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PUBLISHERS' NOTE

After his return to India from South Africa in1914 Gandhiji
tried his method of Satyagraha onwhat may be called a mass scale
for the first time inChamparan. How he was led to take up the cause
ofthe oppressed Champaran ryot and how as a resultwas compelled to
civilly defy a police order for thefirst time on Indian soil has
been graphically describ-ed by him in l\is Autobiography. About the
Cham-paran Satyagraha he however wrote :

" To give a fullaccount of the Champaran enquiry would be to
nar-rate the history, for the period, of the Champaranryot, which
is out of the question in these chapters.The Champaran enquiry was
a bold experiment withtruth and ahimsa. For the details the reader
mustturn to Sjt. Rajendraprasad's history of the Cham-paran
Satyagraha."

The Champaran experiment forms a vital chap-ter in the
development of the Satyagraha method inIndia. It is no exaggeration
to say that to all stu-dents of Gandhiji's method of social and
politicalwork a knowledge of the detailed history of theexperiment
is indispensable. It is certainly lucky forthe future students of
Satyagraha that a man of theintellectual eminence of Dr.
Rajendraprasad was oneof the batch of the Bihar lawyers who joined
Gandhijiin his campaign. It was he who wrote out a welldocumented'
history of the struggle in Hindi in1918-19. Later it was translated
in English andpublished under the title Satyagraha in Champaran
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in 1928. That publication has not been available inthe market
for a long time now and the demand forit increased specially after
the demise of Gandhiji.

We were therefore pleased when Dr. Rajendra-prasad permitted us
to undertake rits publication.Readers will be glad to learn that in
spite of his heavyoccupation with work of national importance
andweak health Rajendrababu spared time to go overthe whole book
again.

We feel sure all lovers of Gandhiji and his wayof work will
welcome this history of a unique experi-ment in truth and
ahimsa.

2-9-'49


	
TOOPPRESSED HUMANITY


	
FOREWORD

This book* was written in Hindi in 1919 andpublished for the
first time in 1922. Its Englishversion was published in March,
1928. I wrote inthe preface to the Hindi edition as follows :

" On reading this book it will be clear to thereader that a
glimpse of what Mahatma Gandhi hadbeen doing between 1920 and 1922
regarding the

Satyagraha and Non-co-operation Movement hadbeen seen in the
Champaran Movement. The firstbig work which Mahatma Gandhi took up
in Indiaafter his return from South Africa was the workin
Champaran. At that time the Home Rule agi-tation was at its height
in India. When we usedto ask Mahatmaji to let Champaran also join
thatmovement, he used to tell us that the work thatwas being done
in Champaran was the work whichwill be able to establish Home Rule.
At that timethe country did not perhaps realize the importanceof
the work nor did we who were there do so. Buttoday when we look
back upon the method ofwork pursued there and consider the history
of theNational Struggle during the last three or four

years, then we can see that the great movement oftoday is only
an edition of the work in Champaranon immensely vaster scale. If we
read the historyof Champaran and Kaira Satyagraha, we shall seethat
whatever the Non-co-operation-SatyagrahaMovement has done or
proposes to do is to be found

vii
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in this movement. Mahatmaji has started the Non-

co-operation Movement to free India from injus-tice and tyranny
under which she has been groan-ing ; even so had he considered it
his duty to savethe tenantry of Champaran from the load of
injus-tice and tyranny under which it was being pressed.Just as
India has taken to Satyagraha and Non-

co-operation after she had failed to get redress byagitating in
the press and on the platform and byresolutions and questions in
Legislatures, even sohad the tenantry in Champaran invited
Mahatmajiafter it had failed in similar efforts. Just as in the

present agitation Mahatmaji has invited the coun-

try to accept his programme based entirely onTruth and ahimsa
(Non-violence), even so had he

taught the simple and illiterate tenantry of Cham-paran the
lesson of truth and non-violence, not byspeeches but by his action.
Just as he has nowfilled the people of the country with a
determina-tion to win freedom of the country by taking
uponthemselves knowingly and intentionally sufferingand distress,
even so had he taught the tenantry of

Champaran the same lesson by showing his readi-ness to suffer
the hardships of jail life. Just as the

Government officials while knowing the sufferingand distress of
the tenantry and knowing the in-

justice done to it, still wanted to obstruct Mahat-

maji and were prepared even to send him to Jail,even so have
they been following a similar coursein regard to the
Non-co-operation Movement.Before Mahatmaji set his foot in
Champaran, the

tenantry of the district had at times carried on

strong agitation and had sometimes attempted non-

co-operation also. But the foundation of that
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agitation and non-co-operation was not based onahimsa
(non-violence). The Government and

planters who pin their faith in violence and forceand who have
resources to use it effectively alwayssucceeded in.suppressing
their agitation which wasnot free from violence. In the
Non-co-operationMovement also wherever we have departed fromthe
basic principle of non-violence, we have our-selves supplied the
material for our own defeat. Ifwe always keep before us the
principle of non-vio-lence and carry forward our movement with
deter-mination, there can be no doubt that just as successwas
achieved in Champaran and, just as the Akalisof the Punjab are
setting before the country a true

example of non-violent struggle and appear to be

succeeding, even so shall this countrywide move-ment of
non-co-operation succeed. Just as the Gov-ernment themselves
ultimately accepted all thatthe tenantry of Champaran had been
pressing uponthem, sometimes in sorrow, sometimes in anger,even so
shall the Government and its officers ulti-

mately accept whatever the country demands to-

day."In the preface to the English edition which was

published in 1928 I wrote as follows :

"To enable the reader to further appreciatethe effect of the
intensive work of 1917 I may statehere that within the last ten
years indigo has prac-

tically ceased to be grown in Champaran, that the

biggest indigo factories have either been sold or

are being sold, that many of the smaller ones havedisappeared
and the ryot of Champaran is a bolderand more self-respecting
individual than he wasten years ago."


	
I need hardly add that what happened in Cham-paran has been
repeated, as I had hoped, on a vastscale in the country as a whole.
Champaran becamefree from planters' tyranny, India today is free
from

foreign rule. The work in Champaran was comple-ted in a year.
The freedom movement there startedby Mahatma Gandhi has taken some
30 years to bearfruit. The Mahatma lived to see the fruition of
hislabours so far as freedom from foreign rule is con-cerned. He
could not complete the work of recon-struction in Champaran as he
was called awayelsewhere by more pressing demands from the
coun-

try at large. Even so has remained unfinished thework of
reconstruction of India after the winning offreedom. I pray to God
that his spirit may guide thepeople and make them worthy of the
great inheri-tance of his teachings and of the great country
towhich they belong.

New Delhi, 5-7-'49 Rajendraprasad
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SATYAGRAHA IN CHAMPARAN


	
1

LAND AND LIFE

Champaran is the name of an administrativedistrict situated in
the north-western corner of theProvince of Bihar and Orissa in
British India. To itsnorth are the Himalayan mountains and the
territoryof Nepal ; on its west is the district of Gorakhpur inthe
United Provinces

;to its east, is the district of

Muzaffarpur and to its south the district of Saran.The name of a
part of the southern portion of theHimalayan range is Someshwar,
and it falls in partin Champaran. That constitutes the boundary
be-tween Nepal and Champaran. It is about 1,500 feet

high, but one of its spurs on which stands a fortressis 2,884
feet high.

. The biggest river in this district is the Nara-yani which is
also known as the Salagrami or theGandak. In olden times it flowed
right through themiddle of the district ; but it changed its course
and

to-day it forms its southern boundary. It rises in the

Himalayas near a place called Tribeni. Boats can

go right up to Tribeni. During summer there is notmuch water in
the river, but even then country boatscan ply. During the rains the
volume of water be-comes very large and its current very strong.
Theriver is notorious for alligators and crocodiles. ThePuranic
story of Gajagraha has a reference to a

place on the banks of this river in the district ofSaran. The
river second in importance to the Gan-dak which deserves mention is
the Chhoti or Small
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Gandak. It rises from the Someshwar Hill and flowsacross the
district. Up to a certain distance it bearsthe name of Haraha, then
it becomes the Sikrahanaand further down it becomes known as the
Burhi orold Gandak. Many small rivers rising in the hillscome and
join it with the result that the Sikrahanawhich during summer has
hardly a bed of 100 yardsunder water becomes about 2 miles in width
at placesduring the rainy season. Apart from the smaller

rivers, there is a canal made by the British Govern-ment known
as the Tribeni Canal.

It has already been said that at one time the

Gandak flowed through the middle of the district.The river has
changed its course, but traces of itsold course are still there in
the shape of lakes, about

43 in number, in the whole district. Many of theseare deep and
remain under water throughout the

year. Their water, however, is not always drinka-

ble. It is used in indigo factories many of whichhave been
constructed on the banks of these lakes.

