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AN INDEX?

This is the 147th number of The Field ArtilleryJournal, within
whose pages, for more than twenty-seven years, can be traced the
development ofmodern field artillery.

It has been suggested that there be prepared acomplete,
cross-indexed file of the matter contained,

by subject, for those yearsthis for the benefit ofthose engaged
in study and research, and for generalreference.

The time and expense devoted to such a work canbe justified only
by the expression of considerableinterest in the project.

The views of members, if transmitted to theSecretary, will be
given careful consideration.
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THE U. S. FIELD ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION1624 H Street, N. W.,
Washington, D. C.

Please enroll me as a member of the Association and as a
subscriber toThe Field Artillery Journal. I inclose $3 for
subscription and dues.

Name
..................................................................................................................

Rank and Organization
.....................................................................................

Street
..................................................................................................................

City.................................................. State
.........................................................

ARTICLE II OF CONSTITUTION

"The objects of the Association shall be the promotion of the
efficiency of theField Artillery by maintaining its best
traditions; the publishing of a Journal fordisseminating
professional knowledge and furnishing information as to the
fieldartillery's progress, development, and best use in campaign;
to cultivate, with theother arms, a common understanding of the
powers and limitations of each; tofoster a feeling of
interdependence among the different arms and of heartycooperation
by all; and to promote understanding between the regular and
militiaforces by a closer bond; all of which objects are worthy and
contribute to the goodof our country."

Please change my address

from
....................................................................................................................

to
.........................................................................................................................


.............................................................................................................................
(Signature)


.............................................................................................................................
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owitzerofthe80thFieldArtillery,FortDesMoines,Iowa.Theair,rushingintofillthevacuumcausedbytheblast,isrollingtheblast-looseneddusttoward

theascendingcolumninfrontofthepiece.
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THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL

VOLUME 28 JULY-AUGUST, 1938 NUMBER 4

Short Order

BYPETER B. KYNE

. . . "and blow atrandom into acheap harmonica."

NY ONE who has known activeservice as an enlisted man is

bound to see considerablecomedy and drama. There is always
one

buck in the outfit who is outstanding forhis individuality. In a
company of one

hundred men or one thousand men he isas definitely silhouetted
as a crow on adead limb.

Early in my enlistment in Company Lof the 14th Infantry I
discovered a manwhose personality was to challenge myinterest and
curiosity throughout myenlistment. His name, let us say, wasAndy
Bogue. He had sailed the dark

blue and once he had been second mate

on a whaler, but at the time of hisenlistment he was a deckhand
on aSacramento river stern-wheel steamboat.He had been born and
raised on the river

and I think he had returned to it withsomething of the homing
instinct of alost dog. He was about five feet seveninches tall,
with a deep, hairy, forty-eight inch chest, small spidery legs,
long

powerful arms that hung almost to his

knees, a sullen, pugnacious eye, and ablue, prognathous jaw. He
was not oneto inspire confidence until he smiled,when a mysterious
sort of good lookscrept over his hard masculine mug. Hedid not
smile very often.

I recall him as the first man I everknew who just couldn't keep
step. Froma halt he always moved forward on theright foot and when
a noncom's bitter

tongue bade him change step he wouldchange a step and a half. He
wasalways bewildered, always caughtoffside on a whirling flank when
the squad

261

A
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executed a movement, and he hatedhimself for his inability to be
rhythmicand suffered untold embarrassment. This

made him irritable and ultrasensitive andinasmuch as he was not
a verycompanionable man at his best, he hadnumerous arguments of a
mostacrimonious nature. Perhaps half a dozenof the lads quickly
came to the conclusionthat what Andy needed was a couple ofgood
socks on the nose. So they sockedhim, but never succeeded in
rocking himon his spidery legs. He would come in,

leading with his right, and take a beatingin order to get in one
blowand then itwas all over. His preference was
forrough-and-tumble, for which he had greatnatural ability, but in
our outfit hediscovered that sort of fighting was

barred. Our first sergeant kept a set offour-ounce gloves and
once theunprintable epithet had been passed, achallenge issued and
a fight there was,with the first sergeant insisting on

Marquis of Queensbury rules, or aprofound apology.

