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The Mesopotamia Expedition

By Lieutenant Colonel E. S. Hartshorn, Infantry

Published through the courtesy of the author, and of the
Commandant.Army War College

INTRODUCTQRY: EVENTS PRECEDING THE WAR

_HE political endeavors of Great Britain and Germany to
obtain

advantages in Mesopotamia and the region of the Persian Gulf

extend back over several decades preceding the outbreak of
the

World War. The ramifications of these endeavors were quite

extensive, and constitute an interesting epoch for the political
historian.

For the purposes of this study it may be stated that Great
Britain had

a compelling interest because:

(a) Mesopotamia is directly upon the flank of any hostile
advanceupon India through Persia.

(b) The Gulf of Persia flanks all trade routes to the British
pos-sessions in the far east and India.

(c) With the domination of Mesopotamia went, to a certain
extent,the control of the Arab nation, which had the effect of
im-proving conditions in the vicinity of the Suez Canal and the

Red Sea, both of which constituted critical points along
Britishsea communications.

(d) The region, although undeveloped, contained many natural
re-sources, and was of great potential wealth.

(e) The Persian-Mesopotamian oil fields together with the
installa-tions at the mouth of the Shatt-al-Arab represented a
veryconsiderable (British) financial investment. The product
ofthese fields was essential to Great Britain for economic and

military reasons.

Conversely, Germany sought to deny the above advantages to
GreatBritain for the purpose of improving her own political,
economic and

military situation.(6)
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Upon the outbreak of the war these political endeavors
became

'missionsfor the armed forces of the contestants, resulting in a
campaign

which began in October of 1914 and continued until October,
1918,

when the armistice between Great Britain and Turkey was entered
into.

THE THEATER OF OPERATIONS

The region known as Mesopotamia (or Irak) comprises the tract
in

!~hemiddle and lower valleys of the Euphrates and Tigres Rivers,
and

extending north-west from the head of the Persian Gulf. In
general it

isto the east of the Arab realm, south of Kurdistal1 and west of
Persia.

The controlling geographical features are the two rivers above
mentioned,

adjacent to which resides a very large proportion of the
population

which was (1914) virtually dependent upon these waterways and
their

tributaries for all exterior economic necessities.

The country is exceedingly flat; Bagdad, some 700 miles from
the

head of the Persian Gulf by river, being but 122 feet above sea
level.

The natural drainage facilities are accordingly poor, and there
exist

many swamps of great extent, and very great difficulty of
penetration.

In the district of Basra, swamps extend practically across the
entireregion from the Persian Hills to the desert, and have the
effect of restrict-

ing communications to the waterways and the narrow defile
separating

the swamps from the desert. This condition exists as far north
as the

line Amarah- Nasiriyah. To the north of this general line
overland opera-

tions may be undertaken in dry weather, although movements will
be

influenced by the isolated swamps existing as far north as the
vicinity

of Bagdad.

The region is rich in natural resources, and with adequate
irrigationfacilities could produce much cotton, tobacco, silk and
other sub-tropical

products. Large reserves of oil exist, which have been developed
to

SOmeextent. The region is devoid of trees, save for date palms
in the

southern part, and there exists practically no stone of any
kind.

Viewed in a strategic sense, the region is a defile, being
flanked to

the east by the Pusht-i-Kuh Hills of Persia, and to the west by
the

Arabian and Syrian deserts. Politically, operations were at
first re-

stricted to the east by the Persian frontier. Disregarding the
Persianfrontier in the vicinity of the Persian Gulf, the average
width of this

defile, or corridor, is approximately 150 miles; its length,
from the head

of the Persian Gulf to Mosul (the northern limit of British
advance) is

approximately 550 English miles. In considering this distance,
it

should be borne in mind that the only means of communication
available

for military operations at the beginning of the campaign was the
Tigres

River; this is exceedingly tortuous, and served to increase the
actual

distances perceptibly.From the south the region ,vas accessible
(with respect to military

operations) only through Basrah, which is situated some 70 miles
up the
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Shatt-al-Arab from the headwaters of the Persian Gulf. At this
point

the channel was about one-half mile in width, and
accommodating

vessels drawing not more than 19 feet of water. In 1914 there
were

no docks, neither were there any storage or other facilities
available

to constitute the base for even minor military operations. Sea
going

vessels were. unloaded in mid-stream by primitive native craft
plying

between ship and shore.

The Tigres was navigable as far north as Bagdad by steamers
draw-

ing not more than 3>-2feet of water. A line of river steamers
was in

service, Basrah-Bagdad. Navigation was exceedingly difficult
because of

the windings of the river previously referred to.Communication
with Persia existed in the south .by means of the

Karun water course and roads leading from its headwaters across
the

hills; to the north, the Bagdad-Kermanshah road, difficult but
practicable,

connected the former city with Ramadan, and from thence to the
south

shores of the Caspian and to Teheran.

To the north, the mountains of the Van district formed a
consider-

able barrier, restricting communications in that direction.
Bagdad was

connected with Aleppo by means of a road extending along the
Euphrates,and by an isolated section of the Berlin-Bagdad railway
which had

been completed as far north as Samarra, some 80 miles up the
Tigres,

from whence a road led via Mosul to Ras-el-Ain, the terminus of
another

completed section of the same railway extending to Aleppo. In
addition

to the communications along the Tigres, a road following the
foothills

of the Persian Mountains connected Bagdad with Mosul, where
it

joined the Mosul-Ras-el-Ain road to the Aleppo section of the
Berlin-

Bagdad Railway.The caravan routes extending across the Arabian
and Syrian deserts

were impracticable for extensive military operations.

\Vhile the Euphrates did not lend itself to military operations
on a

large sC


	
7/31/2019 Coast Artillery Journal - Aug 1923

8/97

THE MESOPOTAMIA EXPEDITION 99

dust storms and, at times, mirages. The flat country is
susceptible to

floods which' have the effect of leaving the sandy loam soil in
such a

condition as to hinder operations materially. The mountains to
the

north and east have the effect of making the winters unusually
cold.

THE MILITARY SITUATION

TURKISH

The region constituted'the 4th Turkish Army Inspection,
consisting

of the XII Army Corps*, headquarters Mosul, and the XIII
Army

Corps, headquarters Bagdad. These corps consisted of two
divisions

each, and, upon the opening of the campaign, had not been
brought

up to war strength. An advance base was established at Bagdad,
and

the forces were disposed along the Tigres, Euphrates and Karun
rivers.

Headquarters of the 38th Turkish Division was located at Basrah;
Com-

manding Officer, Co!. Subed Bey, who was also the Military
Governor

of Basrah Province. To this division was attached the 23d
Turkish

Infantry. Strength in Basrah locality, approximately 5,000
rifles and

12guns.

The line of communications extended up the Tigres to Bagdad,
andfrom thence to Aleppo by the roads and isolated sections of the
Bagdad-

Berl1n Railway referred to above. From Aleppo to
Constantinople

communications were by rail save for two intervals where the
line crossed

the Amanus and Tarsus Mountains. Here the tunnels had not
been

completed, and communications were by road respectively 40 and
45

miles. The distance by road from Samarra to Ras-el-Ain was
approx-

imately 300 miles. The line Bagdad-Constantinople was 1,255
miles in

length, of which about 385 was by road and 867 by rail. The
time

consumed in Gen. Townshend's evacuation from Bagdad to
Constanti-

nople as a prisoner was 22 days. There were no delays, and the
best

facilities were placed at his disposaL The Tigres ,vas used from
Mosul

to Bagdad for personnel and light materials, which probably had
the

effect of shortening the time necessary for the eastward
movement.

The Turkish Army had been practically under German command
for

a number of years, and was organized for administration and
commandalong German lines. Upon the entry of Turkey into the war in
October,

1914, the German-Turkish high command was required to consider
the

following enterprises and problems which affected the strategic
deploy-

ment of the Turkish Army:

(a) The defense of the Constantinople locality (the straits)

(b) The Caucasus frontier

(c) The Suez Canal and the southern exit of the Red Sea

(d) The continued domination of the Mohammedan peoples(e)
J\:1esopotamia

(f) British Indian possessions.

* The XII Corps was moyed to the yicinity of
Damascu!>incidental to, orpreceding the initial concentration of
the Turkish Army.
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The German high command. had particular interest in these
matters

as a means of containing the greatest possible number of Allied
troops,

and thus deflecting them from more important theaters of
operations.