Champaran has two kinds of land. To thenorth of the Sikrahana
the soil is hard and the levelof the land low. It is, therefore,
fit for paddy culti-vation. It cannot grow indigo. It is called
hangarlocally. To the south of the Sikrahana, the soil has alarge
admixture of sand in it and paddy cannot be

grown on it. But it is very good for maize, wheat,etc. It is
very good for indigo plantation also. It is

locally known as bheet. The lands in the Terai orhill valley are
very fertile, and although the climateof the locality is unhealthy
for men, it is very goodfor crops. In these parts the crop most
grown is

paddy which may be considered the staple crop ofthe district.
About 56 p. c. of the cultivated land
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is paddy growing. There is a saying current "amongvillagers
which may be translated as follows :"Majhowa is a wonderful country
where even crows

do not care for rice/' Majhowa is the name of the

biggest pargana in Champaran.The climate of Champaran is
considered to be

worse than that of many other districts of Bihar.In the Terai it
is very bad indeed. Malarial fever

rages there, and after the rainy season almost everyhouse
becomes a hospital. The climate of the south-ern portion also
cannot be said to be good. As

v,isA*it/c*ied with other districts of Bihar it is cool.For this
reason it is liked by Europeans. There is

something in the nature of the soil, water and climateof places
on the banks of the Sikrahana and theGandak which causes goitre to
the residents. Inthese parts the people, too, are not intelligent.
Onecomes across many persons who are lame, decrepitand with
goitres. There are many idiots also amongthem. They do not know how
to count, cannot talkcoherently, nor understand what others say,
andsmile and laugh idiotically. Such idiots are locallyknown
as'lagar, and in other districts of Bihar, 'bagarof Majhowa is a
well understood expression. It issaid that in some places even
lower animals have

goitres.

There are only two towns in the district

Motihari, which is the headquarters of the district,and Bettiah
which was -formerly a centre of tradeand is even now the seat of
the Maharaja of Bettiahand the headquarters of a subdivision. The
area ofthe district is 3,531 square miles. There are 2,841

villages in it and the population according to thecensus of 1911
is 19,08,385. About 2 p. c. of the
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population live in towns and the rest live in villages.The
population per square mile is 540. Popu-lation in southern and
eastern portion of the

district, which border on Saran and Muzaffarpur,is denser, while
that in the north-western portionwhich has a bad climate is thin.
It' is worth men-

tioning that large numbers of people have emigratedfrom Saran
and Muzaffarpur and settled in this dis-trict and their number is
increasing. They come andsettle here as agriculturists.

Like other districts of Bihar there is prepon-derance of Hindus
in this district. Their number is16,17,456, while that of
Mussalmans 2,86,067 only. Inand near Bettiah there is a large
population ofChristians. It is said that the wife of Raja Dhrub

Singh of Bettiah was ill and a Christian missionarycured her.
The Raja was pleased and about 1745A. C. set apart some land for
the Christian missionarythere. The number of converts began to
increaseand they now count 2,775 souls. The peculiarity ofthe
Christians of Bettiah is this that there is no dif-ference in the
mode of life and dress of Christiansand other inhabitants of the
place except that theirwomen wear a kind of gown which Hindu women
donot wear. Hindus and Mussalmans in this districtlive in more or
less the same way as in other districtsof Bihar. There is a special
caste of Hindus whichone does not find in other districts. They are
knownas Tharus. They are 34,602 in number and live

mostly in the Terai area. They can bear the climateof that
locality better than other people. They are

simple and truthful. They shun litigation and knowthe art of
agriculture very well. The least interfer-ence or oppression causes
them to vacate their
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villages and emigrate to other and safer places. Theygrow paddy
and live quite happily.

The language of the Hindus and Mussalmans ofChamparan is a
dialect of Hindi known as Bhojpuriwhich agrees almost entirely with
the language ofSaran. In the dialect of the south-eastern portion
ofthe district adjoining Muzaffarpur district there aretraces of
the influence of Maithili. The language ofthe Tharus is also
Bhojpuri, but it contains somewords of their original primitive
language.

2

HISTORY OF CHAMPARAN

Champaran is a corrupt form of the word

Champaranya. It is mentioned in the Puranas. Inits jungles were
the places of penance of Rishis. Itis said that Tappa Duho Suho is
named after Duraniand Surani, the two wives of Raja
Uttanapada.Dhruva was the son of this Raja and he was born inthis
tapovana and did his penance here. Theashrama of Valmiki Muni was
also situate withinthis district. Janaki after her exile took
shelter in

this ashrama of *Valmiki and her two sons Lava andKusha were
born there. The battle between Rama-chandra and his two sons Lava
and Kusha took placesomewhere within this district. The story is
currentthat the capital of Birat Raja where the Pandavaslived
during their exile was also in this district, anda place called
Barahi is still pointed out as that

capital. It is at a short distance from Ramnagar.It is believed
by the local people that the kingdomof Raja Bideha was also here
and he used to live at
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a place called Jankigarh which is also known asChankigarh.

The Lichchhavis reigned in Champaran about 600B. C. They fought
against Ajatashatru of Magadha,were defeated and had to pay tribute
to Magadha.Traces of forts are still extant at Nandangarh andother
places and they are said by historians to belongto the time of the
Lichchhavis. Coins have also beendiscovered in these places which
are of about 1000B. C.

Numerous memorials of the Buddhistic periodare found in
Champaran. Buddha is said to havetravelled through this district in
his journey fromPlasi to Kusinar. His ashes are said to be lying
insome stupa at Lauria Nandangarh or near about it.Many pillars
erected by Ashoka are still seen inseveral parts of the district.
Most of the placeswhere such pillars stand are known as Lauriya,
thatis, the place of the pillar. It appears from this thatat one
time the Buddhists had great influence there.

Raja Ashoka started on his pilgrimage from Patali-

putra (Patna) and went to Ramapurwa passingKesaria, Lauriya,
Areraj and Lauriya Nandangarh,and he set up pillars in all these
places. In thosedays Nepal also formed a part of 'the kingdom
ofMagadha, and this used to be the route for officials

going from Patna to Nepal via Bhikhna Thorce.The Chinese
travellers travelled by this route. BothFa Hian and Huen Tsang have
mentioned theseplaces.

After the Buddhists, the Gupta kings reignedover Champaran and
Raja Harshavardhana's flag alsoflew there. The history of the
period prior to the13th century A. C. is not available in a
reliable form
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but it is said that at one time the Cheddis also reign-ed over
Champaran.

Evidence is available that later on Champaranpassed under the
sway of the kings of Tirhoot. Thetwo kingdoms -% deserving of
mention are those ofSimra and Sugaon. In the 13th and 14th
centuries,the Mussalmans invaded Champaran but they didriot quite
establish themselves there. At the begin-ning of the 16th century,
Sikandar Lodi took posses-sion of Tirhoot and thenceforward Tirhoot
whichincluded Champaran became a part of the Muslim

Empire. No separate history of Champaran is avail-able after
this, as it thenceforward became mixed upwith that of other
districts. In the 18th centurywhen Alivardikhan became Governor of
Bihar andBengal he invaded Champaran and he was helped bythe
Afghans of Darbhanga. His invasion was success-ful and he carried
away a large amount of booty.Sometime later the Afghans who had
helped him re-belled against him but were defeated by
Alivardi-khan. Two of these Afghans, Shamsherkhan andSardarkhan,
took refuge in Bettiah Raj. Alivardi-

khan for this reason invaded Bettiah with the resultthat the
Raja of Bettiah handed over those Afghanswith all their dependants
to him..^

About 1760 there was a war between ShahAlam and the English in
which the latter were suc-cessful. One of the helpers of Shah Alam
was Kha-dim Husainkhan, the Subedar of Purnea. After hisdefeat he
fled towards Bettiah. Miran and GeneralClaude pursued him but on
account of the accidentaldeath of Miran by a stroke of lightning
GeneralClaude had to retrace his steps. But before doing sohe
realized a tribute from the Raja of Bettiah. The
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Raja of Bettiah shortly afterwards raised the stand-

ard of revolt and Mir Kasim invaded Bettiah and

suppressed the rebellion. In 1765 Champaran wasalso granted to
the English by Shah Alam along with

Bengal and Bihar. It should not bg inferred from

this, however, that there was peace after this event.

Shortly afterwards Raja Jugalkishor of Bettiah de-

clared war against the English but he was defeatedand fled to
Bundelkhand leaving his Kingdom. Afterthis time the condition of
Champaran was very de-

plorable. The tribute payable to the English wenton dwindling.
The English thought that without thereturn of Raja Jugalkishor,
Bettiah i would not be-come prosperous again and that their revenue
wouldnot increase. They accordingly asked Raja Jugal-kishorsingh to
return and made over to him \he two

parganas of Majhowa and Simraon in 1771 ; and twoother parganas
of Mehsi and Babra were given to hiskinsmen Srikrishnasingh and
Awadhutsingh.

In 1791 when the Decennial Settlement wasmade the two parganas
of Majhowa and Simraonwere settled with Raja Jugalkishorsingh's
son, Bir-

kishorsingh, and the two parganas of Mehsi andBabra which had
been granted to Srikrishnasinghand Awadhutsingh came to constitute
the Sheohar

Raj. Two other Zamindaris of Madhuban and Ram-nagar also came
into existence about that time. Thissettlement was confirmed in
1793 at the time of thePermanent Settlement. Sometime later
parganaBabra was transferred to the district of Muzaffarpurand only
small parts of Sheohar Raj remained in

Champaran. There are several small Zamindarisnow in existence
but the principal Zamindaris in thedistrict are even now only
three, namelv. Bettiah.


