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Our Motto is:  Dream...Learn...AchieveOur Motto is:  Dream...Learn...Achieve
 Dream about your futureLearn about the world around youAchieve your greatest potential
 MARKMARK WEST CHARTER SCHOOLWEST CHARTER SCHOOLEstablished January 2004Established January 2004
 MARKMARK WEST CHARTER SCHOOLWEST CHARTER SCHOOLEstablished January 2004Established January 2004
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We are proud to announce that Mark West Charter has earned the
 California Distinguished School Award
 A California Distinguished School is an award given by the California State Board of Education to public schools within the state that best represent exemplary and quality educational programs. Approximately five percent of California schools are awarded this honor each year following a rigorous selection process. Eligibility is based on federal and state criteria.
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What is a Charter School? A FREE public school of choice
 Enrollment by application, no interdistrict transfers required
 Accountable to state standards, yet given flexibility regarding how we teach
 Typically charter schools are smaller than traditional schools
 Charter schools generally have local control through their own school board for governance
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Mark West Charter School Core Purpose
 We are the middle school for those who choose:Education through high academicsAn environment that is physically and
 psychologically safe
 Where:The gift in every child is recognized and
 supportedYoung adults are educated to become citizens
 that make a difference in the world
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Is Mark West Charter School a “Real” Middle School?
 YES! Mark West Charter School is a “real” middle school
 At MWCS you will:
 Change classes and classrooms throughout the dayHave multiple teachersChoose elective classesPlay competitive sports (if you choose)Have dances and other social activitiesUse laptop computersAbility to successfully transfer to the high school of
 your choice
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Mark West Charter’s Unique Program
 Accelerated Academics for all students
 Pre-Algebra for 7th, Algebra for 8th Accelerated pace in all core subjects High expectations for student work Technology availability: computer
 labs, notebook computers, digital cameras, lots of software
 Many former students successfully enrolled in honors level classes in local area high schools and universities
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Core subjects are grouped into two longer periods of about 100 minutes (Language Arts/Social Studies and Math/Science)
 Allows for flexible teaching of Science Labs or in-depth teaching of a particular topic without interruption
 Less switching time means more instructional time
 Mark West Charter’s Unique Program
 Block Scheduling
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Science Camp (7th grade) Tech Museum of Innovation, California
 Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate Bridge walk, Living History, or other hands-on experience (8th grade)
 Visits to high school and college campuses in our area
 Optional Spring Break trip to Washington D.C.
 Mark West Charter’s Unique ProgramPrevious Field Trips
 Alliance Redwoods, 7th Grade
 Academy of Sciences, 8th Grade
 Washington D. C.
 Cal-Berkeley Campus Visit
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Zip Line!
 Play
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Mark West Charter’s Unique Program, continued
 Elective Wheel (discussed later) Community volunteer projects
 All students participate in service projects of their choosing
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Mark West Charter’s Unique ProgramInstruction & Staff
 Accessible teaching staff Staff knows every student by nameStudent/Parent/Teacher meetings available by appointmentTeachers regularly use email for
 correspondence On-line grade books
 Allows parent and students to see scores/grades
 No surprises about missing work or low grades

Page 13
						

Mark West Charter’s Unique ProgramCulture
 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens Small campus Positive and respectful campus culture
 strongly emphasized
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MWCS Unique Elective Structure
 Student can take up to 12 different electives every year
 Elective offerings change every quarter Electives include
 *Spanish *World Cultures *Agriculture
 *Guitar *Leadership *Ceramics*Violin *Game Strategies *History Comes Alive*PE/Health *Math Squared *Public Speaking*Art *Journalism *Digital Media Creation*Drama *Debate *Career Exploration
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K-8 Independent Home Study
 Program Credentialed teacher who provides support
 On-going academic assessments
 Lessons designed to meet the child’s learning style
 Family field trips for K - 6th grade with option to join in on middle school trips and enroll in elective classes
 Day on Campus option for K-6th grade students
 Networking with other homeschooling families
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Outstanding Test Scores
 Academic Performance Index (API) 876 One of the top performing local middle
 schools Majority of 8th graders instructed and
 assessed Algebra 1 90+ Percent of 7th graders consistently
 score Proficient or Advanced on their state writing assessments
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Mark West Charter API Trend
 Mark West Charter School API Scores

Page 18
						

API Comparison to Other Local Schools
 API Score Comparison with other Local Middle Schools
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Parent Participation Parents are welcomed and appreciated! Involved families help us create a
 positive campus culture 4 hours per month volunteer time Volunteers work at school and home Enables us to offer more:
 Elective classes Office help Sports teams Field trips Clubs Community volunteer projects
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Student Activities
 Intramural Sports Competitive Sports
 Teams (with parent coaches)
 Dances/Movies Spirit Days Rallies Clubs Assemblies Renaissance Faire Ice Skating Trip Drama & Music Shows Ice Cream Social Movie Nights
 Digital Media
 Co-Ed Volleyball Leap Year POD
 Pajama Day
 8th Grade Boys Basketball
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Former Students Speak Out“The small school helped me gain a lot of self-confidence which made the transition to a large high school really
 easy.” - Nicole
 “At Mark West Charter School I learned effective work habits and a strong work ethic which enables me in high school to carry a full academic load with honors classes, play varsity sports, and be involved in school and community drama productions, while continuing to maintain a high GPA. Completion of Algebra 1 in middle school has really given me an academic advantage at the high school level.”
 - Anthony“One of the most valuable skills I learned at Mark West Charter School was how to be organized and handle multiple projects at the same time.” -
 Katie

Page 22
						

Video Highlights of MWCS
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Upcoming Dates We expect to fill up and have a waiting
 list, the earlier you apply the better! Priority is given to Mark West District
 families prior to March 1st if more students apply than we can accommodate.
 Math Readiness test in late spring – helps us with placement and elective choices
 Summer School- Help your student start the year strong with some extra support during the summer. (Funding dependent)
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What are the next steps?
 Take an application and brochure and return it soon to secure a space for your student
 Bring friends to another information night
 January 23, February 12 both at 6 pm
 Arrange for a “shadow day” visit or campus tour (by appointment only)
 Call 524-2741 if you have questions
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Mark West Charter School is truly a superior choice for middle
 school students and K-8th grade independent home school students
 We look forward to meeting you!
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