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2
 Janadesh 2007 was a big challenge for all of us. Many people had raised serious doubts whether 25 000 people can walk for a month. Is it possible for so many people survive for such a long time foot march with one meal a day? Will the Government ultimately listen to the voice of the poor people? Or will they be chased by the law and order?
 Having experienced Janadesh and also the power of the poor and marginalized people, many of these doubts are cleared. I am sure larger number of people will support Jansatyagraha 2012. Jansatyagraha 2012 will demand four times more support in terms of letter writing, in terms of footprints and also in terms of financial contribution and manpower. We need your support. So please begin to act today. The time will pass very fast. We also need your support to get more people and organisations involved at every level… for mobilization, for advocacy, for fund raising and communication. A country like India where problems are too many will demand larger mobilization to bring about basic change. We are trying to address change at the social and economic level. We are also interested in strengthening a process of participatory democracy and responsible governance. Though the action is in India, we want the World at large to join this process. We believe in Jai Jagat and Sarvodaya - Jai Jagat means Victory of the world, Sarvodaya means Well-being of all through the well-being of the last. Thank you very much. Rajagopal P.V. President Ekta Parishad
 2
 23
 Towards Jansatyagraha 2012
 23
 This booklet is published by: Ekta Parishad Gandhi Bhavan Shyamla Hills BHOPAL, 462002, MP, India
 Please feel free to contact us at: [email protected] Or +91-755-4223821
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 Message
 22
 3
 A large number of people are hopeless across the Indian sub-continent. Along with
 land-related issues, farmer’s suicides increase. Mostly privileging industries,
 successive Governments have failed to give the basic means of survival. Our leaders
 often speak about poverty eradication but do not act. Equality exists more in policies
 and laws than in practice. Either people accept this with resignation and continue to
 be submitted, or they challenge the Government’s systems. Making a solidarity
 action in Delhi from several parts of India, they are taking up the challenge of
 raising their voices in front of the Government. This action will also aim to unify
 large groups of people suffering similar problems all over the World.
 Why hold a larger non violent action?
 During 3 years, many huge non violent actions will take place.
 1/ In 2009-10, twenty Community Melas (means Cultural Activities) in different parts of India. This is basically for identifying and highlighting the issues in particular tribal communities which will give strong support for Jansatyagraha 2012.
 2/ In 2010-11, organizing youth camps in different parts of India to help them solve the issues of poor and marginalized people.
 3/ From October 2nd, 2011 to October 2nd, 2012, organizing footmarches
 in different States - Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jarkhand, Orissa, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, etc. During these footmarches there will be a 5-day youth camp and in some particular States the yatra will culminate in a huge rally.
 How will the action take place?
 3
 By the time the padyatra reaches Delhi, 100 000 people will assemble in different villages outside Delhi. On the day when the padyatra team will walk into Delhi, people from these villages will also start walking to reach the Parliament.
 What will happen in Delhi in October 2012?
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4
 The solidarity shown by the international community for the landless people of India is of paramount significance. During Janadesh, about 250 people from 20 countries participated. What we saw in Janadesh was a radical shift in the international community. International organizations and individuals are becoming increasingly willing to join political movements that fight for a more equitable distribution of power. In the present world, while globalization has so many negative effects, it is important to consider its positive power and take advantage of it to struggle for justice. The international community will be welcome to support Jansatyagraha 2012 by participating in the march as well as by a “1 Euro 1 day (from 2011) /1 euro 1 week (from 2009) campaign”. In 2012, many programmes in foreign countries will be organized in solidarity with Jansatyagraha.
 Why is it an international action?
 There will be an Indian working group to motivate people at the national level and a larger international network to promote and publicize the event around the world. A charter committee will be refining the agenda of action.
 How will the 2012 action be coordinated?