Incidentally, the successful outcome of any Turkish enterprises
would

serve to promote the German plan for the penetration of the
middle

East.

The plan of the high command was as follows:

(a) The maintenance of a sufficient force for the defence of the
straits

(b) An offensive in the Caucasus

(c) An offensive against the Suez Canal and Egypt

(d) The seizure of the headwater of the Persian Gulf in force
when(b) and (c) had been accomplished, and troops were
available

(e) Any operations against Indian possessions depended upon
thesuccessful outcome of the preceding enterprises, and upon
theconstruction of practicable communications

(f) In the meantime, the Islamic peoples were to be roused and
aHoly War precipitated in the Near and Middle East
Alliedpossessions and dependencies.

BRITISH

At the time of Turkey's entry into the war the only forces of
Great

Britain available for service in Mesopotamia were those of the
Indian

Army. This, at the outbreak of the World War, consisted of
seven

divisions organized and trained for savage or semi-savage
warfare, and

deficient in divisional artillery and the conventional
administrative and

supply services. There was in India practically no artillery of
the

Corps or Army types. The air service was virtually
non-existent.

The British (white) officers' corps had been greatly depleted by
reasonof drafts for other fronts.

The British Indian command 1vas required to consider the
following

problems during the early months of the war:

(a) The defense and internal protection of the Indian Empire

(b) The demands of the home government for an Expeditionary
Forcefor service in France

(c) The same for Egypt

(d) The same for a defensive expedition into Ea:3t Africa(e) An
expedition into Mesopotamia

(f) The plans for basing (d) and (e) on India

(g) The continued pacification of Islamic peoples residing
adjacentto India, and to British trade routes in that vicinity.

Some years prior to the outbreak of the war the British
government

had established a protectorate over the provinces of Koweit and
Mo-

hammerah, thus insuring control of the head~waters of the
Persian

Gulf and incidentally the mouth of the Shatt-al-Arab (formed by
theconfluence of the Tigres and Euphrates). Bahrein Island, ~which
is

situated in the Persian Gulf some 300 miles south of the
provinces
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referred to above, was British owned, and so located as to flank
any

, movements up or down the Gulf. A station ship was located in
the

Shatt-al-Arab in the vicinity of Basrah.In September of 1914 the
action of the Turkish Government indi-

cated its connections with the Central Powers, and forecasted
its early

entry into the war. It was accordingly decided to divert a
portion of

the troops scheduled for France to the Persian Gulf, and on
October

23d, 1914, one brigade of the 6th (Indian) Division with two
mountain

batteries, commanded by Brig. Gen. W. S. Delamain, arrived at
Bahrein

Island. The following extracts from the instructions to Gen.
Delamain

set forth his mission:

"The role assigned to your force is that of demonstrating at the
head of thePersian Gulf. * * * You will occupy Abbadan Island with
the object of:

(a) Protecting the oil refineries, tanks and pipe line(b) Cover
the landing of reinforcements, should these he required(c) Assure
the local Arabs of our support against Turkey

* * * * * *"In the event of hostilities with Turkey, the
remainder of the 6th (Poona)

Division is being held in readiness to support your force, and
will follow as quicklyas possible.

"In the meantime you will take such military and political
action as you thinkfeasible to strengthen your position, and, if
possible, occupy Basra."

The directive, following the British colonial system, contained
con-

siderable matter of a political nature, prescribing, among other
things,

that communication be at once established with the Shaikhs of
Koweit,

Muhammareh and others under British domination at the time.
A

political officer accompanied the expedition.

It was directed that reports be forwarded to the Chief of the
General

Staff, Simla. Thus the expedition was under the Inaian Army
command,and based on India.

The line of communications extended southeast through the
Persian

Gulf and the Gulf of Oman to Karachi and Bombay.

THE MESOPOTAMIAN CAMPAIGN

FIRST PHASE

OPERATIOXS IX THE VICIXITY OF SHATT-AL-ARAB

On November 5th, 1914, Great Britain declared war on Turkey.

Two davs later Gen. Delamain's command arrived off the mouth of
the

Shatt-ai-Arab, and, after capturing the primitive defenses
erected at

Fao, moved up the river and occupied a position covering the
installa-

tions of the Anglo-Persian Oil Co., on Abbadan Island.

Upon the declaration of .war the British Captains of several of
the

Tigres River steamers succeeded in eluding the Turkish
authorities, andWere able to conceal their vessels in the lower
Karun River, thus pre-

sen-ing them for employment in the subsequent operations.

In the meantime two additional brigade" had been placed en
route

from India under command of Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Barrett, and,
upon the
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declaration of war, Basrah was definitely announced as the
British ob-

jective.

Troops of the 38th Turkish Division covering Basrah occupied
adefensive position at Sahil (or Zain) some 30 miles to the south,
with

an advance detachment at Saihan. Gen. Delamain's brigade
having

been reinforced by elements from Barrett's detachment,
successfully

attacked these positions on November 15th and 16th, the Turks
suffer-

ing considerable losses at Sahii. The Turkish forces withdrew to
Basrah,

which was evacuated on Nov. 21st. The British pursued promptly
by

river and land, and occupied Basrah on Nov. 23d. By the end Jf
No-

vember the 6th Division was concentrated at Basrah. The division
was,however, without its 1st and 2d line transport, and
consequently in-

capable of any operations at a distance from the waterways.

Upon its retirement from Basrah, the 38th Turkish Division took
up

a defensive position at and in the vicinity of Kurneh, some 50
miles up

the Shatt-al-Arab, and at the junction of the Tigres and
Euphrates

Rivers. In view of the strategical importance of this locality
the Brit-

ish, on Dec. 2d, moved against it, and after several attempts
succeeded

on Dee 8th in capturing the town and a considerable number of
its

defenders, in all about 1,200prisoners, including the commanding
officer,

Subed Bey, and 9 guns. The remainder of the Turkish garrison
retired

upon a fortified camp located at Rotah, about seven miles up the
Tigres.

In January and February of 1915 it became apparent that
Turkish

forces were being concentrated at Nasariyah and Amarah for
operations

against Basrah and the pipe line connecting the oil fields and
the refinery

at Abbadan Island.On Feb. 7th another Infantry Brigade, the
17th, arrived from India.

The Turkish authorities were exceedingly active in endeavoring
to

arouse a Holy War.

OPERATIOXS ALOXG THE K.A.RCXRIVER

Early in February a force consisting of a considerable number
of

Arab auxiliaries, eight Turkish battalions and 6 to 8 guns moved
east-

'ward from the vicinity of Amarah for the purpose of cutting the
pipeline in the Karun valley. T\'\,'oIndian battalions with
mountain guns

had been dispatched from Basrah to Ahwaz for the purpose of
protecting

that locality, and also of supporting the Sheik of Mohammerah.
On

March 3d this detachment attacked the Turkish and Arab troops
north

of Ah\vaz, and, after being rather roughly handled, withdrew to
Ahwaz.

Here they were reinforced by the 12th Infantry Brigade
(Davison), and

a defensh'e attitude assumed pending the arriyal of additional
troops

from India.EYEXTS DURIXG THE SPREG OF 1915

During February and March the British Expeditionary Force
was

reinforced by the 12th Diyision (Gorringe), the 6th Cayalry
Brigade, a
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brigade (British type) of heavy artillery and some special units
for

administrative and supply work. The force was organized as an
Army

Corps, command being taken over by General Sir John Nixon on
April

9th. About the same time Major General Charles V. F.
Townshend

assumed command of the 6th Division, relieving General
Barrett.

The British were in complete control of the Shatt-al-Arab with
their

right flank reasonably secure by reason of the presence of the
force at

Ahwaz. The base at Basrah was improved to the extent possible
con-

sidering available resources. Attempts were made to secure
additional

river transportation, since the visible amount was becoming
insufficient

for the demands of the expedition.The Turkish command had
concentrated a considerable force, con-

sisting of about 20,000 Arabs, Kurds and Turks with about 15 to
20

mountain guns at Nasariyah, some 80 miles west of Kurneh on the
Eu-

phrates, and about 110 miles north-west of Basrah. The ultimate
ob-

jective of this detachment was Basrah, which could be reached by
the

slightly higher ground to the south of the new channel of the
Euphrates.

