
 The dye was cast to step up the Satyagraha campaign as the Indian
 residents were in no mood either to comply with the order or to register as the
 conditions for both were unjusmable. Gen. Smuts put forward the rationale
 that 'certain class of the population here should not be in a state outside the
 law."los (The authorities had often put forward this argument to whitewash
 their sinister motives ). , Smuts said:lo7
 All I could add was thaf pendlng the meehng of Parliament, there should be an mtenm state of affam. and that as soon as Parhament met, it should deal wth the situation It was unpossible for me to promtse that at such a future date Astattcs commg lnto th~s country should be left to register as they wshed
 Smuts resolutely repeated his refusal of the claim made by Gandhiji in
 mitigating the situation. The series of letters exchanged between the two
 leaders bore out his contention. Gandhiji countered by rendering his version
 of the dialogue when he quoted the colo&al secretary as stating that:los
 I have consulted general Botha and I can assure you that I will repeal the Asiatic Act as soon as most of you have undergone voluntary regutration. I wish to respect the feelings of your people.
 General Smuts had conceded that out of a total population of ten to
 twelve thousand Indian residents, 9,158 had applied for voluntary
 registrationlog and that some 70 residents were unwilling to be finger-printed.110
 The Indian community objected to certain provisions contained in Act 36
 despite certain improvements it had made. Indians argued that its terms
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deprived those residing outside the Transvaal with domiciliary status of the
 their rights to return.
 On August 6, the Indian community, inaugurated the non-violent
 struggle. Gandhiji had chosen Hamidia Mosque as the most appropriate venue
 for that very purpose. A large gathering of some 3,000 Indian settlers from all
 over the Transvaal had assembled outside the mosque in Johannesburg to hear
 their leaders speak out against the unfair aspects of the law; the leaders
 included Gandhiji, Essop Ismail Mea, Chairman of the British Indian
 Association and Leung Quim, the leader of the Chinese community. I t proved
 to be a momentous occasion for the Asiatics, to voice their strong opposition to
 the unfair provisions of the Act. I t was also a test case of the Gandhian
 Satyagraha since it was soon to prove a landmark in the non-violent struggle.
 I t was a singular experience in mankind's struggle using peaceful means to
 resolve disputes. The Transvaal Leader carried the following account of the
 incident:I1
 A three-legged pot was filled with the registration certificates, about 1,000 in all, and about 500 trading licences. Then parafin was poured in and the cert~ficates set on fie amid a scene of wildest enthusiasm.
 Gandhiji inspired the crowd into something short of frenzy by burning
 his own card into ashes. The paper went on:llz
 The crowd hurrahed and shouted themselves hoarse; hats were thrown in the air and whistles blown One Indian walked on to the platform and setting alight his certificate held it alok.. For a considerable time, it was quite impossible for the leaders on the platform to make themselves heard.
 (C) 'A New Plateau
 Gandhiji's Satyagraha campaign had reached a height with no parallel in
 the history of peaceful struggle, which was centered around the fundamental
 problems of immigration and the unfair system of registration. Both issues had
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been inextricably connected. Although the Indian community made an urgent
 appeal to the Colonial Office explaining the serious situation, the officials
 remained silent while Lord Morlely attempted to 'point out that the Transvaal
 Government is entirely responsible for the vexation caused".ll3 He made it
 clear: '14
 ... that [Act 36 of 19081 ... if adequately represented in the very brief sumrnaty which 1s before him ... makes substantial concessions to the Indian ccrnmuuity in the Colony.
 Selbourne tried to exert considerable pressure on the British Government
 for the quick recognition of the terms of Act 36. He wrote that it was difficult,
 "to resist the conclusion that Mr. Gandhi and his friends were not very anxious
 to arrive at a settlernent,"ll5 and that 'if the passive resistance movement
 continued,"~~6 he had been informed that there was "ground for concluding that
 the rank and file Asiatic community do not entirely share the views of their
 leaders", 117 and that, in the absence of 'reasonable justiiication for it,"lla the
 agitation 'wit1 die a natural death before long."lIg
 There was little doubt that the governor was under an illusion thoroughly
 Ignorant of the stark realities down on earth. The Indians were determined to
 vitalise the non-violent campaign in South Africa as the Indian residents from
 all walks of life were united in their common objectives. Their historic
 non-violent movement had received considerable attention and approval in
 several parts of the world, particularly in the British Empire with the focus on
 (A) Gandhiji and (B) the force of Satyagraha. The situation had forced the
 viceroy to dispatch a telegram to the India Oifice stating that a number of
 protests had erupted in many parts of India against the mistreatment of the
 Indian residents in South Africa.120
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It is most desirable in my opinion that some settlement of the question in dispute should be arrived at without delay as in present circumstances we consider as a very serious matter the political effect in this country of the measures taken to enforce the law.
