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HISTORY OF THE CONCRETE LAWN
 1895-1919
 LEGEND
 Lake
 Buildings that have
 remained
 Buildings that have been
 added on
 LEGEND
 Lake
 Buildings that have been
 added on
 Imagined area of the
 swamp
 This map shows the University of Melbourne in
 1895, superimposed on the previous land which is
 assumed to be a swampy area where the Wurundjeri
 would gather food.
 Early maps (pre-settlement) are not easily
 available as “evidence of such (indigenous)
 occupation is difficult to discern” (Johnson & Wallis,
 2014).
 Below is an imagined swamp landscape,
 showing a pre-existing water body that is later
 drained to form a lake preceding the Concrete Lawns
 we see today.
 Pre-settlement-1895
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1985-2016
 Combined
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Summary
 History
 The historical periods preceding the formation of Concrete Lawn all point to the same characteristic of the
 site as an open space used to gather people together. It is thus a site of communal activity and bonding, and
 one that has great cultural significance to both the first people to inhabit it and the current generation. Its
 form, from a swamp to a lake, then a lawn, has always changed in response to a new need, such as space
 constraints or a type of aesthetic landscape, which reflects how people have always imposed their own
 desires on a space throughout its history.
 Action
 By studying the temperature and shadow around the concrete lawn comparatively, we find out that there are
 close connections between actions and the climate. Firstly, the higher temperature occurs in the centre of
 the lawn, where there are few trees and buildings which can block the sun. So the people in the centre of
 lawn only go across the lawn quickly but do not rest. Conversely, at the side of building, many students sit on
 the grass. The shade of the trees makes the temperature lower than the other places and some benches
 around the trees are a comfortable leisure zone to the people. In some cases, there are also some students
 who stay at the entry of each building although the temperature over there is not so comfortable because it is
 easy to enter the building to their classes.
 Climate
 The shadows cast are shorter near midday, and points westward in the morning and eastward in the evening
 as the sun rises and sets. The evening shadows are also longer. Shadows in the winter tend to be longer
 than that in summer. The tall buildings and trees surrounding the Concrete Lawn provide shade all around it,
 corresponding with the changes in temperature in the site as well.
 Movement
 There are clear differences in movement at different times, but no movement of vehicles recorded at each
 visit of the site. On a Friday morning, at 9am there should be many students, but on a rainy day the number
 is a lot fewer. Other times, especially during lunchtime the number again increases due to its central location
 and proximity to Union House, where most people gather to buy food. At 9pm, the area is much quieter, with
 anyone passing by entering the MSD rather than staying on the site as they might have done in the day,
 The intensity of movement is thus directly correlated with the time of the day, pointing to many gaps in
 circulation of the space that could be better utilized. Movement is also related to the climate, i.e. people
 would rather move along a shaded path, or related to action, such as using the main concrete path to avoid
 activities on the lawns
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