THE ACTION AT SHAIB..-\.

The British, anticipating an advance from Nasariyah, had set
up

an intrenched camp at Shaiba, about 10 miles west of Basrah.
This

was attacked unsuccessfully by the Turks on April 12th, the
latter,

following their repulse, moving to a defensive position near
Birjasiyah,

about 10miles south-west of Shaiba. On April 14th the British
(Mellish)

attacked and routed the Turkish detachment, which fell back to
Kham-

isiyah, some 90 miles north-west. The British losses were 194
killed

and 1,132 wounded; the Turkish losses were estimated as 6,000.
The

remnants of the Turkish force eventually withdrew to Nasariyah,
where

the existence of the command continued as a menace to the
British

left flank.

OPER.-\TIOXS ALONG THE KARGN RIVER

The detachment at Ahwaz (Davison) had in the meantime been

shut up by a force of about 10,000 Arabs, eight battalions of
Turks and

8 guns (Mahomed Daghestani Pasha). This force had
unsuccessfully

attempted to isolate the British force by mea~s of controlling
the Imver

Karun. On April 24th the leading troops of the 12th Diyision,
to

which was attached the 6th Cavalry Brigade (Gorringe) arrived
at

Abvaz. On the same date the investing force retired to the
Kharkeh

River. Gorringe completed his concentration, and, on May 7th
ar-

ri\-ed in front of the Turkish position, decisively defeating
the Turks

who retired in the direction of Amarah, leaving small
detachments inobservation of the British. The British casualties
"\vereslight, and the

hostile Arabs soundly punished. The operation also had the
effect of

containing a considerable Turkish force which 1vould have
otherwise

been available for opposing Townshend's advance up the
Tigres.
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OPERATIONS ON THE TIGRES RIVER. OCCUPATION OF AMARAH

Since December 8th, 1914, Turkish forces had been occupying
an

entrenched camp at Rotah, about 6 miles north of Kurneh.
Thiscommand, originally a part of the remnants of the Kurneh
garrison,

had been augmented, and in May, 1915, consisted of some 6
Turkish

battalions, 1,800 Arab riflemen, 10 guns and the river gun boat
"Mar-

marice," commanding officer, Ralim Bey. The river between
Kurneh

and the camp had been mined. The river was in flood, and the
Turkish

position consisted of a series of isolated islands, which were
held as

strong points or gun positions. In view of the extent of the
floods the

position could not be turned, and the only solution possible was
an ad-vance by water of the attacking force.

In view of the possibility of further Turkish operations
against

the oil fields and pipe line, it became necessary for the
British to estab-

lish themselves at Amarah from whence the movement in
February

had started. This mission was assigned to the 6th Division
(Townshend)

to which were attached 3 Navy sloops, 4 armed launches, 2 naval
horse

boats armed with 4.7 guns and 3 river boats as transports. On
May

31st the position at Rotah (sometimes called Bahran) was
successfully

attacked, the garrison retiring up the river towards Amarah. The
river

craft and naval units pursued, arriving at Amarah on June 3d,
when

the Turkish forces surrendered to Gen. Townshend and a force
with

him of only about ]0 soldiers and sailors! On June 4th troops of
the

6th Division began to arrive and took over the town. Such parts
of

the Turkish forces as succeeded in extricating themselves
withdrew to

Kut.The British suffered 25 casualties in the capture of the
Rotah posi-

tion and captured 17 guns, 1,773 prisoners, 4 river steamers and
a

number of lighters. Immediately following the occupation of
Amarah,

the Tigres was reconnoitered for some 40 miles towards Kut.

This operation presents many unusual aspects, the infantry
assault-

ing the hostile position in sman native boats, some of which had
been

armored for the occasion. The mission of the detachment was
accom-

plished in a brilliant and effective manner, requiring the
exercise ofmuch resourcefulness and thorough preparation.

THE ADVAXCE ALOXG THE ECPHR...\TES UPOX XASARIYAH

Following the occupation of Amarah, it became necessary for
the

British to disperse the Turkish forces in the vicinity of
Nasariyah,

which now, more than ever, consitituterl a threat to the
communica-

tions along the Tigres. The Turkish 35th Division occupied a
defensive

position astride the Euphrates about 5 miles south of Nasariyah
withboth flanks resting upon marshes. The position was organized
in

depth according to the conventional procedure. An advanced
position

covering the Gurmah Safha channel was also occupied. The
Turkish
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forces at Nasariyah were in communication with those at Kut by
the

Shatt-al-Hai, which, while not ordinarily practicable for modern
craft,

was sufficient for Arab means of communication.

On July 4th, 1915, troops of the 12th Division (Gorringe),
together

with a naval flotilla, arrived in front of the advance position,
which

was carried on the following day. On July 24th the main
Turkish

position was captured, together with over 1,000 prisoners and 17
guns.

The British casualties consisted of 104 killed and 429 wounded.
On

July 25th Nasariyah was occupied, Turkish detachments withdrew
upon

Kut, where was concentrated a considerable force under
Nuruddin

Pasha, who had just arrived from Turkey.

OPERATIONS ALONG THE TIGRES AND CAPTURE OF KUT

Following the capture of Nasariyah, the Indian Government
directed

the capture and occupation of Kut for the purpose of completing
British

contro lof the Basrah Vilayet. The town is of considerable
strategic

importance, being situated at the point where the Shatt-al-Hai
leaves

the Tigres, and therefore controlling the passage to the
southern parts

of Mesopotamia by means of these streams. It was also the
terminus

of a caravan route from Bagdad.

In considering the following operations, it should be borne in
mind

that Basrah was still an inadequate base, and that the 6th and
12th

Divisions were not provided with 2d line transport, and
consequently

incapable of movement away from the waterways which constituted
the

lines of communications and supply. The British troops had been
con-

stantly employed in field operations since the expedition
arrived, and

the system of replacements had been inadequate to make good
the

wastage. Efforts had been repeatedly made by the local command
to

correct these deficiencies, and to obtain more river transport
which

was now barely sufficient to meet the demands of the
expedition.

Covering Kut towards the south were parts of the 35th, 36th
and

38th Turkish Divisions, in all about 10,500 men, in an
intrenched posi.

tion astride the Tigres at Es Sinn; commanding officer,
Nuruddin

Pasha.Following the occupation of Amarah, troops of the 6th
British

Division (Townshend) had continued on, and early in September
the

Division together with certain heavy artillery, 2 planes and 3
armed

Navy launches was concentrated at Ali-al-Gharbi. On Sept. 12th,
the

command moved out, and, on the 28th attacked and carried the Es
Sinn

position, the Turkish forces withdrawing to a prepared position
at

Ctesiphon, some 25 miles south of Bagdad. The British troops
pur-

sued, arriving at Aziziyah on Oct. 5th. In this operation the
British

losses were 94 killed and 113,vounded; the Turks lost in all
about 4,000,

including 1,153 prisoners and 14 guns.
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OPERATIONS AGAINST BAGDAD, 1915

The British maintained their position at Aziziyah, spending
thefollowing six weeks in consolidating and bringing up supplies.
The

Turkish command occupied this time in improving the Ctesiphon
posi-

tion and in completing arrangements for the concentration of
their

6th Army under Nurrudin in that locality.

The operations against Kut and the subsequent pursuit of the
Turkish

forces had the effect of increasing the length of the British
communica-

tions some 150 miles in an air line, and about twice that
distance by

river. Since the facilities were in no way increased, the
situation withrespect to communications, already bad, became acute.
To add to the

burdens already falling upon the supply and administrative
services,

the 3d and 7th (Indian) Divisions began to arrive at Basrah iri
Novem-

ber, as did a considerable number of field artillery units. Some
Sanitary

troops joined the expedition, but the deficiencies in
administrative and

supply troops increased as the expedition was reinforced.

The British force resumed its advance on November 19th,
again

concentrating at Laj about 15 miles south of the Turkish
position. It

consisted of the 6th Division plus one infantry brigade and two
regiments

of cavalry, now. greatly depleted as to strength in all
respects, and two

armed launches (Townshend); combatant strength, 9,183. The
troops

of the 6th Turkish Army in the Ctesiphon position numbered
between

11,000 and 14,000 (the minimum and maximum estimates) and
from

40 to 50 guns. The position was strong, and organized in depth
ac-

cording to modern methods.The British attacked on Nov. 22d, and
succeeded in capturing the

first line of the defenses together with some 1,300 prisoners
and 8 guns.