 Meanwhile, Lord Crewe had stressed the unfortunate outcome of the
 problem of the Tranmaal Indians in India and Britain, but argued that he "was
 unable to find sufficient reason for a refusal on the part of the Indians to accept
 the Act of 1908,"121 adding that h e found "no promise to repeal the Act of
 1907."122 He then elaborated his position in the following manner.l13
 It is not denied that in the subsequent negotiations as to the best method of giving the legal sanmon to the compromise, the Transvaal Colonial Secretary did consider whether the Act of 1907 might not be repealed. But it is clear that this was only discussed as one of several possible courses, and now it seems to me impossible to base a demand for repeal on this fact or to make it the ground for any breach of faith against the Colonial Secretary or the government on whose behalf he was negotiating.
 Gandhiji had supported the right of the Indian residents to immigrate
 into the Transvaal on the basis of equality given to other British subjects, but
 he was pragmatic enough to understand that true parity, under the
 circumstances, was but a distant dream. He felt what resulted from the
 administrative practice was a source of concern recognizing that some broad
 objectives would be met if the Transvaal Government in its i n f ~ t e wisdom
 admitted six educated Indians every year. The proposal seemed quite
 reasonable to Crewe, who believed that the "Ministers would not object to give
 an assurance of this kind with a view to facilitate the fmal settlement."la4
 Gandhiji was arrested on October 7, on the ground he had refumed to
 produce the registration certificate when he returned from Natal,
 subsequently charged before a magistrate a t Volksrust with violating action 9 of
 the regulation passed under Act 36 of 1908. Gandhiji was fmed f25 and
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sentenced to two-month prison term with hard labour. We have the following
 account:l25
 W e in court as a witness he did not appear in prison clothes. He was brought from Voksrust as a witness in a case being set down for hearing in Johannesblrrg on 27" October; escort was provided from Johannesberg gaol, and he was brought up from Volksrust under orderly conditions in his prison kit; anived after dark, at 6 p.m. and was conducted from station to fort in prison kit without handcuffs.
 Regarding the hard labour, Gandhiji was not engaged in scavenging
 work, but he worked on Agricultural Show Grounds digging up 'holes for trees
 and weeding in municipal plantation."I26. It should be admitted that the
 hardship and humiliation that awaited him in India in the course of India's
 struggle for independence, was far more excruciating. Words cannot amply
 describe India's enormous debt of gratitude to Gandhiji who cleansed the whole
 universe by the purity of his mind, his intense penance, profound wisdom,
 abnegation and ultimately by his renunciation of brute force in favour of the
 unique talisman of Satyagraha, ennobling even his worst opponents.
 If one of the principal objectives of Satyagraha was to draw the public
 attention to a specific issue, the instrument proved beyond doubt an
 unqualified success. Though Satyagraha with all its ramifications was applied
 and perfected in the protracted fight for India's independence, the fact remained
 that the unique device was moulded in the anvil of the persistent but patient
 non-violent campaign in South Africa. It was successfully tested in the
 indomitable will of South African Indians to fight for justice and equality.
 Whenever Gandhiji was hauled and beaten up in the streets of South
 Africa, thousands of his countrymen rushed to him from every direction to
 share his misery and humiliation. When he was inside the jail a large army of
 Satyagrahis volunteered to take up the cause, held protest meetings, picketed
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factories and public places without resorting to violence of any kind whatsoever.
 They accepted without grumble torture and oppression let loose on them by an
 army of insane colonial agents. Author P.C. Joshi says.127
 Mahatma Gandhi put new life into the passive resistance movement which won great admiration on all sides for heroic resistance, selfless struggle for elementary civil rights. It brought funds from India of thousands of rupees.
 The settlers from India in the vacuum created by the absence of effective
 leadership, had to overcome a multitude of problems,l28 when Gandhiji changed
 the social climate by setting himself up against the unlawful regulations
 incessantly imposed upon them. "Mahatma Gandhi," Joshi says 'has been the
 saviour of South African Indians,"'29 a fact that is carved into the history of the
 struggle for justice by the south African Indians and, for that matter, of all
 those who aspired to free themselves of all iniquities. The unique aspect about
 Gandhiji's method of resistance was that he avoided hurting the enemy even
 when he was struck. He won the war even when he lost the battle. In South
 Africa he gave the World Satyagraha.