Andy was sporty and conformed to therules, which was very hard
on him

because he had had so little gymnasiumexperience. Yet he won his
fights and

pretty soon he came to be regarded as agood man to leave alone,
and so peacewas his portion. He was the first man inour outfit to
discover that you can't boil

stew or rice on a brisk, uncontrolled openfire without burning
it. Thus he broughthimself to the company commander'sattention,
because we had no trainedcooks and they were always burning thestew
or the rice. So they made a cook ofAndy, which was what they always
did inthose days with military misfits. Andfrom that day forward we
had pretty goodgrub which grew better as Andy gleanedmore
experience. He wasn't particularlydesirous of being the company
cook but itwas better than continuousembarrassment at drill, with
the

concomitant distress of yearning to puncha sergeant or a
corporal and not beingable to yield to his desire. After he had

made good as a cook he demanded to bemade a corporal. He said he
had noauthority over the kitchen police as amere cook, and he must
have argued hiscase well, for the youthful companycommander tacked
the rags on him.

Promptly Andy issued challenges tonumerous corporals, all of
whomdeclined his courtesy, which left himquite low in spirits.
While a meal was

cooking and he had a little respite fromhis thankless task he
would sit on a caseof canned goods and blow at randominto a cheap
harmonica, as a baby would

blow it. He had no bunkie and he wasquite alone and fiercely
resolved to dierather than admit it. When he had thesupper dishes
done he turned in; it justnever occurred to anybody to ask Andyto
walk out with him down to the Lunetato listen to the military bands
playing

and gaze upon the Spanish elite drivingout in their victorias
along the Malecon,taking the coolish evening air as it blewin from
the China sea. When he drank aglass of beer at the regimental
canteenhe drank it alone. If he asked somebodyto have one on him
that someone wouldsay: "Thanks, Bogue, but I'm having onewith my
pal here."

The first time I was assigned to

kitchen police under Andy he glowered atme and said: "I suppose
you're anotherone o' these Middle West bums." We hada majority of
recruits from Utah, Ohio,and Wisconsin and anything west of
theSierra Nevada range was Middle West toAndy. I told him I was a
Californian,and he pricked up his ears. Where was Ifrom? I told
him. He had been doggonenear wrecked in the schooner So-and-Sodown
my way. Down near Point Montaralight, wasn't it? Had I ever been up
on theSacramento River? No? What a deprivation.It was so
beautifulparticularly

262
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in the early morning, with the sun comingup over miles of tules
and the mist risingfrom the marshes and the wild ducks

getting up off the river and scutteringahead of the steamer, and
the farmer'sgirls waving to a feller from the banks.Gosh, how he
wisht he was back on thatstinkin' ol' river instead o' down here
inthese damned hot lousy tropics with a lotof scrofulous natives
running around withtheir shirt tails sticking out. Andyregarded
outboard shirt tails as the ne

plus ultra of something or other.

That day I plumbed Andy's secretsorrow. He was nostalgic for the
river.His wild brave heart was aching for itthat and human
companionship. Just

before we served supper I invited himover to the canteen for a
beerand Imade a ten strike. He bought right backand said: "Catch
one o' these MiddleWest misers buyin' a feller a beer. Why,they're
too cheap to give a feller a smile.Easy to see, Pete, that you're a
Native

Son."I was so proud of having been the first

to gain Andy's approval that I invited himto walk with me around
the band stand onthe Luneta that night, and he acceptedeagerly.
However, I was too young andunsophisticated for an ex-second mate
ona whaler to pal around with and so I didnot become Andy's bunkie.
Nor did Iwish to be. In fact I had one already and

he disliked Andy and thought I shouldrespect his prejudices.