	
EUROPEANS & INDIGO CULTIVATION HRamnagar and Madhuban. It
should not be under-stood, however, that these Zamindaris had their
ori-

gin about this time. The Bettiah Raj is a very old

Raj. It was granted for the first time by EmperorShahajahan to
Ujjainsingh and his descendantshave always hefd it. Similarly the
Ramnagar Raj isalso an ancient Raj. It is said that the ancestors
ofthe Ramnagar Raj came from Chitor and conqueredNepal and they
founded Ramnagar. They got thetitle of Raja from Emperor Aurangzib
in 1676 A. D.

3

EUROPEANS & INDIGO CULTIVATION

The area of the Bettiah Raj is about 2,000 sq.miles. Formerly
communication was not as conve-nient as it is now. Therefore for
better managementthe estate was divided into small parts and
leasedout to lessees. The lessees had to look after the partsleased
out to them, to realize rent from the cultiva-tors and to pay the
same to the Estate. In the earlier

days all lessees were Indians and they had been therefrom before
1793. Later on Europeans who engagedin indigo and sugarcane
cultivation began to takeleases from the Bettiah and Ramnagar
Estates. Theoldest indigo factory was that established by Col.

Hickey at Bara. Later on Turkaulia, Peepra, Moti-hari and Rajpur
factories were established. As timewent on, new factories were
established and theywent on replacing the Indian lessees in the
Bettiah

Raj. In the early times these factories were estab-

lished only in places where the soil was fit for indigoand
sugarcane cultivation. But when they had
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established their influence fully, some Europeansbegan to settle
in the north-western portion of thedistrict also in about 1875. The
soil being unfit for

indigo cultivation, they had to find out other meansof income.
In this way the whole of the district be-came honey-combed with
European factories and

now-a-days there are about 70 such factories, a de-tailed
account of which will be found in later pages.For building their
factories they took small plots ofland from the Bettiah Raj on
perpetual lease. TheBettiah Raj had become encumbered with debt
inabout 1888. Mr. T. Gibbon, its manager, raised aloan of about 85
lakhs in England to liquidate thatdebt. It was arranged that the
Bettiah Raj shouldsettle a portion of its Estate with European
factoryowners in perpetuity, and these latter would pay thereserved
rent towards the liquidation of the debt.

Accordingly lands fetching five lakhs and a half peryear were
settled in perpetual or mokarri lease withfourteen factories. The
result was that this perma-nent interest in the land strengthened
their position

very much. Besides this they also went on takingtemporary leases
from the Raj. Some villages weresettled in perpetuity with
factories by the RamnagarRaj also ; but it is difficult to find
when and underwhat circumstances this took place. Within
recenttimes some factories have also purchased Zamindari

rights in some villages, but that is to a very smallextent only.
At present there are 36 European les-sees under the Bettiah Raj of
whom 23 deal in indigo.More than one half of the district is in the
possessionof European lessees.

In the beginning the planters used to cultivate

sugarcane along with indigo. But from about 1850
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they diminished sugar-cane plantation on account ofthe larger
profit derived from indigo. Ever sincethen the planters have
carried on indigo cultivationunder two systems : (a) Zerait i.e.,
depart-mental cultivation under their direct supervision,(b)
Asamiwar i.e., cultivation through cultivatorsor tenants.

Zerait. The factory owners under this systemused to cultivate
the land in their possession with

the help of their own ploughs and bullocks. Thisland used to be
either the proprietors' (their lessors')

private land or land in which the factory owner had

acquired rights of occupancy. The entire burden ofcultivation
used to be on the factory. The only con-nection that the tenants
had with this cultivationwas that they were liable to render
service on theland or to have their bullocks and ploughs
impressedfor such cultivation under the orders of the factory..The
factory had no doubt to pay something for thiskind of service but
it will be seen later on that

the wages used to be so low that the tenants could

never feel satisfied. To make matters worse the fac-

tory underlings used to deduct a discount from the

wages so paid. Mr. J. A. Sweeney, the Settlement

Officer, stated in his evidence before the ChamparanAgrarian
Committee that

"so far as he was aware no

factory was fully self-contained then in the matterof
cultivating its rural lands ".

Asamiwar. Under this system the factory gotindigo grown by the
tenants. This used to be donein several ways, but the most
prevalent method wasthat known as Tinkathia. Kushki and Kurtauli
sys-tems also deserve mention as other methods.
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About the kurtauli system it was said by theCommissioner of
Patna in 1885 :

" The kurtaulilease is a new institution dating from a very
few

years back There is growing up in our midstand in spite of our
efforts at beneficent legisla-tion, a system under which the ryot
mortgageshis entire holding and the very site of his house fora
period probably extending beyond his own life-time, redemption
being contingent on the repaymentof a loan

;the ryot, to use the common expression, is

selling himself body and soul into hopeless servi-tude."

This system is not widely prevalent in Cham-

paran but there is no doubt that it is very harmfulto the
interests of ryots.

As said above, Tinkathia was the most prevalentsystem in
Champaran. According to it the factoryowners got the tenant to
cultivate indigo in a portionof his holding for which a fixed price
was paid. About1860 the portion so reserved for indigo used to
be

5 kathas per bigha or one fourth of the tenant's

holding. Sometime later, about 1867, this area wasreduced from 5
kathas to 3 kathas per bigha. Sincethen the system came to be known
as tinkathia (orthe system of three kathas). When the factorieswere
being established for the first time, their ownershad no permanent
interest in land. They used totake short term leases from the
Bettiah Raj and to

grow indigo on lands in their possession under theZerait system.
But that was in small quantities.They would place temptation in the
way of the Bet-tiah Raj by offering to take a lease on a
reservedrent equal to the gross rental realizable from tenants,
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and when they got the lease, they would get indigocultivated by
the tenants for their own benefit. Theyused to make much, profit
from indigo. The onlylosers were the tenants^ It is thus apparent
thatwhenever a factory got possession of a village, itsfirst
attempt wolild be to bring as much land as possi-ble under indigo
cultivation ; and for this theyused to cheat, cajole and coerce the
simpletenants into agreeing to grow indigo on their lands.After
sometime these agreements used to be reducedto writing as sattas.
One of the conditions in such

agreements or sattas used to be that the tenantwould grow indigo
on 3 kathas per bigha of his hold-

ing for a number of years sometimes for 20, 25,or even 30 years.
The particular plot of his holdingwhich would be reserved for
indigo would be select-ed by the factory. The land would be
ploughed andotherwise made fit for cultivation by the tenantunder
the supervision of the factory. If the crop was

good a fixed price per bigha would be paid to thetenant. But if
the crop was not bumper, then what-ever the reason for it may be,
the tenant would getonly a reduced price. If the tenant failed to
growindigo, he was liable to pay a heavy sum by way ofdamages for
his breach.

There is evidence to show that both the Zeraitand.Asamiwar
systems of cultivation have been in

vogue ever since indigo cultivation was introducedinto
Champaran. It has already been stated that

originally the indigo used to be grown by tenants on5 kathas out
of each bigha of the holding, and thiswas reduced in 1867 to 3
kathas per bigha. In 1909the Planters' Association passed a
resolution that

this area should be further reduced from 3 to 2
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kathas per bigha but it is not known if this resolu-tion was
given effect to by the factories. It is cer-

tain, however, that many factories did not observe itand many
did not require to do it. The reason forthis will be stated
hereafter. Similarly the price

payable by the factories to the tenants was also raisedfrom time
to time under pressure from the Govern-ment and the tenants. Before
1867 the tenant usedto be paid Rs. 6-8-0 for every acre of indigo.
After

the disturbances of that year the planters underGovernment
pressure increased the rate to Rs. 9 peracre. This was further
raised in 1876 to Rs. 10-5-0,in 1897 to Rs. 12-7-0 and in 1909
after Mr. Gourlay'sReport to Rs. 13-8-0 per acre. Apart from this
therehas been an idea ever since 1878 that no rent shouldbe payable
by the tenant for the area under indigo ;but this rule has not been
followed by the factories.

The cultivation of indigo was more extensive in

Champaran than in any other district of Bihar.

During the survey of 1892-97 indigo used to be grownon 95,970
acres, that is, on 6.63 per cent of the fandunder cultivation. Out
of this about one fourth wascultivated under the Zerait system and
the remain-

ing three-fourths was cultivated under the Asami-war, that is,
the tinhathia system. In those days33,000 labourers used to work in
indigo factories.Later on by reason of the introduction of
Germansynthetic dyes, profits fell and the planters reducedthe
cultivation of indigo, so much so, that in 1905the area under
indigo cultivation fell to 47,800 acresarid in 1914 to 8,100 acres.
In 1914 war was declaredbetween Germany and England and the import
ofGerman dyes ceased. Indigo began to look up onceagain, and the
planters increased its cultivation. In
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1916 indigo was grown on 21,900 acres and in 1917on 26,848
acres, out of which about two thirds were

grown asamiwar and only one-third under the zerait

system. The planters, however, did not lose muchon account of
the fall in the price of indigo, as theydevised means, *to be
detailed later, to transfer the

loss to the shoulders of the poor tenants.