 4
 21
 Jansatyagraha 2012
 Yes, I would like to support ____ person(s)* participating in the People’s �on-Violent March for Land Rights. I believe affirmative steps are necessary to empower poor and help them to take control of their livelihood resources. I would like to contribute $/Euro/£ _____ to support the non-violent people’s movement of landless and the marginalized. Name: ........................................................................................... Address: ........................................................................................ .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. Country: .................................... Pin Code: .................................. E-mail: .......................................................................................... Phone: ........................................Fax: ........................................... Mode of payment: ........................................................................ Signature: ...................................................................................... *The estimate cost for a person for a month is INR 4,000/-
 For Indian supporters:
 EKTA FOUNDATION TRUST Gandhi Bhavan Shyamla Hills BHOPAL 462002 (M.P.), India Contact: +91-755-2661800 [email protected] Bank of India - 900610100011837
 �
 �
 � �
 �� ��
 �� ��
 �� ��
 �� ��
 For Europe:
 Jansatyagraha 2012 Foerderverein CESCI Postfach 3355 CH-8021 Zürich Switzerland Contact: [email protected] IBAN: CH47 0900 0000 8022 0210 4
 For America:
 Jansatyagraha 2012 India Village Tour c/o Jill Carr-Harris 74 Anderson Ave. Ontario Toronto M5P-1H8 Canada
 �ote: Please send your contribution in favour of:
 21
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 Gaon mein rahna mushkil hain, Isliye hum shahar ki aur chalpade !
 It is difficult to stay in village, That is why we are going to city !
 Photo: Simon Willliams
 5
 � That the promises made by the Government during Janadesh
 2007 be truly implemented.
 � That a land reform agenda be included in the manifesto of all
 political parties.
 � That a land distribution system be devised to provide land rights
 for people.
 � That land and land titles be given to tillers and poor people so
 they cannot be evicted.
 � That displacement of tribals in the name of so-called
 “development projects” - for example, national parks, sanctuaries, big dams, mining industries, SEZ, power plants, etc. - be minimized and humanized immediately.
 � That those who have already been displaced be given a fair and
 immediate compensation, rehabilitation and resettlement.
 � That there be just distribution of livelihood and natural
 resources to all poor people.
 The demands being made by Jansatyagraha 2012 are:
 � Landless will get land entitlements all over India through a new
 fair land reform to be drawn out and truly implemented.
 � Poor people will get basic livelihood.
 � Displacement will decrease and displaced people will get their
 rights
 � Tillers will get a fair price for their products.
 � Develop & implement a policy to support marginalized farmers
 and labourers
 The outcomes of Jansatyagraha 2012 will be:
 5
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6
 History of Land & Livelihood Struggles in India
 There is long history of struggle for access to land and livelihood in
 India, and it has always been the most vulnerable communities that
 find themselves left out of the political dialogue for change. Control
 over livelihood resources and land lies in the hands of the State. The
 vague and ineffectual campaigns of the past have done nothing for
 the development of a true village-level democracy that can bring the
 needs of the landless to the forefront of the political agenda.
 Struggling for years, Ekta Parishad has worked along side these
 communities to help create the changes necessary to bring an end to
 land seizures, to ensure equitable land distribution, also to protect
 access to natural livelihood resources.
 The spirit of a people’s movement like Ekta Parishad was born with
 the following activities:
 ∗ in the early 1970s with the rehabilitation of dacoits (outlaw
 communities) in Chambal (1970-76),
 ∗ the release of bonded laborers in the south from 1985-92,
 ∗ and ten years of work with tribal communities of Madhya
 Pradesh (1980-88) and the dalit communities of Bihar (1990-99)
 Five institutions in different regions of central and eastern India
 were established to provide training for youth on non-violence, and
 people began organizing themselves under the common struggle for
 land reform in India. The vision of a powerful and united force of
 poor people from across the country was the beginning of what is
 now known as Ekta Parishad. This network was the base for what is
 now a massive social organization spanning more than twelve states.
 6
 19
 Let us take a few examples of Retrieving people’s dignity
 actions... Chilghat was a denuded tract of land that was taken over by people who had no land. Vimla, a woman with a history of marital discord and a mother with growing children, joined Ekta Parishad. Some years ago she was sent to Chilghat to organise its people. Those who tilled the land faced multi-pronged harassment at the hands of authorities. People tilling the land had no land rights on paper. In legal terminology, they were transgressors and hence liable to punishment. Forest guards and police would destroy their crops. But the legal system went against the natural rights of the people. Vimla’s role was to organise people so that they could fight the state repression in a united fashion. Now not only are they tilling the land for crop cultivation but they are also going in for plantation, which is enriching the forest. (2005) The state of Chhattisgarh is a wonderful land for agriculture - it is known as India’s rice bowl - but it is also a land full of resources as well as a forest area. This has been well understood by industrials and the Government. While the firsts set up their industries to exploit the natural resources, the Government has declared a large part of the State as natural reserves under the Wildlife Protection Act. But this land is also the life long habitat of many Adivasis (tribes). As the Government went along with the implementation of sanctuaries and industrialization, tribal people who had been living on forest land for long were evicted, sometimes with a lot of violence, even murders. But the Baiga tribe from Bokarabahar was not ready to give up their land and dignity. With the help of Ekta Parishad, they non-violently occupied the land from where they were dispossessed. They got back this land. This action and its result gave the hope and power to 27 other Baiga villages to do the same and get back their land.