Now, in those days of The Empire asteamer known as The Duke of
Fife usedto bring refrigerated beef and mutton upfrom Australia for
the PhilippineExpeditionary Force. She had properrefrigeration
facilities and the meatswere delivered in prime condition, but
inquantity not sufficient to please a lustysoldiery. We seemed to
get more thanour share of chuck meat and ourregimental commissary
officer tried to

be very fair in its distribution. Thus, if L

Company drew prime beef today, thenfor the next four drawings
they gotsomething from between the horns or

from the tail down.This never flustered Andy Bogue and

it never flustered us after we discoveredAndy was equal to chuck
meats. We hada puny little meat grinder such as a largefamily would
use and how the kitchen

police would have to work to chop upthat chuck meat into little
pieces andfeed it through that meat grinder, toemerge as hamburger.
Andy favored a

heavy percentage of onion in hishamburger steak and his taste
met withthe approval of all except a handsome,college-bred lad
named John Moore.John was the company clerk. He was amerry,
bright-eyed, kindly soul whomeverybody loved, but alas, he came
fromOhio and that let him out with Andy.However, he had one virtue
Andygreatly admired. He was one of thoseold-fashioned Spencerian
penmen, who

shaded heavily on the down strokes andmade capital letters with
lovely little

pig-tails on them. Inasmuch astypewriters were unknown in the
armyof that day and the curse of excessive

paper work had not yet descended uponthe service, we had ample
opportunity toadmire John's marvelous chirographywhen announcements
appeared on thecompany bulletin board. Andy used to

shake his head in vast wonderment thatany man should be so
gifted.

One day he shyly went to John andasked him if he would write a
letter forhim to his girl back on the river, andJohn, who was a
pretty hard-workedyoung man, made some gentle excuse toavoid the
task. So thereafter Andyloathed him, as heartily as John
loathedAndy's onion-ridden hamburger steak,for, as the medical
profession now-a-days phrases it, John was allergic toonions. They
repeated on him all day.The poor wretch would come to mess
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with a swell appetite and the very firstwhiff of the fatal
onions relegated him togoldfish when his soul craved meat.

We had hamburgers four or five timesin succession (Andy would
just as soonhave made up a good solid stew, but hishamburger was
more popular) and Johnhad stood it as long as he could. I was inthe
kitchen doing a thirty-day penancewhen John said to Andy: "Andy, I
hatehamburger with onions in it. They repeaton me. And canned
salmon isundermining my reason. The next time

we have hamburger would you set myration aside before mixing in
the onionsand fry it for me separately in a skillet?"

Andy's hour had struck! He glaredbalefully at John and said in
accentsmost insulting: "Say, you Ohio so andso, what the hell do
you think this placeis anyhow? A short - order house?"

Thus the ex-second mate to thegentleman.

"You low-bred, beetle-browed, no

good this and that, will you kindly gointo the latrine and cut
your throat?"

Thus the gentleman to the ex-secondmate.

They stared at each other like twogame cocksand then
Andyremembered John was a corporal. So hecould be challenged! He
was of equalrank! How good God was to theafflicted!

"Will you fight?" Andy queriedsoftly.

"With all the pleasure in life," camethe prompt answer.

"Tonight, on the beach, after retreat.Tell the first sergeant.
I'm too busy todiscuss it now."

Our fights were pulled off withseconds, buckets, sponges,
time-keeper and referee. So after retreat weall went down to see
Andy Boguemurder John Moore. Alas, andalackaday! John walked around
Andyas a cooper walks around a barrel andsystematically and
scientifically cut

him to ribbons. Not one blow didAndy land. The first sergeant
askedhim repeatedly if he had had enough

but death was preferable to AndyBogue rather than such a
baseadmission. Finally John measured himand after landing half a
dozen terrible

blows on that prognathous jaw hesucceeded in knocking Andy
out.

We carried him home and washedhim off and the incident was
ended. Sowe thought. But Andy was the oddnumber, the man you
couldn't figure as

you figured other men.I felt so sorry for him the next day, ashe
sat on the case of canned goods andflock-shot the notes of his
harmonica.His face was a terrible sight to behold,and he whipped us
with his bitter tongueas we ground away turning out ANOTHER MESS
OFHAMBURGER STEAK. When we hadit in the big pan and the onions
allground up to mix with it, Andy rose

from his case of canned goods, took ahuge double-handful and set
it on askillet, then ordered us to mix in theonions on the
residue.

I knew then that I was about towitness the disclosure by Andy
Bogue ofthat streak of magnificence whichsometimes crops out in
very evil men. Iwatched him carefully cook that huge

patty of hamburger without onionsand

when John Moore came by in the messline and his nose went up in
despair, Iwatched Andy reach back on the buzzy-cot for the skillet,
slam its contentsdown in John's mess kit and say, in asurprisingly
subdued voice, "There'syour goddam hamburger steak
withoutonions."