. There are two kinds of indigo Sumatra indigoand Java or Natal
indigo. Before 1905 only Sumatra

indigo used to be grown. For this crop the land is till-ed from
Aswin to Phalgun (September to March) andthe seed is sown in March.
The crop is cut in Asarh(June to July), and this is known as the
Morhancrop. The stump that is left in the field is cut once

again in Bhadon (August to September) and thisis known as
khunti. The Java or Natal indigo is sownin Kartik to Aghan (October
to November) and iscut at the same time as the Sumatra crop. From
100maunds of leaves and stalk about 10 seers of indigocakes are
prepared.

4

GRIEVANCES OF TENANTS

The tinkathia system has been mentioned in thelast chapter. It
is no exaggeration to say that thiswas at the root of all the
troubles and miseries of thetenants of Champaran.

In 1860 there was a great agitation in Bengalagainst indigo. In
those days Babu Harishchandra

Mukerjee was of great help to the tenants and theBritish Indian
Association also sympathized with

them. The miseries of the tenants melted the heartsof the
Christian Missionaries. There were many
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among British officials, too, who sympathized withthe tenants.
Of those Mr. William Herschell, wholater on became Sir William
Herschell, and Mr.

Ashley Eden, who became the Lieutenant-Governorof Bengal as Sir
Ashley Eden, were the most noted.At their suggestion and on
pressure from them theGovernment appointed a Commission with
full

powers to inquire into the grievances of the indigotenants. Mr.
Seton Kerr who was the secretary tothe Government of Bengal was the
president of theCommission and its members were Mr. Richard
Tem-ple, who later became the Lieutenant-Governor ofBengal as Sir
Richard Temple, Mr. Fergusson, a

planter, Mr. John Sale, a missionary, and BabuChanrlramohan
Chatterjee who was an influentialmember of the British Indian
Association. Tenantsfrom the districts of Nadia and Jessore, where
the

indigo trouble was most acute, were brought under

arrangements made by Harishchandra Mukerjee toCalcutta to give
evidence before the Commission.Harishchandra Mukerjee himself gave
evidence. Lal-bihari Day in his Bengal Peasant Life has drawn
abeautiful but heart-rending picture of the planter andthe ryot of
Bengal of those days. Mr. E. W. L. Towerwho was at one time the
Magistrate of Faridpurstated in his evidence before the Commission
as fol-lows :

"There is one thing more. I wish to state that con-siderable
odium has been thrown on the Missionaries forsaying that

' Not a chest of indigo reached Englandwithout being stained
with human blood. 1 That has beenstated to be an anecdote. That
expression is mine, andI adopt it in the fullest and broadest sense
of its meaningas the result of my experience as Magistrate in the
Farid-pur District. I have seen several ryots, sent in to me as
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a Magistrate, who have been speared through thebody. I have had
ryots before me who have been shotdown by Mr. Forde (a planter). I
have put on record, howothers have been first speared and then
kidnapped; andsuch a system of carrying on indigo, I consider to be
a

system of blood-shed."

It appears 'from the Report of the Commissionthat the grievances
of the tenants of Bengal were asfollows :

(1) The contract which the tenants were made toenter into with
the planter regarding indigo was not

voluntarily accepted by them but they were coerced.

(2) Some advance of money used to be forced uponthem for growing
indigo.

(3) They had to give their valuable time to thecultivation of
indigo while it could have been more profit-ably employed in
growing other crops.

(4) Their best lands were taken up for indigo grow-ing.
Sometimes even land on which another crop was

growing used to be taken up for growing indigo and the

standing crop destroyed.(5) There was no certainty about the
indigo crop

with the result that the tenants very often could not repayeven
the advance which became a heavy burden on them.

(6) The underlings of factories used to oppress them.(7) The
factory owners and managers also used to

employ force and beat them.

In the opinion of the Commission almost all the

complaints were well-founded. They held that thetenants were not
at all benefitted by the indigo culti-vation. The planters reserved
the right of selectingthe lands for indigo and sometimes they
caused landin which other crops were growing to be ploughedup for
indigo. The factory amlas (employees) usedto oppress them in
various ways. A tenant who hadonce taken an advance could never
extricate him-self. The Commission recommended that if thetenants
were to be made to grow indigo they should
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be paid at a rate which would satisfy them, and thatif the
system of contracts for indigo was to be con-tinued, they should be
for short terms and theiraccounts should be settled every year; the
land onwhich indigo was to be grown should be mentionedin the
contract itself. The planter should carry the

indigo plant from the field to the factory at his ownexpense.
The tenants should not be required to paythe price of the indigo
seed. The tenants should begiven the right to grow any other crop
on the indigoland after the indigo crop was cut or that if
theywanted to reserve the crop for seeds, they should be

permitted to do so. Separate accounts should be

kept for indigo and the rents payable by them. Theyalso
recommended that arrangements should bemade for the protection of
tenants. Sir John PeterGrant, the then Lt.-Governor of Bengal,
acceptedthe recommendations almost in their entirety. Theresult of
the action taken on this Report was thatwithin a short time indigo
cultivation disappearedaltogether from Bengal. The reason of this
was thatwithout the oppressive system then in vogue, the

planter could not make any profit out of indigoplantation.

About the same time the question of Biharindigo planters was
also raised but there was noHarishchandra Mukerjee in Bihar to take
up thetenants' grievances, nor was there any one amongthe tenants
who kept himself informed about theCalcutta Commission. It is true
that some Biharplanters also gave evidence before the
Commissionfrom which it appears that the same system was invogue in
Bihar also. There was a difference only inone respect. The system
of advances was not so
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oppressive to tenants in Bihar as it was in Bengal ;but the
other grievances were practically the same.

Although the tenants of Champaran have eversince been clamouring
for redress of their grievancesno effort was .made to remove the
root causes oftheir troubles until 1917, so much so that
whenMahatma Gandhi arrived in Champaran in 1917 toenquire into the
grievances of tenants, the planters

began to say that they had no trouble with the

tenants, and that all the trouble was created by out-siders. But
this was later proved to be absolutely un-founded before the
Commission. The Hon. Mr. Maude,in his speech on the Champaran
Agrarian Bill beforethe Bihar Legislative Council, said as follows
:

"I have gone at what I am afraid is rather wearisome

length into the past history of what may perhaps best
bedescribed as the indigo difficulty, because it is constantly

asserted, and I have often heard it said, that there is in

reality nothing wrong or rotten in the state of affairs,that
every one concerned is perfectly happy so long as

they are left alone and that it is only when outside in-fluences
and agitators come in that any trouble is expe-rienced. I submit
that this contention is altogetheruntenable in the light of the
history of past fifty years of

which I have endeavoured to present to the Council a
briefsketch."

It is this tale of woe that is given in brief in the

following pages.The first indigo disturbance in Champaran of

which any record is available was in 1867. It began in

Lalsaraiya*factory. The tenants of Mouza Jaukathia

* It is said of this factory as follows in the
ChamparanGazetteer :

"At one time it was the most renowned indigo factory InBihar,
being the home of M. James Macleod, who was knownas the king of
planters. His stable contained 120 horses.
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refused to grow indigo and sowed other cropson indigo lands. The
residents of other villages fol-lowed suit. The factory bungalow
caught fire andwas burnt. The planters even in those days tried
tofasten the responsibility of this fire*on the tenantsas they did
later on in connection with another firein 1917, but no evidence of
this was available. The

complaints of the tenants were the same in 1917 as

they were in 1867. The Commissioner of Patna inhis report
regarding this disturbance wrote to the

Government that it was not only that indigo cultiva-tion brought
no profit to the tenants but that it caus-ed actual monetary loss
to them ; they were made to

give contracts for indigo ; their best lands were takenfor
indigo ; indigo cultivation was a very difficult

job ; factory underlings used to oppress them. This

disturbance caused a great consternation amongstthe planters.
Indigo cultivation was stopped in a

way and it seemed as if it would disappear altogetherfrom
Champaran. The planters pressed their casebefore the Government and
the latter also helpedthem. As desired by the planters a Small
CauseCourt of two judges was established by the Govern-ment at
Motihari to speedily dispose of cases insti-tuted by planters for
recovery of damages from thetenants for breach of their indigo
contracts. Theresult was that what the 'planters wanted was
achiev-ed without their having to institute suits, and theefforts
of the helpless tenants to get rid of the indigo

oppression failed. There is no wonder that it wasso, as the
agriculturists as a class are timid and par-ticularly those of a
place like Champaran are verysimple. The mere fact of- the
establishment of aCourt at the instance of the planters was enough
to
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cow them. Who can say that the tenants did notregard this action
of the Government as one to helpand uphold the planters ? Again,
what chance wasthere for them to succeed in this unequal fight ?
Thefew cases whicfc did actually go to the Court weredecided
against the tenants. There is no doubt thateven if it be assumed
that the Government was notactuated by any desire to help the
planters, thetenants believed this step to be for that purpose.
It

may be stated here that whatever sympathy the Gov-ernment may
have had with the tenants, it hasalways been exhibited in such a
way that every at-tempt of the tenants to free themselves from
indigohas been met by the Government with some actionwhich went to
help the planters. We shall see lateron how special registrars were
appointed and thatwill make the point clear. The Champaran
Gazetteersays about this disturbance of 1867 as follows :

" The disputes between the ryots and the planters hadat one time
threatened to become very serious. The localofficers almost
unanimously reported that the cultivation

of indigo had become very unpopular, and that there wasnot a
ryot who would not abandon the cultivation if hecould, and this
state of things was ascribed as much to theinsufficiency of
remuneration which the ryots received asto the exactions,
oppressions and annoyance to which theywere exposed at the hands of
the factory servants."