The second line was penetrated, but the Turks, having been
opportunely

reinforced, counterattacked, and the British were compelled to
fall back

to the 1st line, which was consolidated on the 23d. The Turks
con-

tinued upon the offensive, but were unable to drive the British
from the

1st line. On the 23d and. 24th the British wounded and the
Turkish

prisoners captured on the 22d were evacuated upon Laj. Turkish
re-inforcements continued to arrive, forcing the British to retire
on the

26th. The Turks pursued, but were qnable materially to
inconvenience

the British withdrawal. A considerable rear guard action took
place

on Dec. 1st at Umm-al-Tubal, which was very cleverly broken off
by

the tactics of British cavalry, and, on Dec. 3d the 6th Division
was

united at Kut, which was at once prepared for defense. On Dec.
6th

the cavalry brigade which had been attached to the 6th Division
left

Kut for the south, and on the 7th, Kut was invested by troops of
the

6th Turkish Army (Xuruddin Pasha).

The British losses during the operations against Bagdad were
692

killed and 3,852 wounded, something over 35 per cent. In spite
of
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this, all wounded were evacuated, 1,500 Turkish prisoners
brought III

and no guns lost.

SECOND PHASE

OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF KUT

The investing forces consisted of about 12,000 men of the 6th
T~rkish

Army, with about 33 guns. The actual command was still
exercised

by Nuruddin Pasha, operations in general being directed by a
German

staff under Von der Goltz. A defensive position was organized
and

occupied at Shaikh Saad, about 30 miles down stream from the
town;

this was astride the Tigres and accordingly designed to prevent
relief

from the direction of the British base. Another position on the
Wadi,about 8 miles nearer Kut was prepared; there remained also the
Es Sinn

position which the 6th Division had captured during the first
advance

upon Kut.

British advance detachments were located at Ali-al-Gharbi,
about

25miles down stream from the Turkish position at Shaikh
Saad.

The paper strength of the British garrison (Townshend) on the
date

of investment was 8,893 combatants; there were about 800 rounds
per

rifle and 600 rounds per gun on hand. In addition to the
divisional

artillery of the 6th Division, there were a few 4.7 and 5-inch
guns.

There were in all 7,411 rifles. The garrison was able to repulse
all

Turkish attacks during the investment.

On Dec. 15, 1915, the British relief force consisting of all or
parts

of the 3d, 7th and 12th (Indian) Divisions, certain Air Units
and Naval

craft (Aylmer) was concentrating at Ali-al-Gharbi. This force
moved

out early in January, ~916, and on the 4th the advance
detachments(Younghusband) were in contact with the Turkish troops
in the Shaikh

Saad position. On the 7th the main body came up and attacked;
the

Turks after a tenacious defense retired, Jan. 9th, up stream to
the

Wadi position. The British troops were spent, and the pUl':suit
in-

effective. British casualties, 4,262; Turkish, about 4,500.

The Wadi position was attacked on the 13th, the Turks
withdrawing

to a strong position in the Umm-al-Hannah defile. The British
fol-

lowed, and prepared to attack.

On Jan. 19th Sir John Nixon was superseded in command of the

Expeditionary force by Sir Percy Lake, who for several years had
been

Chief of the General Staff. in India.

The British unsuccessfully attacked the Umm-al-Hannah
position

on Jan. 21, but succeeded in holding their position of departure
against

strong Turkish counter attacks. British casualties, 2,741;
Turkish,

about 2,000. From Jan. 22d to Mar. 8th the British consolidated
their

position, brought up supplies and completed the concentration of
the

3d Division. During this period the Turks withdrew to the Es
Sinn

position. This the British unsuccessfully attacked on Mar. 8th,
later

withdra~ving to the Wadi and Orah.
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Aylmer was relieved of command of the Tigres Corps on March
11th,

and succeeded by Gorringe, wh? had previously been Chief of
Staff of

the expedition.

The 13th (British) Division (Maude) was then brought up, and
onApril 5th the Tigres Corps again attacked the Turks, who had
moved

forward and reoccupied the Umm-al-Hannah position together with
one

near Falahiyah. The Turks withdrew to the Sanniyat position
about

14 miles downstream from Kut. This the British unsuccessfully
at-

tacked April 17-19 and again on Apr. 21-24. The Turks held, and,
on

April 29th, Kut capitulated after a defense of 147 days. British
casual-

ties in the efforts to relieve the garrison at Kut amounted to
21,973.

The strength of the Tigres Corps on Apr. 29th was about 29,000
bay-onets, 1,500 sabres and 133 guns.

EVE~TS DURIXG THE SUMMER A~D AUTUMN OF 1916

The Turkish command improved the Sanniyat position,
extending

it south of the Tigres and to the west across the Hai, thence to
the

Tigres at a point a few miles upstream from Kut. Preliminary
arra:1ge-

ments were made for an advance down the Euphrates against the
British

left at Nasariyah and eventually Basrah. Von der Goltz died of
spottedfever shortly before the surrender of Kut.

British communications were improved, as were the
administrative

and supply arrangements, including the base at Basrah. There was
a

thorough reorganization and reconstitution of the forces. Land
trans-

port was issued to the troops. The river transportation,
heretofore

inadequate, was increased up to the demands of the expedition.
In

July the British War Office took over the expedition from the
Indian

Command. Gen. Sir Percy Lake was relieved by Gen. Stanley
Maude

who had come out in command of the 13th Division. Secondary
b:lses

were established at Kurneh and Amarah, which were connected by
a

railway extending along the Tigres. Bagdad was announced as
the

objective of the force, which was to be attained notwithstanding
,any

divergent operations upon the part of the Turks.

On Dec. 12th British concentrations were completed in front of
the

Sanniyat position, and from that date to Feb. 23d, 1917,
operations were

carried on against the Turkish position in front of Kut. On the
latter

date the British succeeded in turning the position by a
move:rr:ent

across the Tigres to the west and north of the town. The Turks
with-

drew to a position on the north bank of the Dialah River, about
10

miles south of Bagdad. The British force pursued as far as
Az:zeh

where it remained until March 4th, reorganizing and bringing up
sup-

plies. The British captured during these operations some 4,000
prison-

ers, 39 guns, numerous machine guns and trench mortars and
many

barges, lighters and stores. There were also recaptured four
armed

launches which had been lost during the previous advance on
Bagiad.
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THEOCCUPATIONOFBAGDAD

On March 7th, 1917, the British advanced and unsuccessfully
at-

tacked the Dialah position. On the following day the British
renewedthe attack and succeeded on the 10th in expelling the Turks
from their

position. On March 11th Bagdad was occupied. In these
operations

the British employed parts of 7 divisions, approximately 100,000
men,

and about 300 guns. The Turkish force consisted of about
40,000.

OPERATIONSUNDERTAKENFORTHEPROTECTIONOFBAGDAD

Upon attaining Bagdad, it devolved upon the British command
to

take the necessary measures for the security of that locality.
Here the

situation was not dominated by the rivers as in the southern
districts.

The terrain to the east, north and west was appropriate for
mobile

operations, and the command, in its movement to the north was
shorten-

ing the Turkish communications while extending its own.
There

existed a difficult but practicable route to Persia through
Pai-tak Pass,

two practicable routes to Mosul (in addition to the upper
Tigres) and

a road to Aleppo along the Euphrates. There was also. the
isolated

section of the Berlin-Bagdad Railway which had been completed as
far

north as Samarra (about 80 miles).

Operations were therefore undertaken along all of these
routes.

THIRDPHASE

OPERATIONSUP THETIGRES

Upon retiring from Bagdad, a part of the XVIII Turkish Corps
fell

back along the river and occupied a defensive position at
Kasirin, 8

miles north of Yahudie. The British advance guard (Cobbe)
continued

on through Bagdad on March 11th, arriving in front of the
Turkish posi-

tion on the 14th. The following day the Turkish position was
carried,

the defenders falling back towards Mushadiya Station.