Two strong men stood face to face!John stared at Andy and Andy
lookedthoroughly uncomfortable. Then Johnturned loose his golden
smile and allhis charm was patent. He said: "Andy,you're a much
finer man than I suspectedand I wish I had taken time out

264
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"DO YOU THINK THIS IS A SHORT-ORDER HOUSE?

to be your friend instead of your enemy.I'm sorry we fought. How
about shaking

hands, Andy, and forgetting it?"Andy stuck out his great greasy
paw.

"Well, you're a hell of a sight better manthan I suspected," he
admitted comically,"but I ain't sorry we fought, because Ifound one
man in this outfit to admire andit was worth a licking to know
that."

When the supper was on and cookingJohn Moore came over to the
kitchen andhe and Andy went to the canteen and

hoisted a few. And that night Andy gotinto a suit of whites (a
million tailorscouldn't have made that man look well-dressed, what
with his parenthetical legs

and rolling gait) and he and John Moorewalked out to listen to
the band play on

the Luneta.Well, John never had to complain of

onions in his hamburger thereafter andAndy took a delight in
cooking himlittle specialties. He saved a big cratethat otherwise
would have gone forfirewood and a small box for a seat andJohn ate
his meals from a table, as awhite man should. And Andy was
neverlonely any moreuntil we had the big

fight at Zapote river and a brass-coated45-70 Remington slug
took John

between the eyes and set him down inValhalla.
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Now, of course, frequently a man willnever know who has been
killed untillong after the action is over. We had

sixty-five prisoners to take back to LasPinas and stable them in
the church there,and Andy and I accompanied the

prisoners. After we got rid of them wewere dismissed from
formation and toldto make our way back to the river as bestwe
could, for it was raining, with thunderand lightning.

Now, we had a sergeant killed close toJohn and I had dragged
both bodies

together and covered them with myshelter-half. (Of course I
never used theshelter-half again and I'll be shot if, whenI was
discharged, they didn't deduct $2.08from my finals to cover the
cost of it andno depreciation figured for a year of wearand tear.
Why do men fight for theircountry, anyhow?) As I walked across
thefield I saw, in a flare of sheet lightning,another sodden figure
headed in the samedirection.

I knew the sergeant had two potatoesin his haversack and it was
in my mind totake them, since the loss would entail nodeprivation
to him. And I thought: "Iwonder who that fellow is? And can he
be

bound down river to Sergeant Lawes'sbody to frisk it for those
spuds?"

I lurched up alongside him and yelled:"Hello, who is it?" and
back came amuffled, husky answer, "Andy Bogue.

That you, Pete?""Yes."

"I hear John's been killed. II'mlooking for him, kid.
Iwanttosaygoodbyetomy bunkie."

I told him I'd lead him to the body andI did. I grasped the edge
of the shelter-half and when the lightning flared I drewit back and
emptied the water that hadaccumulated in the folds of it and
Andygazed down into the face of his dead

bunkieJohn with his nice blue eyeswide open, as if in wonder.
And the rainhad washed his face before I covered it.

The lightning hung for about three

seconds, then the darkness shut down andabove the tumult of the
storm I could hearAndy gasping and choking back his grief.But he
mastered it. He was the type.Presently he came close to me
anddelivered his eulogy.

"Pete," he choked, "I used to cook thatboy's hamburger steak
without onions.Yourememberonionsrepeated onhim. Lemme see him
again, Pete . . . . Oh,

be good to him, God, be good to him. He

was one of the finest."I was one of Andy's pallbearers

about three years ago and as theylowered him into his grave in
thePresidio National Cemetery I thoughtof that scene in the long
ago and histouching panegyric to John Moore. AndI thought, too,
"Kind begets kind and

birds of a feather will flock together.And may God be good to
you, too,

Andy Bogue, because you also wereone of the finest!"