 (D) The final Days
 Gandhiji did farewell to South Africa feeling optimistic about the future
 of the Indians, while the official pronouncements made by statesmen and
 savants alike continued to espouse an imperial ideology bent on preserving the
 system of exploitation. The intention was evident in the views expressed by Sir
 West Ridgeway, a former provincial governor and erstwhile chairman of a
 committee, sent to the Transvaal in 1906 to handle the problems of franchise
 and electoral system. The Times quoted him:l30
 . . . academic imperialists at home who dream of a Utopian Empire where all citizens enjoy equal rights. This dream can never be realised; at least not for many generations to come. If the Government were to make any attempt to
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enforce this policy, or even to support it by argument the break-up of our Empire would follow.
 The whole history of the Indians, for one thing, bore witness in part to a
 case study in moral predicament and an exercise in imperial futility. In
 unambiguous terms one could argue that South Africa's main intention in
 bringing the Indians into the country had been to profit from the sorely needed
 cheap Indian labour and, not to countenance them as full citizens in a land
 under the control of settlers from Europe. In retrospect, the Indians should
 have been recognized as immigrants, rather than as indentured labourers,
 besides being accorded the rights of immigrants. The term indentured labour
 had carried with it a stigma. Social stigmas are numerous all over the world.
 In the absence of Gandhiji's leadership the Indians would have sunk like the
 Titanic in South Africa's bottomless ocean of racism. But for Satyagraha, an
 integral part of the new equation, the voice of Indian residents would also
 have remained a faint echo drowned in the uproar of and the opposition by
 the ruling hierarchy, which had little patience for compromise baaed on
 justice. Who would hear it? May be, none.
 The British Government was in an untenable position - and most likely
 did not intend - to exert pressure on South Africa as it might jeopardise its
 interests. It was also unrealistic to hope for any change without precipitating a
 crisis, for which Satyagraha became the only lasting solution.
 South Africa has built numerous memorials to honour Gandhiji as living
 monuments of the triumph of non-violence over violence. He did not indulge in
 ferreting out ill-judgements on others. He was a man with the soul of a saint
 and his life convinces us of the ultimate victory of good over evil. Despite
 darkness, light persists; in spite of hatred, love persists; in spite of death, life
 persists. Smuts, who had to deal with Gandhiji on numerous occasions, clearly
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relieved a t his exit. "The Saint has left our shores," he said with a deep sigh,
 "I s ince re ly hope for ever."lao After an event fu l l i fe o f m o r e than twen ty
 years, Gandhij i finally made up his mind t o set sail f rom South African
 shores to his motherland. H e wro te sitting in the ship as it disappeared
 into the d i s t a n t horizon:l3l
 1 have been so often prevented from reaching India that it seems hardly real that I am now sitting in a ship bound for India. And having reached that what shall 1 do with myself? However, "Lead Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom. Lead thou me on." That thought is my solace.
 We have now concluded the first two segments of the present study. The
 next segment would focus on the i~lnuence of the Gandhian philosophy of non-
 violent resistance on Rev. Dr. King's campaign in the United States for civil
 rights for the Afro-Americans. The following chapter will discuss the bus
 boycott in Montgomery led by the American champion to win equality for the
 black people.
 SUMMARY
 1. One of the principal goals of the Satyagraha movement was to redress
 injustice suffered by the Indians and to focus public attention on their
 problems.
 2 . One November 4, the Transvaal Government showed willingness to
 meet the demands made by the Indian community. Officials were in favour of
 permitting certain number of Indian professionals who were not previously
 eligible to enter the colony.
 3. The Secretary of State attempted many stratagems to evade the
 problems faced by the Indians.
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4. Less than 12,000 Indians had resided in the Transvaal, yet they
 could stun the colonial Government and to draw the attention of the empire to
 their problems.
 5. The transvaal ministers tried to delude themselves into believing that
 the unrest was abating. Gandhiji and the Satyagrahis pressed on with their
 just demands. They eschewed violence.
 6. After Gandhiji was arrested and handcuffed, he was asked to draw
 his sleeves and to carry a book to conceal the handcuffs.
 7. In jail the Indians were subjected to the same harsh treatment as
 convicted settlers from Europe. Indians were but peace-loving Satyagrahis.
 8. The final report of the Indian Enquiry Commission appeared in April
 1914. A great part of it was concerned with various developments leading up to
 the Satyagraha movement.
 9. Gandhiji felt that he could a t last obey Gokhale's advice to returns to
 India. Gen. Smuts said with an obvious sense of relief. "The saint has left
 our shores," of course a complement from his worst enemy.
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