 19
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 When communities that depend on natural resources - land,
 forest and water - for their livelihoods are excluded from
 resource management, the result is their political and economic marginalization. Approximately 70% of India’s population depends on access to land and its natural resources for their livelihood. Without any legal claim to these lands, thousands of people are forced to migrate to urban centers everyday where they are left with no choice but to become manual laborers without rights or financial and life security. When farmers are denied the ownership rights of the land they have occupied for so long they become vulnerable to what many people think to be so-called “development” and “progress”. We have to ask ourselves how, in a country where democracy rules and an increasingly prosperous market has brought wealth to so many, there can still be so many millions of people left out of the growth that has made India one of the world’s fastest growing economies. Thousands of people in India have united to free themselves from the oppressive hold that the land policies of this country have over their lives. Ekta Parishad provides a platform for people to share their experiences and ideas with the confidence that their voices would be heard.
 When people retrieve their dignity
 “The essence of non-violent civil disobedience is to stand firm for what is right and springs from a deep sense of injustice. Opposing injustice means seeing that people have sufficient for their survival; seeing that the Earth is carefully maintained; and seeing that non-violent behaviour continually transforms positively our human relations.”
 18
 7
 Ekta Parishad was formally established in 1991. One of first large
 scale events organized by Ekta Parishad was the Jai Jagat Jeep Yatra
 which traveled through undivided Madhya Pradesh over a one
 month period. Creating awareness in the landless masses by
 mobilizing the people in a yatra, or collective traveling, was a
 common tool of advocacy used by Vinoba Bhave and to Jay Prakash
 Narayan, both of whom had, two decades earlier, called upon youth
 to oppose the misuse of political power. Following the traditions of
 past peace makers, PV Rajagopal used the yatra to galvanize the
 people. He would come to be known for this type of action over the
 next 14 years.
 In this initial period of mobilizing the landless people of India, PV
 Rajagopal began his work in Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa. He
 started by working with villagers to ensure that they understood the
 complex issues of land ownership and natural resource management.
 His message was that the people should have control over livelihood
 resources like forest, water and land. The initial emphasis of the
 movement was on access to forest resources because of the large
 population of tribal communities he was working with. Other areas
 of focus included displacement, eviction, indebtedness, alcohol
 trade, and nistar rights (usufruct rights related to the collection of
 forest produces). Slowly, Ekta Parishad developed its capacity to
 mobilize communities to speak on their own behalf and strengthened
 its base for the larger struggles for land and livelihoods rights that
 w6uld be the future of its work.
 1991-1998
 7
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 This period saw Ekta Parishad grow from a localized grassroots
 movement into a force that spanned all of Madhya Pradesh, Bihar
 and Orissa. A six month long foot march beginning in December
 1999 in Sheopurkalan and ending in June 2000 in Raigarh,
 mobilized more than 10,000 villages and 300,000 people covering
 over a distance of 3 000 kilometers. Despite the challenges posed by
 marching in remote areas, the spirit of the people carried them
 through five regions of Madhya Pradesh where they submitted more
 than 24,000 grievances to the state government and dealt with
 hundreds of issues raised by the public.
 After the yatra the state government announced the formation of a
 two tiered task force; the state level task force was responsible for
 land redistribution policies and the district level task force dealt with
 the land redistribution process. For the next four years Ekta
 Parishad worked to establish task forces in each district of the state,
 and saw the distribution of about 350,000 land entitlements. 558,000
 charges for false cases on forest-violations were dropped by the
 Forest Department against tribal people, significantly impacting the
 focus of the state’s pro-poor agenda.
 Developing task forces became a priority in three other states
 to monitor the work of district collectors and revenue officers.
 Ekta Parishad activists as well as its supporters and members
 held equal number of seats in each task force, helping to
 counter the highly lethargic and corrupt Revenue Department
 1999-2002
 8
 17
 Industries & so-called Development
 projects’ holding land… Some examples...