The Commanding General, Ninth Corps Area, is supervising the
collection

of historical material on Army activities in San Francisco Bay
Area. This

information will be used in the preparation of a brief history
of the Army in

that vicinity, beginning with the Spanish Era, and for inclusion
in guide books

and historical markers for tourists. Those persons having
pertinent literature,

maps and photographs, or having knowledge of the location of
historical

marks in the vicinity of San Francisco, are requested to
communicate with theCommanding General, Ninth Corps Area, Presidio
of San Francisco. Copies of

original material are especially desired. If originals are
loaned they will be

returned immediately after having been copied.

266


	
7/31/2019 Field Artillery Journal - Jul 1938

13/83

Awards of Field Artillery Medal

The Field Artillery Association Medal, to be awarded to one
member,

in each institution, of the First Year Advanced Course in Senior
ROTC

units of the Field Artillery, has been won, in 1938, by cadets
outstanding,

not only "in soldierly characteristics," under the terms of the
award, but

in every field of university activity, academic, cultural, and
athletic. A few

of the winners so far reported are listed here. It is hoped that
the

remainder can be included in a following number.

This year and next, these young men will be eligible for
commissions

in the Field Artillery Reserve. They, and other graduates, a few
years

hence, will be commanding batteries and battalions in the
National Guard

and the Organized Reserve. Some will be in the Regular Army.
All, it is

safe to predict, will be leaders in their professions and
communities,

having proved their industry, ability, and quality. The Field
Artillery

Journal takes pleasure in presenting this group of young
American

citizens.

UNIV. OKLAHOMA UNIV. SANTA CLARA OREGON STATE

THOMAS JOHN SHARPE JEROME E. KELLEHER DON W. COONS

5008 Tracy Street, Kansas City,Mo. Member Varsity and FAPistol
Teams. School ofPetroleum Engineering.

746 Louisiana St., Vollejo, Calif.Cadet 1st Lt. Presented
medalby Maj. Gen. A. J. Bowley,Corps Area Commander.

Delta Tau Delta; CaptainScabbard and Blade; AlphaZeta, Blue Key,
Right End,Varsity Football.

267


	
7/31/2019 Field Artillery Journal - Jul 1938

14/83

THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL

COLORADO STATE CULVER LOUISIANA STATE

JOHN T. ROONEY MALCOLM N. MACINTYRE FRANK P. LATHROP

Orin, Wyo. Cadet First Sergeant;Honor Sophomore, militarywork,
1937.

Honolulu, T. H. Cadet FirstSergeant. Varsity baseball andtrack.
Glee Club.

Reform, Ala. RegimentalSergeant Major. Expert Gunner,Captain,
DemonstrationBattery, 100% Discipline grade.

TEXAS A. & M.CORNELL

UNIV. FLORIDA

JACK C. WEBBER ALBERT D. BOSSON WILLIAM I. WOOD

Arp. Tex. Cadet MasterSergeant. DistinguishedStudent, '37-'38.
Honor Society,A. S. Mech. E., EconomicsClub.

560 Concord Ave., Belmont,Mass. Asst. Mgr. Crew; Psi U;Seabbard
and Blade.

First Sergeant; Straight "A" inmilitary. 6 semesters.
Honorstudent. Engineering.
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HARVARD STANFORD YALE

DONALD W. DAUGHTERS HAMPTON J. POOL T. TALMADGE PEARSON

Watertown, Mass. Right End,Varsity Football.
All-Americanmention.

1635 Grant St., Berkeley, Calif.All-West-Coast Rugby;
VarsityFootball.

340 Forest Ave., Rye, N. Y. ChiPsi; Freshman and VarsityCrew
squads.

UNIV. ILLINOIS

JAMES D. LIERMAN

307 E. White St., Champaign, Ill.Cadet Lieutenant; Connor
Cup,

1936 and 1938; American LegionMedal, 1937; Alpha Chi Rho;Caisson
Club; Pershing Rifles;Seabbard and Blade.

THE MEDAL
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Extracts From an EpicHerewith the JOURNAL presents the

report of Captain George W. Van Deusen

(who, as Colonel, USA-Ret, died recently)

on the operation of his mountain guns in

the Philippine Campaign. Here is a

description of unusually effective

employmentin the face of great

difficulties.