The Provincial Government wrote to the Government of India as
follows about it :

" The time had passed when it could be hoped to carryon indigo
concern profitably by forcing on the ryots a cul-tivation and
labour which was to them unprofitable. The

necessity of giving adequate remuneration had been re-

cognized by the planters although they had too long refusedto
recognize the necessity of making such an advance in
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price but managers of the concerns now saw clearly thedanger
which they had so narrowly escaped and would Intheir own interest
be careful to guard against falling Intosuch an error again."

The planters under pressure from Governmentand finding that
without increasing the price of

indigo it would be impossible for them to continuein Champaran,
raised it from Rs. 6/8/- to Rs. 9/- peracre. The Local Government
consequently did notfind it ne9essary to take any further action.
But theGovernment of India, reviewing the matter, made amost
significant statement :

" The evils of the system were so great that the inter-

position of the Government might become unavoidableunless
measures were taken to remove such elements ofthe system as were
unjust and oppressive."What the Government of India had
anticipated

came soon to be true and shortly after this rise in

price signs of discontent among tenants began tomanifest
themselves in 1871. The price of indigo hadno doubt been increased
but no steps had been takento remove the defects of the oppressive
system. In1871 the Lieut.-Governor, in reviewing the report of

the Commissioner of Patna, wrote as follows :" The practice
under which the ryots were compelled

to give up a portion of their land for indigo is the com-

pulsory feature of the system to which His Honour hasmore
specially alluded as contrary to free trade principles.Again the
practice of forcing the cultivators to exchangesuch of their lands
as may be arbitrarily selected from timeto time by the planter or
his servant is an intolerable

grievance as is well set forth by Mr. Forbes even wherethere is
what purports to be an agreement. In these casesit is obvious that
the character of the agreement is suchthat no person of power and
influence equal to that of the

planter himself would think, as mere matter of business,of
entering into it."
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The Press continued to comment on this subjectin those days and
the attention of the Governmentwas also drawn to it from time to
time. In 1875the Commissioner of Patna proposed that a commis-sion
be appointed to inquire into indigo grievances.Sir Richard Temple
was then the Lieut.-Governor.He thought that the appointment of a
Commissionwould lead to agitation and he accordingly gavedirection
to district officers to decide disputes between

planters and tenants in an impartial manner.When the root cause
of discontent had been left

untouched, it was not to be expected that peace couldbe
restored. In 1877 Mr. Stuart Bayley, the Commis-sioner of Patna,
wrote that although the appoint-ment of a Commission had been
considered inoppor-tune,

"the fact remained that there was much dis-

content manifest enough to local officers ".About this time on
the retirement of Sir Richard

Temple, Sir Ashley Eden * became the Lieutenant-

* He had stated in his evidence before the Bengal
IndigoCommission as follows :

" My opinion is that in no instance within the last six yearsat
least have ryots entered into any large contracts for culti-vation
of the crop and that with the exception of factories

which have large extent of chur lands cultivated, the
indigocultivation is in no instance the result of free agency but
thatit is compulsory."

Explaining the grounds on which his opinion was formedhe stated
:

"First, I believe it to be unprofitable and therefore I can-

not believe that any ryot would consent to take up that
culti-vation involving as it does serious pecuniary loss to
himself.

Secondly, it involves an amount of harassing interference
towhich no free agent would subject himself. Thirdly, from
theconsideration of the act of violence to which the planters
havebeen compelled to resort to keep up the cultivation as
proved
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Governor of Bengal. As has already been statedabove, Sir Ashley
Eden had been Magistrate at thetime of indigo disturbances in
Bengal and was fullyacquainted with the activities of planters. He
thoughtthat instead of taking action openly which mightcause
agitation among planters, it would be betterto get them to agree to
some reforms. He accord-ingly impressed upon them that the practice
of indigocultivation under the asamiwar system was harm-ful to the
interests of tenants, and that theyshould therefore raise the price
of indigo, and that

good feelings between the tenants and planterswould be restored
only if the latter got indigo culti-vated on purely business
principles. He emphasizedthe fact that it was not proper for the
planters to takeforced labour from their tenants.

The planters finding this stiff attitude of theLieut-Governor
which might be the cause offuture trouble, established the Bihar
Planters'

Association which is still in existence. In its veryfirst
sittings, the Association decided to enhance the

price of indigo from Rs. 9/- to Rs. 10/5/- per' acre.It was also
resolved that no rent should be charged

by the criminal record of Bengal. Fourthly, from the admis-sion
of the planters themselves that if the ryots were free

agents they would not cultivate indigo. Fifthly, the
necessityunder which the planters state themselves to be of
spendinglarge sums in the purchase of Zamindaries and rights of
other

description giving them territorial influence and powers of

compulsion without which they would be unable to procure
thecultivation of indigo. Sixthly, the statement of ryots and
the

people generally in the districts in which I have been.

Seventhly, as soon as the ryots became aware of the fact
that

they were by law practically free agents they at once
refused

to continue cultivation."
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from the tenants for the land on which indigo was

grown. But it must be said with regard to this lastresolution
that many did not care to observe it. Withregard to other
complaints of the tenants the Asso-

ciation passed several resolutions which require tobe stated as
showing what grievances the tenantsthen had and that in spite of
these resolutions theyremained unredressed and were stated before
Mr.

Gourlay in 1909 and were found to exist in 1917 atthe time of
Mahatma Gandhi's inquiry. Among therules then adopted, some of the
most important werethat the price of indigo should be at the rate
of Rs.

9/- per bigha measured with a pole of 6i cubits,that even in the
absense of a stipulation to the con-

trary, the planters could not without the consent ofthe tenant
exchange the indigo land, and thateven if the indigo land was
changed, the landof one tenant should not be exchanged with that
of

another, and that if any complaint was made againstany member of
the Association, the Associationshould be entitled to inquire
thereinto and if thatmember did not obey its orders, he would be
liableto be removed from the Association. After some

correspondence with the Government they also madea rule that if
a tenant grew indigo on 3 kathas for

every bigha of his holding his rent would not beliable to be
enhanced.

When these rules were formed, the Local Gov-ernment thought the
discontent would disappearand it took no further steps. But it was
the opinionof Sir Ashley Eden that one of the reasons of
thetenants' discontent was that Zamindars used to leaseout their
villages to planters who thereby gainedgreat power over the tenants
and got an opportunity
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to oppress them. But nothing however was done to

remedy this ; on the other hand, as has already beenshown above,
the planters managed to make theirhold stronger on the Bettiah Raj.
On account of theBettiah Raj being encumbered, a loan of 85
lakhswas raised in England in 1888, and for its repaymenta large
number of villages was given in perpetualleases to planters. Such
leases were granted to 14factories of which the most important were
three,viz., Turkaulia, Peepra and Motihari. Besides,

temporary leases continued to be given to thefactories.
Consequently, although to all outward

appearances there was peace, discontent amongtenants was
smouldering. In 1887 there was a greatfamine in Bihar and the
people in Champaran suffer-ed very much. The planters at that time
raised the

price of indigo further from Rs. 10/5 to Rs. 12/-

per acre. But even this did not satisfy the tenantsand their
discontents found expression from time totime. In 1906 the tenants
of Telhara factory murder-ed its manager, Mr. Bloomfield. Many of
them wereprosecuted and the Sessions Judge sentenced threeof them
to death, but on appeal the sentences ofdeath were set aside and
they were given six years'imprisonment.
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1907 - 1909

There is a limit to forbearance. Even an ant,if you tread upon
it, opens its small mouth to biteyou in revenge. It has been shown
in the previouspages that the tenantry of Champaran
thoroughlydisliked indigo cultivation. They were daily prayingfor
relief against it. Things went on somehow upto 1907. With the
beginning of 1907 signs of dis-content began to manifest themselves
in the Bettiahsubdivision. Some tenants of Sathi factory
expressedtheir unwillingness to grow indigo on the groundthat it
was unprofitable. On account of heavy floodin 1906 they had lost
their paddy crop and they werein pecuniary difficulties. The
planters on the otherhand were insisting on having indigo grown.
Thesewere the causes of the discontent. In March 1907some tenants
had submitted a petition to the Magis-trate at Motihari in which
they stated among otherthings

" That for six or seven years, the Sathi Factory is

oppressing your petitioners in many ways and is exactingfrom
them higher rent and begar (forced labour) and

forcing your petitioners to cultivate indigo againstyour
petitioners' wishes without adequately paying forthem and bringing
false criminal cases against your peti-tioners and other tenants to
execute indigo sattas."