OPERATIOXSUPTHEDL'\LAH,1917

Other Turkish troops had retired up the Dialah on the
Kermanshah

road establishing themselves at Bakuba, about 30 miles distant
from

Bagdad. Upon the date of t):1e British occupation (March 11th)
a

column was moved in this direction, arriving opposite Bakuba on
the

14th. On the 18th a detachment was crossed about 5 miles below
the

town, which was taken in reverse. The Turks fell back towards
Khan-

ikin.

At this time the Russian General Bartoff, who had defeated
the

Turkish XIII Corps in Persian territory was moving westv.-ard
along

the Kermanshah-Bagdad road in the vicinity of Kasr-i-Shirin
,,,ith the

intention of joining with the British in the Khanikin district.
The

British, moved out from Bakuba on Mar. 20th, and encountered
troops

of the Turkish XIII Corps at Shahroban on the 23d; these fell
back to
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a strong position on the Jebel Hamrin ridge, which the British
attacked

unsuccessfully on the 24th, retiring after a Turkish
counterattack to

Shahroban. On the same day British forces occupied Deltawa,
about

10miles north of Bakuba.

While these operations were in progress the Turkish XVIII
Corps,

which had retired to the north, advanced from the vicinity of
Samarra

and, moved down to the Shatt-el-Adhaim, in an attempt to
extricate

the Xln Corps, which was now between the Russian forces
advancing

from Persia and the British. The XIII Corps advanced from
Kizil

Robat on March 27th, and attacked the British forces at
Deltawa.

The British repulsed the attack, whereupon the Turks fell back
on

Deli Abbas pursued by British Cavalry, which contained the
XIII

Corps at that place. In the meantime the Turkish XVIII Corps
took

up a position near Himma, which is located on the Tigres about
15

miles north-west of Deltawa. This position was carried by the
British

on the 28th, the XVIII Corps falling back across the
Shatt-el-Adhaim.

At the same time the XIII Corps fell back through Kifri.

At Kizil Robat, on April 2d, the British gained contact with a
small

detachment of Gen. Baratoff's Russian command operating in
Persia.

Contact was not maintained because of the extensive
communications

involved, the Russian detachment returning at once to Persian
territory.

Following these operations reinforcements were received by
the

XIII and XVIII Turkish Corps.

OPERATIO:'\'S ALO);'G THE EUPHR.-HES, 1917

From March 11th to 19th a British movement with a view to
the

occupation of Feluja, on the Euphrates about 40 miles west of
Bagdad,

was entirely successful. The occupation of this locality had the
effect

of covering the Aleppo road with respect to any advance upon
Bagdad

from that direction. It also served to deny the Euphrates to the
Turks

as a means of communication behveen upper and lower
Mesopotamia.

EXTE:'\'SIO);, OF THE XORTHER.'f PROTECTIVE GROUP

There remained in the vicinity of Samarra detachments of the
XVIII

Turkish Corps amounting to some 10,700 rifles, 700 sabres and 46
guns.

This force occupied a strong defensive position with an advanced
de-

tachment located in the ruins of Istabulat. The British
command

needed .Samarra as the northern terminus of railway, and because
of

the artificial installations controlling the courses of the
Tigres in that

vicinity. Operations against Samarra were undertaken on April
9th,

but were delayed because of a demonstration against the right
flank of

the movement by troops of the Turkish 2d and 14th Divisi~ns from
the

region of the Jebel Hamrin. On Apri118th this mo\"ement was
broken

up, the Turkish troops being routed. The advance continued,
theBritish capturing the advance position on the 21st, whereupon
the
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mam position was evacuated, the Turks retiring up both sides
of

river. British booty consisted of 16 locomotives, 240 trucks
and

guns.During the month of April the British captured more than
3,0

prisoners, and no organized Turkish units existed within 40-50
miles

Bagdad by reason of their successful operations.

OPERATIONS ALONG THE EUPHRATES

The British command now turned their attention to the situat

on the Euphrates, where the Turks maintained a garrison at
Rama

some 30 miles up stream from the British post at Feluja. The
Turk

force consisted of some 1,500 regulars with about 2,000 native
auxiliariThe British advance gained contact with this force on July
8th,

attacked on the 10th. The attack was unsuccessful, and the
Bri~'

withdrew to Sinn-el-Zibban on the 14th, where they remained
u

Sept. 26th. In the meantime reinforcements were received by

Turkish garrison. On Sept. 28th the British again attacked,
sendi

cavalry and armored cars to the right rear of Ramadie, thus
cutti~

the road to Aleppo; the Turks, being unable to extricate
themseM

surrendered on the 29th. The British captured 3,454 prisoners,
13 gUIand large quantities of munitions and stores.

CAVALRY RAID ON l\IENDALI

For some time the British communications had been subjected

annoyance by a small Turkish detachment located at Mendali,
whi

is situated some 60 miles east of Bagdad at the base of the
Persi

Hills. This detachment was surprised by British cavalry on Sept.
2

and dispersed; incidental to the movement about 300 baggage
earn,

were captured. The remnants of the Turkish forces escaped
ilPersia throughJ;llte mountains.

OPERATIONS TO THE NORTH OF BAGDAD ,

On November 2d British forces advancing from Samarra attacj

and dispersed parts of the Turkish XVIII Corps in the yicinity
of Tek

about 30 miles up the Tigres. After destroying installations and
stor,

the British forces, on Nov. 3d, retired upon Samarra, jThe ridge
of Jebel Hamrin still being in possession of parts of t

Turkish XIII Corps, two columns under Lt. Gen. Edgerton were
mOY

in that direction early in December. On Dec. 3d, the British
gain~

contro~ of the passes, and maintained this control as necessary
for fut~

operatIOns.OTHER EVENTS IX 1917 I

During the early fall two German Didsions were moyed to
Alep~

'with a yiew to their employment in an offensiye in Mesopotamia,
\yhic

was to be commanded by Falkenhayn. The British successes in
Palesti~

made it necessary to diyert these diyisions to the south, and
the offensi,was not undertaken.
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O n Nov. 9th the British commander, General Sir Stanley
Maude,iand was succeeded by Lt. Gen. Sir W. R. Marshall.During the
year the British captured 15,944 prisoners and 124 guns.

BRITISH ADVANCE ALONG THE EUPHRATES

In January and February, 1918, the Turkish forces at Hit were
re-

iorced, and made several small demonstrations against the
British

iGOpsat Ramadie. In February and early March, British troops

hooking) were concentrated in the vicinity of the latter place
for an

~ensive up the river, the objective being Hit. The Turks
retired

llforethe British advance, and went into a defensive position at
Khan

ltgdadie; this was attacked by the British on March 26th, a
wideIrningmovement by cavalry and armored cars succeeding in
reaching

l e rear of the Turkish position, and cutting the force off at
its line of

a:reat along the Aleppo road. On the 28th the Turkish force
sur-

~dered, except for certain small detachments which were able
to

reak through. These were pursued as far as Ana, and some
mobile

mtish elements proceeded on some 70 miles farther towards
Aleppo.

ille British captured some 5,200 prisoners, and returned to Hit
after

ompJ.etelydispersing the enemy.

OPERATIONS ALONG THE BAGDAD-MOSUL ROAD

Late in 1917 the Russian forces withdrew from Persia, thus
exposing

~he British right flank to operations from the east through
Pai-Tak

iPass. In order more effectually to cover this locality, British
forces

rmovedout from the passes of the Jebel Hamrin (captured by
Edgerton

l i n December, 1917) on April 26th, and advanced along the
Mosul road.ITheTurkish garrison at Kifri retired before this
advance upon Kirkuk.~ the 29th the British crossed the Ak Su River
and captured Tuz

Kermatli. The Turks evacuated Kirkuk, which was occupied by
the

British on May 7th, reconnaissance being carried on some 25
miles to

'the north. The British remained in the locality until May 30th
re-

moving stores from the Turkish advance base, then withdrew to
Kifri.

\Vhichwas held for the purpose of covering the routes to Persia.
In

fuis operation the British captured about 2,000 unwounded Turks
and15guns.

In the Euphrates River and Mosul road offensives the British
cap-

tured about 7,500 prisoners and 30 guns.

Following these operations the British forces went into
summer

quarters, the experiences of the three preceding years strongly
dictating

5uchpro,cedure.