Indeed, not long ago the JOURNAL

printed a picture of Colonel Van Deusen,

in his uniform as captain and first

baseman of the 16th Battery baseball team,sometime around 1907.
The photo was

titledand as it turned out, with more

truth than poetry"There were giants in

those days." There were, certainly, and

Captain Van Deusen, his officers and men,

who forced their guns through the jungle

and cogon grass and dragged them

through streams on the heels of the

supported infantry, were the giants.

This report is presented through the

courtesy and cooperation of Colonel

Oliver L. Spaulding, FA, who assembled

it for the FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL.

MSP/ASMWashington, D. C.

April 23, 1900.The Adjutant General. U. S. Army,Washington, D.
C.,SIR:

I have the honor to report that, in

compliance with Special Orders No. 217,

Headquarters of the Army, A.G.O., 1899,

I left New York City on the S.S. St. Paul

on September 27th, 1899. Under the

provisions of that order, it was intended

that I should proceed to London, England,

and superintend the shipment of certain

mountain guns with their equipment

recently purchased from Vickers, Sons

and Maxim Co. for use in the Philippine

Islands, acquainting myself thoroughly

with their use and construction from

actual observation at the factory, and

then to proceed to Manila and report tothe Department Commander
for duty in

charge of said guns. I reached London

on the 4th of October, and the next

morning visited the office of the firm in

London. I found, as anticipated, that the

guns, with part of the pack equipment

and ammunition, had already been

shipped by a Japanese mail steamer to

Hong Kong, having been inspected

under the direction of the U. S. Military

Attache, Colonel S. S. Sumner. The

remainder of the pack equipment would

be ready for inspection in about ten

days, while an extra order for

ammunition would probably not be

completed before the end of the month.

It seemed to me that there must be some

error in connection with this order for

ammunition on account of the very large

proportion of case, 1200 rounds, such a

number being largely in excess of any

estimated requirements, and I desired

Colonel Sumner to cable regarding the

matter. He did not think advisable, so I

wrote a letter on the subject, trusting it

might reach Washington in time to do

some good in making any necessary

change. On the 6th I went down to the

Maxim-Nordenfelt gun factory at Erith,

near London, accompanied by a

representative of the firm. I was

carefully shown all the details connected

with the mountain gun, its mechanism,

packing arrangements &c., every facility

being given me to acquire any necessary

information. The gun and mechanism

were taken apart and assembled by

employes, and then packed on the

regulation pack saddle. After it had

been explained to me. I took part in the

work myself, and repeated it until I

considered myself thoroughly familiar with
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all the details. On the 9th I repeated the

same work, and later proceeded to

Dartford to inspect the process of

manufacture of the ammunition andfuzes, all the details of which
were

carefully explained to me. I was notified

that the remainder of the pack equipment

would be ready for inspection and

packing on the 10th. On that date I made

a careful inspection of the saddles,

ammunition hangers and boxes, and saw

them packed ready for shipment on the

Japanese mail steamer on the 13th. As the

additional order for ammunition would

not be ready for shipment before the end

of the month, I did not consider that it

was intended that I should delay in

London for such a length of time, since

the object was for me to reach Manila as

soon as practicable and assume charge of

the guns which had been already shipped.

In order to gain time, I went by train to

Genoa and there overtook a fast steamer

of the North German Lloyd line, which

had sailed from Southampton on October

9th, a day too soon for me to embark

there, on account of the inspection of

pack equipment on the 10th. I left Genoa

on this steamer, the Konig Albert, and

reached Hong Kong on November 15th. I

had hoped to overtake the guns here, but

upon visiting the U. S. Consul, Mr.

Wildman, was informed that they had

arrived a few days before, and had been

transshipped at once to Manila, Gen. Otis

having cabled that they were urgently

needed there. I took the first steamer from

Hong Kong, November 18th, and reached

Manila on November 21st. I reported at

once to the Department Commander, and

was assigned to duty in charge of the

guns, per S.O. 320, Headquarters

Department of the Pacific and EighthArmy Corps, November 21,
1899, but

was informed that there was no

immediate prospect of the guns being

required for actual service, and that it

would not be practicable to assign any

men and animals to me at that time for

purposes of drill and instruction. I wasdirected to submit as
soon as practicable

my estimate as to the number of men and

animals requisite to properly equip each

six gun battery, which I did the same day.