 Sources: Research documents of Stanswami & Walter Fernandes
 17
 �ame of Project State �o. People /
 Families /
 Villages
 displaced
 Area
 (Acres)
 POLAVARAM DAM Andhra Pradesh 230,000 / 276 100000
 POSCO Orissa 4000
 Unitech Delhi/UP/Haryana 14,211
 Harrisons Plantations Kerala 70,000
 TATA (Nano) Gujarat 1500
 NFFR Project Jharkhand 245,235 6,25,000
 Koel Karo Dam Jharkhand 25,025 66,000
 Sankh Dam Jharkhand 46,694 / 208 19,000
 Wildlife Sanctuary Jharkhand 79 45,790
 Chandil Dam Jharkhand 6,773 / 120 43,500
 Icha Dam (Singbhum) Jharkhand 5600 31500
 Mayurboli Dam (Bihar) Maijhan Dam [Bihar-Bengal] Hirkun &
 Bihar, Orissa & Bengal
 94,680 / 18,936 37,645
 CCL Jharkhand 163,755 / 32,751 1,20,300
 ECL Jharkhand 80,000
 TISCO 35,000 / 7,000 37 996
 HEC- Ranchi Jharkhand 64,950 / 12,990 9,200
 Bokaro Steel Plant Jharkhand 62,435 / 12,487 34,224
 Subernarekha Multi Purpose Project
 Jharkhand 342,000 / 68,400 85,000
 Tenughat Thermal Jharkhand 381,500 / 76,300 97,843
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 On October 2nd, 2007, twenty-five thousand people
 representing communities from all over India gathered in Gwalior to
 begin what proved to be the largest non-violent movement for land
 reform in the country’s history. Its commencement marked the
 United Nations’ International Day of Non-Violence and the birthday
 of Mahatma Gandhi. To witness communities united in a display of
 non-violent civil disobedience evoked memories of the satygrahas of
 Mahatma Gandhi that inspired civil rights movements throughout
 the world. Support came from all over, with 250 satyagrahis from
 international organizations showing their solidarity with each step
 that they took. More than 100 members of parliament supported
 Janadesh, including the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh who
 announced the establishment of a Land Commission and his plan to
 redistribute land to the landless communities in the region. The
 constant media coverage brought the voice of the satyagrahis to
 people all over the country and social activists pledged their
 solidarity with the satyagrahis of Janadesh.
 On October 29th, 2007 the Government of India announced
 that it was ready to establish a National Land Reforms Committee
 and a National Land Reforms Council with 50% of the new
 committee and council's members coming from social and civil
 society organizations involved in the land rights movement. The
 success of this historical display of non-violent action gives us all a
 reason to celebrate, but we must remember that the struggle is not
 over. The promises made on October 29th must be followed through
 and we all must be prepared to continue in this struggle for justice
 for the people.
 11
 Land and Livelihood in India today
 India is, and always has been, a rural and agrarian country. About 75% of the population is living in rural areas and are highly dependent on agriculture to live. Despite of this fact, a large number of Indian citizens are still landless. About 30 millions people in this country so proud of its high technologies have no land on which they can think of living a decent life.
 16
 Rough estimates point to 60 million displaced persons and project-affected persons in India. That’s four times the estimated 15 million refugees exchanged between India and the two wings of Pakistan at the time of Partition. The majority of the development-displaced are tribals and landless dalits who live on or off common property resources. And scarcely 20% have been rehabilitated.
 “It’s progress,” says the economist. “The country’s GNP is growing and more land is required for industrial development.” On the other side, a mother in Assam who is asked why she pulled her child out of school and put him to work says bitterly: “What else did you expect me to do?”
 These are the two faces of the “temples of modern India”. One, the glorification of development; the other the fact that like monuments of the past, these present-day temples too are built on the blood and sweat of millions of people. Whilst slaves and prisoners built the former, today’s farmers and others who live off the land, forests and other resources are being impoverished in the name of ‘development’.
 Studies point to 50-60 million displaced persons (DP) or people deprived of a livelihood without physical relocation (project-affected persons [PAP]) (1947-2000). This figure includes around 3 million displaced in Jharkhand, 3 million in Orissa, 5 million in Andhra Pradesh, 1 million in Kerala, 100,000 in Goa, 2 million in Assam, 4.2 millions in Gujarat and 7.5 million in West Bengal. Thus, without including the high displacement states of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, which have not been studied, the total comes to 26 million DP/PAP. These figures, together with ongoing studies in three more states -- Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura -- and case studies from some other states, point to an all-India figure of 60 million DP/PAP (1947-2004) from 25 million hectares of land, including 7 million hectares of forest and 6 million hectares of other common revenue and forestlands (common property resources)
 9
 officials and to promote land re-distribution and the redress of
 disputes between the Forest and Revenue Departments like “orange
 area” by levying pressure at the state level.