OPERATIONS ON THE NORTHERJ.'f FRO~T

Upon resuming operations in October 1918, contact existed in
the

vicinity of Tauk, on the Bagdad-Mosul road, and at Fathah,
where

the Tigres flows through the Jebel Namrin. The British assumed
the
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offensive along the Tigres on Oct. 24th, the 17th and 18th
(Indiar

Divisions assisted by two cavalry brigades attacking the Fathah
posi

tion. This movement was timely in view of Allenby's continued
ad.

vance in Palestine, and was designed to increase the
difficulties alreadyconfronting the Turkish high command. As in the
previous operatiom

up the Euphrates, the mobile units succeeded in gaining the
Turkish

line of retreat towards Mosul. On the 25th, the Turks fell back
to the

line of the Lesser Zab, and on the 27th attacked the force of
cavalry

and armored cars which had taken up a position in the vicinity
of Rur-

waish. The attack was unsuccessful, and on Oct. 30th the
command,

consisting of the entire 14th Division and parts of the 2d and
5th Divi-

sions, surrendered.On the right wing, along the Mosul road, the
British advanced on

Oct. 18th, capturing Kirkuk after slight resistance on the 25th.
The

Turks withdrew to the Lesser Zab river, from whence they
withdrew

on the 27th in view of the plight of their forces along the
Tigres.

COXCLUDIXGEVEXTS

On November 14th the Turkish garrison at Mosul surrendered,

followed shortly thereafter by the Turkish posts up the
Euphrates.The armistice with Turkey had been previously signed
(October 30th),

at which time there existed in Mesopotamia Turkish forces
capable of

effective military operations.

SUBSIDIARYA~DPOLITICALOPE~-\TIOXS,1918

Upon the withdrawal of the Russian forces from Persia, small
British

contingents \vere dispatched to that country, penetrating via
Kerman-

shah and Ramadan as far as Enzeli on the Caspian, from whence
anexpedition was sent to Baku Guly, 1918). The purpose of this
move-

ment was purely political; it had, however, the effect of
covering

the right flank of the Mesopotamia Expedition, and to that
extent some

military significance. Some 650 miles to the east of Enzeli,
another

British force \\"as established at Meshed, with advanced
detachments in

occupation of important points along the Trans-Caspian Railway
as far

east as Mer\'. This latter contingent was based on India, and
had no

influence upon the forces in Mesopotamia other than to improve
con-

ditions on the right flank, as in the case of the Ramadan and
Enzeli

posts.

The political officers accompanying the expedition succeeded
in

peacefully penetrating several localities, notably the region of
the

Euphrates between the posts of the army at Feluja and
Xasariyah.

This had the effect of conserving the military forces for other
enter-

prises, and of making it unnecessary for the army to undertake
opera-

tions wherein the casualties from sickness alone would have been
con-

siderable.
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THE MOVEMENT OF THE EXPEDITION TO MESOPOTAMIA

The dispatching of a brigade of the 6th Division to the head of
the

Persian Gulf for the purpose (among other things) of
establishing a

bridge head, had the effect of preserving unity of command, and
of

placing the land operations from the start exclusively under the
Indian

Army command. The Royal Navy was charged with convoying the

command, but furnished no troops analagous to our Marine Corps
for

advance base or beach operations. There was. therefore, no phase
of

the movement for which the Royal Navy was responsible, and
conse-

quently no necessity for a change in command and staff
administration

upon the arrival of contingents of the Army. The leading
brigade,

having established itself ashore, was reinforced by the
remainder of the

6th Division, which, in turn covered the. subsequent arrival of
other

units. There was one command and one allocation of
responsibility

throughout, and the troops of the Army demonstrated their
ability to

perform tactical landing operations in an efficient manner.

SECURITY MEASURES DURIXG THE EARLY PHASES

The British occupation of Ahwaz, Kurneh and later of Amarah
and

Nasariyah as localities covering the oil fields, together with
the military

base and communications, constitutes a good example of the
application

of the Principle of Security. All practicable routes leading to
the

essential localities were covered, and the primary mission of
the ex-

pedition accomplished.

TR.\IXIXG AXD ORGAXIZATIOX 'WITH RESPECT TO LOCAL COXDITIOXS

As the result of training and experience in savage and
semi-savage

warfare the offensive spirit v,-as thoroughly inculcated in an
ranks of

the Indian Army. This existed to such an extent that the
fighting

qualities of the Turkish troops were, in some cases, seriously
under-

estimated, ..vith the result of causing the Expeditionary Force
as a

whole and certain detached elements to embark in enterprises
whereinthe successful outcome was patently impossible. (The first
advance on

Bagdad; Ahvo;az,Mar. 3d, 1915; Ctesiphon, .:\ov. 22d, 1915.)

The divisional organ!zation existing in the Indian Army,
while

appropriate for local and frontier operations, was not suitable
for em-

ployment against the German type Turkish units. In view of
the

strained relations existing prior to October of 19a with
particular

reference to the theater under consideration, it appears that
this con-

dition should have been anticipated, and the units provided with
suit-able divisional artillery together 'with the administratiye
and supply

adjuncts necessary for modern warfare.
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OPERATIONS AGAINST BAGDAD; FIRST ADVANCE

Efforts to discover some military justification for the first
operation

against Bagdad have been unsuccessful. The expeditionary force
wasinadequate in strength and deficient as to communications at the
time

this enterprise was undertaken. The attack on the Es Sinn
position,

and the subsequent pursuit to Aziziyah were brilliantly carried
out by

the troops of the 6th Division; the retreat following the
unsuccessful

attack upon the Ctesiphon position commands, the admiration of
the

military student. But the operation as a whole was ill advised,
and,

in view of the situation, the attainment of Bagdad and its
subsequent

maintenance at that time by the British was impossible. It is
not the

purpose of this study to attempt in any way to fix the
responsibility

for the initiation of this movement; it may be stated, however,
that the

British high authorities desired to obtain some advantage in the
Near

or Middle East to counteract the effects of the contemplated
evacuation

of the Gallipoli Peninsula, which at that time (November, 1915)
had

been decided upon, and further, that German propaganda
announcing

the completion of the Berlin-Bagdad Railway between
Constantinople

and Aleppo was released about the same time. (The tunnels were
not

completed when Gen. Townshend was evacuated to Constantinople
as

a prisoner several months later.)

During this phase of the operations the elements of the
expedition

were so dispersed, and the demands for the protection of
communica-

tions were so excessive, that the application of the Principle
of Mass

with respect to the entire force was difficult or impossible. In
the

early phases this condition was compensated for to a certain
extentby resorting to the Principle of Movement; the operations of
the 12th

Division in the vicinity of Ahwaz in May, 1915, and its
subsequent

transfer to the left wing for the operations against Nasariyah
in July

being a good example of this procedure. In view of the extent
of

Townshend's advance it became necessary to utilize this Division
to

guard the communications, and it was, therefore, not available
for

employment in the first operations against Bagdad. No
comment

appears necessary upon the subject of using combat divisions for
thisduty and service.

During the attempts to relieve the garrison at Kut the Principle
of

Mass was repeatedly violated. The first attack of the relieving
force

was made before the 3d Division had completed its concentration
and

movement up from the base, and other attacks were made before
the

13th Division was brought up. ';fhe actions serve to illustrate
the bad

results of the "piece meal" attack quite as well as many notable
meeting

engagements which have gone down in history as horrible examples
of

this procedure. It must be stated that conditions existing in
Kut were

a powerful urge to the British command, but the fact remains
that the
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garrison did not capitulate until all of the then available
combat units

had been brought up the river and engaged with the Turkish
forces.

Had the concentration of this entire force heen completed before
theattack, the history of the expedition and the attendant casualty
list

might have been considerably different.

SECOND ADVANCE AGAINST BAGDAD

Considering these operations from a local aspect it may be
stated

that they were in consonance with the accepted Principles of
War.

Conditions improved from the date upon which the direction of
the

expedition was taken over by the British (home) high command.
Priorto this time there had been vacillation at the top, and the
local command

and staff work had not, to be charitable, been good. While the
local

.command made commendable efforts to improve administrative
and

supply conditions, there was not a clear cut conception as to
the influ-

enceof these obvious deficiencies upon the military operations.
There

wastoo much of effort expended towards the bases (India) and too
little

towards the enemy.