When Mr. F. C. Coffin, the manager of the Sathifactory, saw that
it was not possible to have indigocultivation according to old
methods, he sought the

help of Government officials. Whatever the reasons

29
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may have been, some of the tenants were made spe-cial constables
by the Magistrate so that there mightbe no breach of the peace. But
this did not preventit. There were several criminal cases in
connectionwith indigo cultivation. In July 1907, there was
acriminal case in the villages of the Sathi factory in

which one Sundaraman Rai, a gumasta (agent) ofthe factory,
charged Foujdar Dube and others with

having prevented one Kalicharan Teli from servingin the factory
and that they had assaulted factoryservants who had gone to fetch
him. The defenceof the accused persons was that this case had
been

got up only to coerce them into submission. Mr. E.L. Tanner was
the Magistrate of Bettiah at the timeand he convicted the accused
persons.

On the seventh of August 1907, the tenants ofthe factory
submitted a petition to the Collector of

Champaran in which they fully set out their grievan-ces. In it
they stated :

" That instead of growing indigo at three kathaa

per bigha, the factory introduced a new system. In halfthe area
the factory had compelled your petitioners to

grow indigo and in the other half jai (oats) and that itallows
only Rs. 15A per bigha for jai although accordingto out-turn
deducting expenses of cultivation, it comes upto almost Rs. 45/-
per bigha.

" That if the total area of indigo and jai cultivated

by your petitioners does not come to three kathas

per bigha, the factory for balance area realizes paddy atthe
rate of 25 maunds per bigha and if it is not paid intime, its price
is realized at the market-rate at the time

of realization, and that the factory does not pay any com-

pensation for paddy or its price thus realized .... That
bul-lock carts, ploughs and labourers of your petitioners and

petitioners themselves are forced to work at J of the ordi-

nary wages and sometimes for nothing."


	
1907 - 1909 31

They finally prayed for inquiry. Mr. T. S. Mac-

pherson, the Magistrate, directed Mr. Tanner to holdthe inquiry
and in his order said :

" The matters raised are of great Importance to the

peace of the villages concerned and a sifting inquiry asto the
existence of the causes of complaint specified is

essential. It should be as wide and unrestricted as possible.I
can see that certain persons are ring-leaders, but it does

not at all follow that the agitation which is so widespread,is
without foundation."

It appears that Mr. Tanner's inquiry did not

satisfy the tenants, as Shaikh Gulab, who was con-sidered to be
the leader of the tenants, along with

other tenants submitted a memorial to the Lieut.Governor in
which he said about this inquiry :

" That the Sub-Divisional Officer of Bettiah went onlyto three
Mouzas and made inquries of some of your memo-rialists and then
went away leaving the enquiry incom-plete."

About the beginning of November, the Sub-

Inspector of Police of Lauriya Thana submitted a

report to the Magistrate of Bettiah that some tenantswere
dissuading others from growing indigo and

paying rent and that they should be bound downunder section 107
of the Code of Criminal Procedure.The Magistrate took securities
from several tenantsfor keeping the peace. The poor tenants felt
verymuch oppressed by these proceedings. Many of themeven went to
jail, many had to furnish security >forgood behaviour and many
were made special con-stables. A memorial that was submitted to
theLieut.-Governor evoked no satisfactory response. Butin spite of
all this the tenants did not agree to growindigo ; and ultimately
the Sathi factory had to giveup indigo cultivation. Thus a heavy
load was takenoff the shoulders of the tenants.
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But it was not to be expected that the factorywould take things
lying down. It found out anothermeans of realizing money from the
tenants, so thatthe loss of indigo was made up in another way.

In 1880 the Sathi factory had excavated a canal

for irrigating its indigo land. It had 'given an agree-ment to
the Bettiah Raj whereby it had bound itselfto maintain this canal
and to permit tenants to irri-

gate their lands by its means without any charge.So long as the
tenants had cultivated indigo they

had been permitted to irrigate their lands without

any charge. When in 1908 the factory stopped cul-tivating
indigo, it started realizing Rs. 3/- per bighafrom the tenants for
supplying water. This tax wasnamed pain kharcha (canal tax). The
tenants never

freely consented to pay this tax ; but the factory gotthem to
execute agreements for it. It is alleged thatthose tenants who
refused to execute agreementswere forced to do so. A special
Registrar was depu-ted by the Government to register these
agreements.The tenants knew what it meant to raise their
headsagainst the factory ; they consequently executed

them even against their will. The factory promisedin these
agreements to supply enough water for irri-

gation, but this promise remained a promise on

paper only. Even tenants, whose fields could neverbe reached by
the water of this canal and who werenever benefited thereby, had
also to pay this tax ofRs. 3/- per bigha. At the time of the survey
of1913-15 the tenants of the Sathi factory refused to

pay this water tax. The Survey Officers made in-quiries and
found that this yearly irrigation tax hadbeen realized even from
those tenants who had neverderived any benefit from the canal.
After a sifting
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inquiry the truth came out and these agreementswere cancelled
and this tax came to be regarded asan illegal exaction and was
stopped. The tenants

gratefully accepted this decision and now if thotenant wants to
take water from the canal, he getsit after paying for it.

!t used to be the practice in the Sathi and someother factories
of the Bettiah sub-division to get

indigo grown without any written agreement. In1907-08 the
tenants of Sathi factory stopped growingindigo. This news spread to
the neighbouring villa-

ges also. They also began to stop indigo cultivation.One Shaik
Gulab had taken a prominent part in stop-ping indigo cultivation in
the Sathi villages. His

example put new life into other villagers. ShaikhGulab had to
suffer imprisonment and much pecu-niary loss for his activities but
he rose very muchin the estimation of the villagers. They began
tolook up to him as their true friend and leader. Therewas another
factory named Parsa factory at a shortdistance from the Sathi
factory. Signs of discontent

among the tenants of this factory became visible inSeptember
1908. A big fair is held at Bettiah atthe time of Bijaya Dashami.
People from distant vil-

lages visit this fair. The tenants converted this fairinto an
instrument to propagate their ideas. ShaikhGulab and one Sitalrai,
who was an inhabitant ofa village near Parsa began to persuade the
tenantsnot to grow indigo. Some people went so far asto devise
means for driving out the planters. On re-turning home from the
fair the tenants began totalk among themselves about these matters
and theirideas began to grow. Sitalrai devoted himself heartand
soul to the uprooting of the system of indigo
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cultivation. He used to collect the tenants at nightand to
preach to them not to grow indigo. Thetenants were made to take
oath in these meetings.This agitation was, however, confined to the
tenantsof the factories of Mallahia, Parsa, Baeriya, andKundia. It
is said that the tenants had so organizedthemselves that on hearing
a particular singularsound, the tenants of several villages would
assemblein no time at a particular place. On the 16th October,1908,
the tenants commenced the disturbance

openly and a certain peon of the Parsa factory wasassaulted. It
is alleged that they also attacked the

manager of the factory. News of the disturbancewas immediately
sent to the Government. The Gov-ernment sent military police to
check it. On the26th October Sitalrai and a wealthy
Marwadi,Radhumal, were arrested. People say even now thatin those
days the military police and the Gurkhas

oppressed them very much, and particularly thetenants have not
yet forgotten the name of InspectorKnight, nor can they forget
those black days. Mostof tfce newspapers commented on those
incidents atthe time. The Statesman of Calcutta deputed a spe-cial
correspondent who wrote on the 27th Novemberas follows :

" A remarkable state of affairs exists at the presentmoment at
Bettiah in the Champaran district in Bihar.Disputes between the
planters and the ryots have led toacts of hostility, and in order
to protect the Europeanpopulation large forces of Bengal armed
police and Gur-khas have been drafted into the town and its
neighbour-hood. Fifty rounds of ball ammunition have been servedout
to each member of the Bihar Light House and in partsthe division
has assumed a perfectly warlike appearance.Seven cases have been
reported to the police in whichEuropeans were attacked. Other
stories are current in the
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neighbourhood of equestrians being ambushed, of frantic

rides along jungle paths through crowds of ruffians armedwith
lathis and of inoffensive folk being molested on the

high way. Police Inspector Knight was badly mauled bya bndmash
with a lathi. Mr. Maxwell Smith, a planter, waschased by a mob and
a turn-turn belonging to Mr. Moore,Factory Manager", was burnt at
Muzaffarpur.

" On Wednesday last nineteen persons were convictedhere under
section 143 I.P.C. for being members of anunlawful assembly and
sentenced, besides graduated finesin each case, to the full term of
six months' solitary con-finement. There are now no less than 200
prisoners await-ing their trial at Motihari under various charges,
chieflyfor assaulting Europeans, for arson and under section 505for
inciting class against class. The principal accuse^ inthis group is
Sitalrai who holds ryoti lands under Mr.S. E. Coffin of the Sathi
factory in Bettiah Sub-division.

Radhumal, a Marwadi banker, and Ramswarath his gumastawere
arrested recently."

On the 18th November, 1908, there was a meet-ing of the Bengal
Legislative Council and the Hon.Mr. Duke stated as follows :

" The attention of the Government has been directedto the
disturbances in Champaran ever since they com-menced. Its attention
was first attracted by the actualoccurrence of the breaches of the
peace, for no representa-tion had been addressed to it or any of
its officers on behalfof the persons who created the disturbance
until breachesof the peace had taken place and the law had been

put into motion to repress them. Government is notaware that any
persons had to be released in consequenceof the absence of its
sanction to prosecute them, as sanc-

tion was granted in the cases in which it was asked for.It is
not possible to answer in further detail at present,but Government
has set itself to restore order and represscrime. The neighbourhood
is generally quiet and as soonas it is reasonably certain that
there will be no furtherresort to violence, a full enquiry will be
made into thecauses of the outbreak. An experienced officer has
beenselected and furnished with full instructions as to the
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subjects to be examined; but no such enquiry could be

undertaken without greater danger to the public peace or

usefully conducted so long as the peace of the district

continues to be disturbed."