 Conflicts over whether land should be classified as Forest or
 Revenue land was a major stumbling block that is still an issue
 today. These disputed lands, or “orange lands,” became an issue for
 the courts when Ekta Parishad took the problem to the Supreme
 Court (PV Rajagopal vs. the State of Madhya Pradesh and
 Chhattisgarh, 2003-04). Ekta Parishad argued that the Forest
 Department had a huge quantity of “orange” land without actual tree
 cover that they had not de-notified to allow for redistribution as
 Revenue Land.
 A padyatra (foot march) in Madhya Pradesh in 1999-2000 helped to
 increase the pressure from village to district to state levels, with task
 forces acting as a monitoring mechanism. The padyatra forced the
 state government to work with people’s movement like Ekta
 Parishad in 30 districts of Madhya Pradesh and the success brought
 the strength of Ekta Parishad to spread the campaign across the
 country, including Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa, Tamil
 Nadu, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat.
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10
 Ekta Mahila Manch (women’s wing of Ekta Parishad ) was formed
 in an effort to increase the number of women participating in the
 decision making process from the village activist level to the
 leadership levels of Ekta Parishad. Women took initiatives
 themselves in taking leadership to different levels like mobilization
 of teams responsible for local leadership development, advocacy
 teams to pressure the government, the media and the public to take
 up the struggle for land, and livelihood programming teams to
 provide knowledge and training at the village levels.
 By 2004 Ekta Parishad began to build its national campaign.
 Different padyatras were carried out in Bihar (September 2001—
 Rebuild Bihar), Chambal (April 2002—Peace March), Chhattisgarh
 (February 2003 and 2005), Bundelkhand-Baghelkhand (September
 2003), Orissa (February 2004 and 2005), and Kerala (2005 - Youth
 against violence).
 Bihar 2001
 The Bihar, Chhattisgarh and Bundelkhand yatras brought Ekta
 Parishad to remote areas where government facilities like schools,
 health clinics, roads and bridges simply did not exist. Villagers
 welcomed activists and the opportunity to voice their concerns.
 2002-2004
 10
 15
 Since the Government of India agreed with the demands of landless
 at the end of Janadesh 2007, a few steps have been taken and some
 policy changes have emerged.
 � Land Acquisition (Amendment) Act 2007
 In 2007, the Minister of Rural Development suggested several amendments for the Act 1894 that addresses the interests of destitute communities. The new act first starts by defining the expression “cost of acquisition” in order to ensure that the organizations working for peoples’ land rights could have a legal grounding to better argue for rights and benefits of the project affected people. The amended Act calls for a social impact assessment to be carried out in each project affected areas. Each state will have a Land Acquisition Compensation disputes Settlement Authority that will have the same power of a civil court at some extent, making all the efforts to solve the dispute within 6
 months. One same authority should be implemented at the central level.
 � The Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill 2007
 Land acquisition for public development often means the loss of everything: land, livelihood, shelter, with social, cultural, economic and emotional impacts for displaced people. All these aspects must be addressed in the case of resettlement. The Bill proposes the introduction of Social Impact Assessment of projects which shall take in consideration the impact on public and community properties, assets and infrastructures (roads, water, grazing land, etc.). An Administrator is in charge of minimizing displacement of persons, consulting with affected persons, ensuring the protection of the interests of the adversely affected persons of the Scheduled Tribes, arranging land for
 rehabilitation and resettlement, and other tasks in order to ensure a fair rehabilitation.
 � The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
 (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
 The implementation of this new Act in January 2007 recognizes and gives forest rights,
 as well as rights to occupy forest land, to scheduled tribes and traditional forest dwellers. The Act states that forest dwellers will only be relocated if there is no other alternative. Resettlement packages should ensure that a “secure livelihood” for the affected people is provided.
 � New vision of Land Reform Agenda
 On October 16th, 2008, the first draft of a new Land Reform Policy has been submitted
 by the Commission on Land Reforms to the Ministry of Rural Development.
 15
 Achievements so far...
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14
 On October 2nd, 2007, twenty-five thousand people
 representing communities from all over India gathered in Gwalior to
 begin what proved to be the largest non-violent movement for land
 reform in the country’s history. Its commencement marked the
 United Nations’ International Day of Non-Violence and the birthday
 of Mahatma Gandhi. To witness communities united in a display of
 non-violent civil disobedience evoked memories of the satygrahas of
 Mahatma Gandhi that inspired civil rights movements throughout
 the world. Support came from all over, with 250 satyagrahis from
 international organizations showing their solidarity with each step
 that they took. More than 100 members of parliament supported
 Janadesh, including the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh who
 announced the establishment of a Land Commission and his plan to
 redistribute land to the landless communities in the region. The
 constant media coverage brought the voice of the satyagrahis to
 people all over the country and social activists pledged their
 solidarity with the satyagrahis of Janadesh.