In the preparations, the concentrations and the operations
aroundKut there is little to criticise from a military viewpoint.
Upon the

occupation of Bagdad, the Principles of Mass and Security were
cor-

rectly evaluated in the dispositions; the locality was at once
covered

towards Persia, Mosul and Aleppo to a distance of about 45
miles,

while a central mass was maintained in the vicinity of Bagdad
avail-

able for employment in either of the above directions. For these
dis-

positions Maude had all or parts of six divisions.

It is proper at this time to consider the dispositions possible
had

the 9,000 effectives of the 6th Division under Townshend
attained

Bagdad in November of 1915 with no supporting forces
immediately

available. The population of the city was about 250,000, it was
astride

the Tigres, and, as General Maude stated "very difficult to
defend."

In view of these subsequent events, the impossibility of
Townshend

maintaining his forces at Bagdad is obvious.

OPERATIONS FOLLOWING THE OCCUPATION OF BAGDAD

Following the occupation of Bagdad, there is much to be learned
by

the military student in the operations of both the British and
Turkish

forces, notwithstanding the apparently unscientific manner in
which the

latter was handled. The tactical methods employed by the British
in

the Euphrates and Tigres offensives of 1918 were most effective,
and

in each case the mission was accomplished in a complete and
decisive

manner by the capture of the bulk of the opposing forces.
Whether or

not the procedure would have prevailed against better troops is
debatable.

There was considerable tactical dispersion. The American Army,
how-

ever, has an interest in small wars, and these operations are
therefore
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well worth our consideration from a constructive standpoint.
Certainly

these operations constitute excellent examples of the
application of the

Principle of Movement.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE TURKISH FORCES

The Turkish high and local commands undoubtedly had the
correct

appreciation of the mission of forces operating on a secondary
front

and in a divergent manner with respect to the main operations of
the

war. The admirable defensive qualifications of the Turkish
soldier

were fully exploited. The local command is open to criticism in
a

tactical sense by reason of the establishment and occupation of
ad-

vanced posts (on certain occasions) in front of their main
positions.Offensive operations were undertaken when British
movements or dis-

positions seemed to give some prospect of Turkish success;
otherwise

the correct defensive attitude was maintained. There was
sufficient

activity, real and advertised, upon the part of the Turkish
forces to

keep whatever strength the British brought in, quite well
occupied, and

therefore not available for detachment to other theaters. And
here it

must be stated (notwithstanding exterior considerations to be
later dis-

cussed) that the local Turkish command accomplished its mission,
since

it succeeded in containing several times its strength in British
troops

together with all that constitutes the requirements of modern
armies

with respect to munitions, supplies, facilities and means of
communica-

tion.COMMAXD AXD RESPOXSIBILITY

From its inception until July, 1916, the expedition was under
com-

mand of Headquarters of the Indian Army. Other elements of
the

British army operating against Turkish forces at Gallipoli, in
Egypt

and Arabia were directly under the British high command.
During

this period, therefore, operations (\vith respect to the
British) against

the Turkish Army \';ere directed by two different commands.
Broad

decisions were, at times, handed dovm to the Indian Command by
the

\Yar office, but there was no real cohesion until the expedition
was taken

over by the high command. This condition of affairs
contributed

extensiyely to the breaking dovm of the operations in the
'winter of

1915-16.

In addition to the diyision of responsibiiity existing in
British com-

mand with respect to operations against the Turkish Army in
Asia,

there existed still another Allied command directing the Russian
opera-

tions in the Caucasus and Persia. Admitting the natural
difficulties

existing \vith respect to communications, it appears that there
were

possibilities for coordinated action upon the part of the
British andRussian forces. General Maude recognized this upon the
occupation of

Bagdad, his conception being that the British forces constituted
the

left flank of the Caucasus Army, the Russian Army standing in
the
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vicinity of Trebizoid and Erzerum forming respectively the right
and

center. Maude conceived that the Russian movement should
continue

to the west, while the British advanced up the Euphrates; thus
a

front extending from the Black Sea to the Syrian desert would be
covered.But there is no apparent evidence of any attempt to secure
unity of

purpose and consequently coordinated effort. The Turks,
accordingly

fought on interior lines and under one command against Allied
troops

in the Caucasus, Mesopotomia and Palestine, each under a
separate

command and on exterior lines. The Allied operations were of
necessity

unscientific, uncoordinated and uneconomical as a
consequence.

THE OPERATIONS AS RELATING TO THE PURPOSES FOR \VHICH
THECAMPAIGN \VAS IXITIATED

(a) The necessity for protecting the oil industry

This could have been accomplished by a defensive expedition
oc-

cupying A marahand Nasariyah with supporting troops at Kurneh
and

the necessary posts in front of the oil fields, all based on
Basrah. Forces

necessary, not to exceed the strength of three Indian Divisions
together

with the necessary naval craft to preserve river
communications.

(b) ~Uesopotamia covers the flAnk of any advance on India
throughPersia

An examination of the terrain of Persia, and of the
communications

available to the Central Powers for an advance upon India
thereby at

once answers this question. The ancient armies operating over
these

natural routes were insignificant in strength as compared with
modern

armies; the individuals composing these forces fought with
weaponscarried by hand and lived off the country. There 'were
accordingly no

supply problems, and each man with his weapon ,vas a self
contained

combat element. The operations of the Turkish, Russian and
British

forces in Persia prove beyond doubt that a modern army of
sufficient

strength to mo\-e against India would "bog down" practically
before

it started. The a\-ailability of the Trans-Caspian Railway to
the

Central Powers after the \vithdrawal of Russia from the war did
not

alter this situation; there still remained Persia and
Afghanistan, devoid

of communications, to be crossed before India could be
reached.

(c) Control of Islamic peoples

Politically, this was a real problem to the AHies in general and
to

Great Britain in particular. The statement that Bagdad in
Allied

hands would solye this ,-astly extended problem is at once open
to

argument. The British defeat at Ctesiphon and the subsequent
sur-

render at Kut did not materially affect the IVlohammedan
problem, or

promote the efforts of the central pov..-ers to incite a Holy
\Yar. Sub-

sequent eyents in Arabia indicate quite to the contrary.
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Had the Central Powers been successful in their efforts, it is
believed

that disturbances could have been put down locally with far less
mili-

tary effort than was expended in securing Bagdad and in its
subsequent

maintainance. It would have been the old story of disciplined
military

forces fighting savage mobs, and there has ever been but one
outcome

in the end.

(d) The Control of the Persian Gulf vital to protect trade
routes

The measures stated in (a) above solve this problem so long as
the

British Navy controlled the sea.

(e) The possibility of containing forces oj the Central
PowersThis will be discussed under the situation existing on all
fronts.

(f) Domination over a potentially rich territory

This will also be discussed under the situation as a whole.

ANALYSIS WITH RESPECT TO THE SITUATION AS A WHOLE

THE MISSION OF THE ALLIES

The real mission of the Allied Powers throughout the war was
thedefeat of the main German Army. All else was secondary.
There

should have been massed, accordingly, for service in theaters
containing

the main German Army, Alliedtroops and resources in sufficient
quantities

to overthrow the former. This procedure is in accordance with
military

precept extending back to time immemorial. It had been the
doctrine

of all successful commanders.

GERMAN PRE-WAR PRINCIPLES REGARDING STRATEGIC DETACHMENTS

Prior to the war a great mass of dependable German military
litera-

ture was translated into English, and made the subject of study
by

English speaking military persons throughout the world. In
this

literature the subject of strategic detachments and the
Principles of

Mass and the objective from the German view point were
thoroughly

discussed. These principles were sound in all respects, and
based

upon the experience of ages. The employment of minimum forces
on

secondary fronts and for divergent operations was the rule; the
employ-

ment of masses against the hostile main army the keystone of the
entire

doctrine. Itseems inconceivable that the British high command
could,

in view of these principles, visualize Germany employing
considerable

forces of any kind in enterprises against India or even
Egypt.