The Magistrate of Bettiah was unable to take

up all the prosecutions for trial and,the Government

deputed a Special Magistrate Mr. Goode. There were

about fifty cases in which more than 300 personswere convicted.
Radhumal admitted his guilt andwas let off with a fine of Rs.
3,000. Sitalrai wassentenced to 2i years

7

rigorous imprisonment and a

fine of Rs. 1,000. The Government further postedan additional
punitive police force in these partswhich remained there from
November 1908 to April1909. The entire cost of the force was
realized fromthe tenants and it is estimated that this came toabout
Rs. 30,000.

It has been saicj above that whenever the tenantsof Champaran
have tried to free themselves from themiseries of indigo
cultivation, the planters have

always laid the blame of the agitation among themon the
shoulders of outsiders. On this occasion toothey tried to do the
same by starting the theory that

Bengalis had created this ferment among the tenantsfor political
reasons. But this accusation was whollybaseless and the special
correspondent of the

Statesman, reviewing the situation, wrote on the2nd December
1908 as follows :

" The expediency of a departmental inquiry by the

government into the troubles of the planters and the

grievances of the ryots will probably have been suggestedby my
last letter upon the present situation in this sub-division of
Champaran. From enquiries I have madetoday, it seems that some
action of the Government is

generally regarded as not only desirable but necessary andas the
wish is father to the thought, it is hinted as a
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possibility that a Commission may be appointed when thePolice
Court cases are over in order that a thorough in-

vestigation may be made. In the meantime, in view ofthis not
unlikely contingency, it -is only fair to those whoare connected in
any way with the case that I shouldpublish the result of my
interview with the ryots and soto collate and confront them with
the recorded statementsof planters.

"At the outset I must record certain alleged acts of

reprisal on the part of the factory servants and so-called'

friendly villages' who, now that they are backed by

bayonets and rifles, have, it is said, turned upon the'

enemy' in some parts of the district with retaliatory lathi

blows. During the riots of the ryots some hard knockswere
occasionally given as the evidence shows, and someof those who were
knocked in the first place have, it isrumoured, been returning the
compliment with compoundinterest. While walking early this morning
through thebazaar an individual of the cooly variety came run-

ning to me with a lamentable tale of assault and
beatingcommitted upon him by a factory peon. He shed more tearsin
five minutes than I should otherwise have considered

possible in the case of a man, and pointing to his body he

indicated by weird gesticulations a great weal which clear-

ly indicated the impression of a bound bamboo. I gavehim some
pice and told him to place his complaint beforethe Magistrate, and
as he received the money with favourand the instructions with
disfavour, there it seemed the mat-

ter had ended. Upon my return to the place of tents, how-ever,
an ox-wagon drew up to my door, and by mostpitiful lamentations my
attention was drawn to theoccupants. What I saw then is common
enough to thosewho have trailed through a campaign, but unless war
hasactually broken out in this usually peaceful province it

was a sight to be wondered at. The wagon contained a

party of wounded men. One had a blood-stained bandageround his
arm. Another had his jaws tied up in a clothand upon this there
were blood stains ; upon the partygenerally there were contusions
and abrasions. A white-haired person in the group who did all the
howling seemedto have nothing the matter with him at all, however,
and
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it was he who told the story, the truth or falsity of whichmust
be left to another tribunal, as to an alleged assault

by factory servants, in the absence of the proprietor, uponhis
unfortunate companions. If any reliance can be placedupon the
garrulous individual in question the planterwould be well advised
if in future he keeps a sharp eyeupon his

'friendlies '.

"I have been requested by some of the planters to

deny the statement which has evidently gained some cre-

dence, that the recent agitation was engineered by Ben-

galee agitators. The observation appeared, I am told, ina
certain Calcutta newspaper. One has only to live fiveminutes in
Bettiah to realize the absurdity of the conten-

tion made by the correspondent in the present instance,for there
is an inherited antipathy, undefined as Indian

antipathies are, between Bengalees and Biharees which atonce
precludes the argument. A Bengalee anarchist wouldprobably get as
much chance of a hearing in Bettiah asMoody and Sankey might have
done in Mecca. On the otherhand, it would, generally speaking, be
just as profitableto expound a problem of Euclid or to deliver an
expositionupon somatology as to preach politics to the Bettiahis.
The

existing trouble is purely agrarian. The ryots had heldtheir
holdings for generations, they rarely pass beyond thelimitations of
the farms ; they know nothing and care no-thing about the hubbub of
the outside world; the entireinterest of each one of them is
centred upon his own indi-vidual paddy patch. In the police court
evidence it is saidthat the ryots conspired to

' drive the Sahibs out of the

country', but the country in their case means the
BettiahSub-division, not the Indian Empire, and it is erroneousto
suppose that the agitation has anything to do with

Bengalee anarchism.

"I interviewed today some persons whose names need

not be mentioned, within the 'eloka of a certain factorywhere
the agitation commenced in the first instance. Theryots in this
elaka have not renewed the sallas of their

forefathers, and they contend in the absence of any agree-ment
to the contrary, that they are under no obligation tocultivate
indigo on their farms for the use of the factories.
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The Question of Compulsion" ' Has any compulsion been made in
order to induce

you to grow indigo ?' was the first question put to the

visitors from Sathi." ' Since last year there has been no
compulsion/ said

one of the men,' either as regards indigo or any other

crop for the benefit of the factory. We have merely topay Rs. 3
per bigha in order to evade the obligation todevote three kathas in
the bigha to indigo cultivation.'

" ' By that payment you acknowledge the existence ofsome sort of
obligation ?

'

" 'Yes,' replied the second man, 'under the old satta

we were paid Rs. 19 per bigha for growing indigo.Although we
have now no formal sattas we have hithertobeen growing indigo under
the conditions contained in theformer contracts. For about
twenty-five years we haveworked without sattas. For the past thirty
years no newagreements have been introduced until recently. I
havenever seen a aatta. The Sahib was quite willing to go onwithout
them, seeing no necessity for their re-introduction.Last year,
however, the Sahib purchased about 400 rupeesworth of agreement
stamps, and in some places, by force,he compelled the assamis to
sign new sattas. They havesince petitioned the Collector stating
that they were com-

pelled by the Sahib against their will to subscribe to thesenew
contracts. Under the sattas a ryot receives Rs. 15per bigha for
oats and Rs. 19 for indigo ; but from our owncountry crops we can
make Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 per bighaA bigha would realize from 60 to 70
maunds of oats, andin the rainy season, when oats (a winter crop)
have beenharvested, we are able to get a full crop of paddy,
whichmay possibly come to from 60 to 65 maunds, which wouldrealize
about Rs. 120.'

" ' What do you mean when you say that your brotherswere forced
to sign new agreements ? '

" 'They were compelled by the institution of false

charges and imprisonment. Last year there were severalcases
against my relatives and they were bound down tokeep the peace/
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Is it not a fact that after the indigo is cut, you areat liberty
to grow rabi for your own use on the indigoland ? '

" ' Wo are not allowed to do so. The land must befallow until
the next sowing in order to increase its product-iveness. The
introduction of Java seed? is an experimentand at present it
occupies the ground for three years tothe exclusion of country
crops. We do not want to growindigo. As regards sugar-cane, it does
not pay us suffi-

ciently to cultivate it for the factories. We can make
muchbigger profits if we grow crops for ourselves in our
ownway.'

" *If that is true, how do you account for so much

sugar-cane being sent to a factory by outside ryots, whoare
under no such compulsion as you suggest ?

'

" 'It comes about in this way. The ryots grow cane

in order to convert it into golden sugar. They have notthe
requisite machinery for converting their entire cropsand what
remains of the cane is sold to the factories. Thefactories have
sufficient lands of their own both for indigoand sugar, and they
should therefore allow us the freedomof doing as we like/

" ' You were contented and happy in the past whileworking for
the Sahibs. Why have you changed your atti-tude so suddenly ?