 On October 29th, 2007 the Government of India announced
 that it was ready to establish a National Land Reforms Committee
 and a National Land Reforms Council with 50% of the new
 committee and council's members coming from social and civil
 society organizations involved in the land rights movement. The
 success of this historical display of non-violent action gives us all a
 reason to celebrate, but we must remember that the struggle is not
 over. The promises made on October 29th must be followed through
 and we all must be prepared to continue in this struggle for justice
 for the people.
 14
 October 2007: Janadesh, the “people’s verdict”
 11
 Chhattisgarh 2003
 The accomplishments in Chhattisgarh have been quite significant
 with the government distributing land to 6100 families and
 dismissing a District Forest Officer for the murder of Birju Baiga, a
 tribal who defended his ancestral rights to the forest. Efforts are
 focused on the following areas:
 � Industrialization and the rights of tribal communities
 � Strengthening the non-violent action campaigns (this is
 particularly important given the expansion of Naxalites’
 groups in the area and the migration of more than one lakh
 people from Bastar due to violence in the area.)
 Orissa 2004
 The padyatra and the resulting follow up in Orissa focused on
 strengthening non-violent actions as a way to respond to the
 acceleration of industrial development that has left large numbers of
 communities without land and livelihood. Ekta Parishad continues
 to work with communities to unite and mobilize to demand changes
 that are implemented at the village level.
 11
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12
 Today Ekta Parishad has become a national-level non-violent mass
 movement for land rights. A large-scale national campaign to
 provide the space for the people to be heard was developed and
 Janadesh 2007 brought 25,000 people together to bring their voice to
 the national capital.
 Ekta Mahila Manch held a review meeting in 2006 to ensure that the
 process kept the needs of women and their rights to land ownership
 in the forefront of the campaign agenda. At the same time Ekta
 Parishad began to build its alliances at the national and global level.
 The Land First International (LFI) was a way to bring international
 solidarity networks to a common platform to increase the pressure
 for land rights in all developing countries. The LFI was initiated at
 the Indian World Social Forum in Mumbai in 2004 and continued to
 evolve at subsequent World Social Forums (Brazil, Pakistan, Mali,
 Nairobi), the Global Land Consultation (Thailand 2006) and through
 and anti-World Trade Organization campaigns. These initiatives
 were designed to pressure international institutions that had the
 power to develop pro-poor policies at a global level.
 Efforts to strengthen South-South Solidarity with network partners
 from Asia, Africa and Latin America were also a priority and today
 Ekta Parishad has a wide network of support from organizations
 like MST (Brazil), La Via Campesina (France), Ekta Europe
 (Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, France and UK), Quakers
 2005-2007: towards Janadesh 2007
 12
 13
 International (England), Africa Land Alliance (South Africa), Kenya
 Land Alliance (Kenya), Assembly of the Poor (Thailand), ANGOK
 (Philippines), SAMATA (Bangladesh), PILER (Pakistan), CSRC
 (Nepal), PAM (Sri Lanka), etc.
 Efforts to lobby politicians were made throughout 2004-05 and on
 December 24th, 2005 a meeting between the Prime Minister and
 representatives of Ekta Parishad was held to present a new vision for
 land reform. While certain achievements were made, such as the
 constitution of the Sub-Committee on Land Reforms (by the
 Planning Commission of India) whose 2006 report called for
 changes in Ceiling, Tenancy, Land Acquisition and Resettlement
 policies and laws, it became clear that the government was not
 taking the issues seriously.
 By July 2006 a report was submitted to the Ministry of Rural
 Development and the Planning Commission with recommendations
 for actions concerning the welfare of the landless communities. No
 official acknowledgement came and on October 2nd 2006, five
 hundred tribal and dalit leaders began the long walk from Gwalior to
 Delhi to bring their demands to parliament. The padyatra was a
 demonstration of the resolve of the landless to gain access to their
 right to control over the land and resources they depend on for their
 livelihoods. It was a warning and a reminder to the government that
 twenty-five thousand people would be mobilized to walk the same
 route and voice the same concerns. Despite this display of
 determination, there was still no formal response.
 13
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