COMMUNICATIO:-'::SAVAILABLE TO THE CENTRAL POWERS

Even had the German plans contemplated considerable
strategic

detachments, a study of the communications available for
movements

against India and Egypt would have at once indicated the
impossibility

of the movement to, and maintenance at these localities of
modern

armies. There \vas available the incomplete Berlin-Bagdad
Railway
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with respect to Palestine and Mesopotamia and thereafter the
impossible

terrain of Persia. Covering Egypt was the desert. The
possibilities

of the Trans-Caspian Railway have been heretofore discussed.THE
REAL PURPOSE OF THE EXPEDITION

We must, therefore, look farther for the real reason for the
presence

of the Expeditionary Force in Upper Mesopotamia and the
ultimate

occupation of Mosul. A brief digression is here necessary for
the pur-

pose of discussing political aspects. The political advantages
accruing

by reason of the occupation of desirable territory upon the
termination

of hostilities are obvious; reference at the peace table to the
location of"our most advanced outposts" is very compelling after a
successful

campaign. We must, therefore, align the political aims of Great
Britain

preceding the war with the operations of the Mesopotamian
Expedition-

army Force. This procedure involves an analysis too extended for
this

paper, and not pertaining to command functions. It is sufficient
to

state that the political aims and military missions coincide to
a marked

degree. And therein lies the real reason for the extensive
operations

entered into, the consequent diversion of a large number of
troops frommore important theaters, and the expenditure of vast
amounts of stores

facilities and treasure vitally needed for the sustenance of the
Allied

peoples.

Thus the Mesopotamian Expedition constituted one of a number

of divergent operations, which, aside from their respective
merits, hac

the effect of removing from the vicinity of the main German
armk

some hundreds of thousands of troops and all that goes with them
il

the way of stores and facilities necessary for modern war. The
whol,

political and military story concerning these detachments will
probabl:

never be told; in so far as the responsibility rests upon the
Militar:

the following statement of Napoleon is pertinent: "There are
man:

good generals in Europe, but they see too many things; as for
me

see only one: masses. I seek to destroy them, knowing well that
th

accessories will then fall back of their own accord."

OTHER COURSES OPE)J" TO ALLIED CO~DIAXD

Let us now return to the Asian theaters of operations in the
Near an

Middle East. Here we find (Feb. 1st, 1918) in Palestine some
165,OC

Allies contained by 51,000 Turkish and German troops, and in
Mesop{

tamia 184,912 Allies contained by 34,510 Turkish troops. The
strengt

varied with the different phases, but these figures suffice for
this di

cussion. The military necessity for maintaining these Allied
contingen

in front of the weak Turkish detachments is not apparent. The
Tillis notoriously a poor offensive fighter. Having in mind the
demands.

modern \var, it does not appear that a materially greater
Turkish streng-

could have been maintained \vith the available communications,
pa

ticularly \vith respect to the l\.Iesopotamia theater.
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A movement against the Aleppo locality for the purpose of
ob-

structing the Turkish communications in that vicinity might have
been

undertaken. This would have the effect of isolating the forces
of theCentral Powers in Palestine and Mesopotamia, would deny to a
certain

extent, intercourse between the Turks and Arabs and would have
served

indirectly to protect the British sea lanes. The operation would
have

run into large numbers of troops, and have had the effect of
setting up

another theater of operations in addition to the large number
already

existing. In view of the possibility of the employment of
German

units against such an enterprise, the contingent would, of
necessity,

have to be constituted of good troops completely equipped and
muni-tioned for any class of operations. To embark in such an
enterprise

would have had the effect of aggravating the strategical
dispersion

already existing and of further defeating the application of the
Principles

of Mass and thp. Objective with respect to the main German
Armies.
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Coats of Arms and Badges of The CoastArtillery Corps

By Colonel Robert E. Wyllie, C. A. C.

(lHEadoption of arms and badges for organizations of the
Army

was formally approved towards the end of 1919. Many years

ago regiments were authorized and encouraged to obtain such

insignia, but no official use was made of them, neither did the
War

Department exercise any control or supervision over the designs,
and

the result was a great variety, many defying the laws of
heraldry, and a

remarkable number containing historical inaccuracies.

In 1919 it was decided to use regimental arms on the colors in
place

of the arms of the United States, thus making the color truly
regimental

in character, instead of being a national emblem as it had
previously

been. The retention of the eagle showed the Federal nature of
the

organization, but the remainder of the design applied only to
that

particular unit.

Since then tabards for -all bugles have been authorized, the
design

being the same as that of the approved arms, and special
regimental

devices are permitted to be v>om on the uniform, which
affords another

use for the coat of arms, although they are not limited thereto.
In

addition there are a number of unofficial uses to which they can
be

put, such as on stationery, pictures, etc.

A coat of arms, in the ordinary acceptation of the phrase,
consists

essentially of a shield, on which are placed designs to
illustrate the

history of the unit. The most important accessories are the
crest and

motto. The crest was formerly worn on the helmet and,
-whenever

practicable, should be so shown today. Due to the manner in
which

the arms and crest are placed on the regimental color, the
helmet is

there omitted, but on drawings, stationery, etc., it should be
used to

support the crest, thus avoiding the appearance of a crest
suspended in

midair.

The heraldic wreath typifies the torse of cloth or silk formerly
used

to fasten the crest to the helmet, and is always shmvn. It is
placed

betw-een the helmet and the crest, or as the support of the
crest if the

helmet is omitted.

The mantling is an accessory of the helmet. It symbolizes
the

mantle formerly \vorn over the knight's armor, and is always the
prin-

cipal color of the shield, lined with the principal metal; and
the same

rule holds true for the wreath.(123)
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The motto is placed on a scroll or ribbon, usually below the
shield,

but occasionally elsewhere, there being no fixed rule. If the
motto has

a specific reference to the crest, it is better placed above.
Sometimes

it is between the shield and the crest, as for example in the
arms of the

United States; or again it may be on a belt or ribbon encircling
the

shield. Neither is there any rule for the colors of the scroll
and motto,

but the best result will generally be obtained by using the same
as for

the wreath and mantling.

Supporters are accessories not officially recognized by the War
De-

partment, but authorized for use unofficially, provided they are
appro-

priate to the particular unit. Supporters are figures placed
with the

apparent purpose of holding up or supporting the shield, the
eagle as

an example, supports the arms of the United States; Great
Britain uses

a lion on one side and a unicorn on the other. In personal arms
sup-

porters are authoriz~d only for peers, but this rule does not
hold in the

case of impersonal arms such as for regiments. The use of
soldiers in

the uniform of the Revolution as supporters would be appropriate
only

for a regiment which took part in that war. Crossed cannon,
sabres,

~tc., are suitable in their respective arms; guidons with
appropriate de-:;ign are now available to all. An alligator might
well be used as a

mpporter by a regiment which was in the Seminole War, an Indian
for

a regiment in any Indian campaign; the Chinese dragon for one in
the

Relief Expedition of 1900, etc.

The arms, crest, motto and supporters were, in the old days,
strictly

personal,
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has been destroyed three times by fire, in 1676 by the Indians,
in 1690

by the French and Indians and in 1775 through a bombardment by
the

British. In 1866 one-third of the city was wiped out by flames.
Each

time however Portland has risen from its ashes to a more
prosperous

existence, like the phoenix of old. This legendary bird has been
much

used in heraldry, and it is so well known that a recital of its
meaning

is unnecessary, although some historical data may be
interesting. The

legend was given by Herodotus, Ovid and Pliny as being ancient
in

their times, and it probably originated in Egypt, long before
the dawn

of history. The phoenix is also known in China and Japan,
being

second only to the dragon in their mythology, and with
attributes very

similar to the classical legend. The phoenix has been used as
a.personal

device by a number of famous people, among whom may be
mentioned

Queen Elizabeth of England; Mary, Queen of Scots and her
mother,

Mary of Lorraine; Jane Seymour and her son, Edward VI.
Subsequent

writers and artists have used it as a device for Joan of
Arc.

Heraldically the phoenix is always represented as an eagle
rising

from flames, and in medieval times was generally colored in gold
and

either red, blue or purple. In this case the body and head are
purple,

the wings gold. The flames are always shown in natural
colors.

The motto for these defenses is Terrae Portam Defendamus,
thetranslation being "We defend the land gate (or port)."
Defendamus is

the motto of the Coast Artillery School, and Terrae Portam is a
Latin

rendering of Portland.

If a badge for the uniform is desired, nothing could be better
than

the phoenix.

Boston and vicinity is rich in historical lore, but probably no
incident

which occurred there is as important as the landing of the
Mayflower

at Plymouth. Certainly this is characteristic of the
neighborhood, andit has been sele
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