'

" ' At a time when food stuffs were cheap, we werewilling to
grow indigo. For the last few years, however,there has been draught
and scarcity and the prices ofcereals have gone up and we can now
make larger profitsfrom our own crops. When growing indigo we are
en-gaged in that work throughout the year and our own landsare
neglected and we have to pay bakahees to the Sajawal,the Tokedar,
and Ziledar of the factories ; if we do not,they make us do extra
work which is objectionable to usand the dhangara who did menial
work in the past, at4 as. per day, have been sent away and we are
compelledto do their task ourselves, at 5 or 6 pice. For these
reasonswe do not wish to contract with th& Sahibs for the
culti-vation of indigo/

"
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After the restoration of peace the Government

deputed Mr. W. R. Gourlay, who was at the timeDirector of
Agriculture and who had also served asthe Magistrate of Champaran
formerly, to inquireinto the grievances of the tenants. He arrived
atBettiah on the 20th December, 1908, and began his

enquiries. The tenants of Champaran even nowgratefully remember
the name of Mr. Gourlay andsay that if all the Government Officials
were like him,all their miseries would have disappeared long
ago.Mr. Gourlay, after a thorough enquiry, submitted a

report to the Government. That report is still asealed book to
the public as it was not published.Several times questions were
raised in the Bengaland Bihar Councils, particularly by the Hon.
Babu

Brajakishoreprasad who was a member of the Ben-gal Council in
1910. But the Government never gavesatisfactory replies and flatly
refused to publish the

report. The Press also severely criticised this actionof the
Government but to no effect. The result wasthat the suspicion of
the public became deeper thatin Mr. Gourlay's report there must be
the findingthat the tenants' grievances were well founded andthat
the planters were to blame. The Hon'ble Mr,Maude, while introducing
the Champaran AgrarianBill into the Bihar Council, said as follows
regardingthis report :

"The result of that inquiry (Mr. Gourlay's) was are-statement of
all the old grievances which figured in all

previous inquiries. Mr. Gourlay found that the cultivationof
indigo on the Asamitoar system did not pay the ryct,that the ryot
had to give up his best land for indigo, thatthe cultivation
required labour which could be more pn>-fitably employed
elsewhere, and generally that the systemwas irksome, and led to
oppression by the factory servants."
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After this report, the Lieut-Governor, Sir

Edward Baker, like Sir Ashley Eden on a previousoccasion,
explained the situation to the planters andhad conferences with
them at Darjeeling and Patnain 1909-10. The result of these
conferences wasthat the price of indigo was once again raised by12
1 per cent, and it was decided that the tenantsshould be made to
grow indigo in 2 instead of 3hathas per bigha .of their.holding and
they shouldnot be required to raise any crop other than indigofor
the factories. It has to be stated with regret that

in spite of this decision, some planters continued tocause
tenants to grow in 3 kathas instead of 2kathas not only indigo but
other crops also, such as,

sugar-cane and barley. It must also be added herethat after Mr.
Gourlay's report, the Government re-leased all those tenants who
had been convicted andwere in prison. It is the belief of the
people thatthat was also a result of Mr. Gourlay's report.

The tenants of Champaran remained quiet forsome time after these
incidents. But it should notbe inferred from that that their
grievances had beenremoved. The oppression of the planters
continuedas before and the question was discussed from timeto time
in the Council and in the Press. When theKing Emperor and Queen
Empress came to India in1911-12, they visited the Nepal Tarai near
BhikhnaThoree for shikar, About 15,000 tenants assembledat
Narkatiaganj railway station to lay their grievan-ces before them.
The story is that they shouted outtheir grievances, but on His
Majesty's inquiry aboutthe cause of the shout, it was represented
to him asan expression of welcome and joy on their part. Itis no
doubt true that they expressed their joy and
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welcome but they also represented their grievances.To their
misfortune, however, only the former reach-ed the ears of Their
Majesties and not the latter.When His Majesty reached Calcutta a
number oftenants went there and sent in a memorial to him.This was
forwarded under His Majesty's commandsto the Government of India
for proper action ; butit was unfortunately returned to the senders
on the3rd February, 1912, by the Government of India forthe reason
that it had not been submitted throughthe proper channel ! The
hopes which the poortenants had formed from Their Majesties' visit
werethus dashed to the ground.

In 1913 the Biharee which was the principaldaily paper of Bihar
wrote several articles about

Champaran.*By that time Bihar had been separated from

Bengal. Sir Charles Bayley had been appointedLieut.-Governor of
Bihar. It appears that the

articles in the Biharee produced only one result,and that was
that Babu Maheshwarprasad, the fear-less editor of the paper, was
by some under-handmeans removed from the editorship, and the
proprie-torship of the paper which was formerly owned bya limited
company, passed into the hands of a rich

Raja, who had held the largest share in the company.In 1911-12
and 1912-13 the tenants submitted

several memorials to the Government, the Collector

and other Officials. But so far as is known it doesnot appear
that any action was taken on them which

*See the daily Biharee llth, 12th, 13th, 15th and 28th

September, and 1st, 25th, 26th, and 27th October, 3rd
December1912 and llth January, 4th, 22nd and 23rd February, 2nd
April,and 6th July, 1913.
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could assure them that there was any one beforewhom they could
lay their grievances. It so happen-ed that in some cases these
memorials were for-warded to the very planters against whom
complaintshad been made in them. The Amrita> Bazar Patrikaof
Calcutta, commenting on this incident, unearthedan old incident of
the Muzaffarpur district in which

the Magistrate of Hajipur had referred for report to

Mr. Konstam of Singhia Factory a complaint againsthim and this
"My dear Mr. Konstam" practice (ofwriting demi-official letters)
continued in Champa-ran up to 1911-12 as was shown by the articles
in theBiharee. In November 1912 Sir Charles Bayleyvisited the
Sonepur fair and there he was receivedwith great eclat by the
planters. They presented anaddress to the Lieut.-Governor in reply
to which HisHonour said as follows :

"I need not say how fully I and my colleagues share

3'our hope that the relation of the planting communitywith the
officials, zamindars and ryots will always remainon the present
satisfactory footing."

Reviewing this speech of His Honour, the Indian

Planters' Gazette, which is the organ of the planters,wrote as
follows :

"Peculiarly apposite too at this particular juncture was

His Honour's reference to the satisfactory relation betweenthe
planting community and the officials, zamindars, and

ryots, and we hope that the vivacious editor of the Biharee,the
erudite author of the articles on the planter and the

ryots that have lately filled blank spaces in our Patna con-

temporary, will digest this public official utterance whichso
quietly and effectively gives the Biharee the lie direct.Our
contemporary called upon God and Government tohear while he bore
witness to planter oppression and

planter extortion. Will the Government at any rate regardhis
testimony as false ? We hope that our contemporary
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has the courage born of convictions, we hope that hiseditorials
were not merely attempts to foment discontentand discord."

It was the misfortune of Champaran tenants that

just at a time when they were sending memorial aftermemorial to
ttie Lieut-Governor detailing their

grievances, His Honour thought it fit to give the

planters a certificate of character. But it is a law ofnature
that truth can never be suppressed. Truth

always finally conquers. Whatever Sir Charles Bay-ley may have
said in reply to an address of welcome,the whole truth came out in
1917.

6

SHARAHBESHI, TAWAN, HARJA

We have now arrived at a period when by theiradroitness the
planters put a heavy burden on thetenants for ever to carry. Till
then the factories

used to get indigo grown and whatever of force or

oppression there was, was in connection with thecultivation of
indigo. But the synthetic dyes ot

Germany had reduced the price of indigo to a verygreat extent
and indigo cultivation was not as pro-fitable as it used to be
formerly. In some placesthere was actually loss. Many factories
were closedin the district of Saran

;and so also many of then,

stopped work in the districts of Muzaffarpur, Dur-bhanga, and
Monghyr, and those that remained were

growing other crops, like other agriculturists, ontheir land.
Champaran was not altogether freefrom the effect of this
competition, and there, too.where in 1892-97 indigo had been grown
on an

average on 91,000 acres, every year, in 1914 only
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8,100 acres were under indigo. The Governmentmade great efforts
to save the indigo industry.Many scientists began to investigate
the subject, but.there was no chance of any profit from indigo
culti-vation visible. Even indigo grown and manufactur-ed by labour
which was not paid for, or if at all at a

very low and nominal rate, and which the tenantswere compelled
to cultivate at a loss to themselves,instead of yielding profit now
became a source ofloss to the planters. Inscrutable are the ways of
Pro-vidence ! The tenants saw that what they had notbeen able to
accomplish by their petitions to the.Government and occasional
outbursts of violence wasnow going to happen of itself, and they
began to seethe dawn of hope for release from indigo oppression.But
who knew that behind the rays of dawning lighta storm was gathering
which for some time at leastwould over-cast the brightness and
spread darknessonce again ?

The planters saw that they must give up indigocultivation. The
profits- that used to be derivedfrom indigo cultivation could not
be made from culti-vation of ordinary country crops. They had
alsoinvested large sums in tools and plants in their

factories, and all this would be a dead loss. Theywould be
reduced to the position of ordinary agri-culturists. They began to
think of means by whichall the loss should be transferred from
themselvesto the tenants, and from 1912 to 1914 they were en-

gaged in this enterprise of transferring the loss thatshould
have been borne by them on to the shouldersof the tenants. They
devised various means to

accomplish this, and of these Sharahbeshi, Tawan,Hunda and Harja
deserve special mention.
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The land in north-western Champaran is not fitfor indigo
cultivation. When factories were esta-blished in those parts,
indigo cultivation was notsuccessful. They used to grow paddy, and
in someplaces sugar-cane and oats ; but these were not so

profitable, and the great source of their profit wasrealization
of abwabs or illegal cesses. It will beshown later what these
abwabs were. Here thesefactories are mentioned only because it was
one ofthem that discovered a means of making up the lossto it from
loss of indigo. There is a factory in these

parts at a place called Murla. When this factory sawas early as
1897-98 that there was no hope of profitfrom indigo in those parts,
it began to realize fromthe tenants a sort of cess as a substitute
for indigo
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