I remained on duty in Manila, reporting

daily at Corps Headquarters, and

spending most of my time at the Arsenal,

looking out for the guns and equipment.

On November 30th, I was instructed to

prepare four of the guns, properly

equipped, for shipment to Zamboanga with

the 31st Infantry, U.S.V. They were placed

under charge of Major J. E. McMahon,

31st U.S.V.I., 1st Lieut., 4th U. S.

Artillery, who detailed a company of the

regiment in charge of them, this company

being commanded by Captain Stivers, a

graduate of the Military Academy of the

class of 1879. The working of these guns

has been most satisfactory, as is shown by

an appended extract from a letter written

me by Major McMahon. Up to the time of

my departure, these guns had not been

used in the field.

On December 8th I was ordered to

take two of the guns by steamer to Vigan

and transfer them to some officer to be

designated by General Young to receive

them. I left Manila on the steamer

Romulus on December 8th, and reached

Vigan on December 10th. By General

Young's orders, the guns were transferred

to 1st Lieut. J. C. Lowenberg, 37th U. S.

Vol. Infantry, formerly a 1st Sergeant of

Artillery, and I gave him all possible

instruction as to the use of the guns and

ammunition. I have not received any

direct report from him, but have been

informed that he has had the guns inaction under exceptionally
severe conditions

as to elevation and range, and that the

results were more than satisfactory, in
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every particular. I left Vigan on

December 12th, and reached Manila on

December 13th. On December 23d, I

prepared one gun for shipment to Aparri,to accompany the 16th
Infantry to that

station, leaving only five of the guns in

Manila under my immediate control.

About noon on the 25th of December, I

was sent for by General Schwan, and

informed that Colonel Lockett was to go

in command of an expedition against the

insurgents at Montalban near San Mateo,

and wished two of my guns. I was asked

the minimum number of men necessary

for the service of each piece, and said that

there should be at least ten privates and

two non-commissioned officers. A detail

of this number was made from Battery

"E," 6th Artillery. I was also informed

that as there was a road all the way and

the distance was not great, the guns could

be hauled, and I would be furnished with

one mule for each gun and a two mule

wagon for ammunition and rations. When

asked to designate a lieutenant to go in

command. I requested to be allowed to go

myself, as I was very anxious to have

some practical experience with the guns. I

was ordered to proceed to the Pumping

Station, about eight miles from Manila,

that evening, and report to Colonel

Lockett there. The men and mules

reported to me at the Arsenal about two

o'clock, and I prepared my ammunition

&c., and left Manila at 3:30. Reached the

camp of the 11th Cavalry about dark in a

heavy rain, and was ordered by Colonel

Lockett to remain there till morning and

then to proceed to San Mateo. Started on

about 7 A.M., December 26th, and

crossed the Maraquina River, the guns

being ferried across on a small boat,

mules and wagon fording. Reached SanMateo, about nine miles, at
11 A.M., and

was informed that no further movement

would be made until the following day.

This delay enabled me to give the men of

my detachments a little drill and

instruction in the working of the piece,

none of them having seen it until theyreported for duty the
evening before. The

ammunition was carefully looked after

and the guns cleaned and placed in

perfect working order. At six the

following morning. December 27th, I

proceeded to Montalban, about four

miles, where the enemy was strongly

intrenched on the side of a mountain,

commanding the road and river. By

Colonel Lockett's order, I placed my guns

in a field at a distance of about 1,500

yards from the nearest position of the

enemy to cover the deployment of the

Infantry. Fire was opened on the nearest

trenches with shell, followed by shrapnel

as soon as the approximate range was

obtained, the fire being over the heads of

the advancing Infantry line. As soon as

this line was sufficiently advanced, my

guns were moved forward to within less

than a thousand yards and placed in a

field where they could command the

trenches on two sides. The enemy was

soon dislodged from the nearest position

and driven over the top of the mountain,

being followed by a shrapnel fire. The

last shots against this portion of the

enemy were at a range of 3,200 yards,

near the top of the mountain. At this

range two shrapnel were exploded exactly

in the spot from which the smoke of the

enemy's rifles appeared as they fired. Not

another shot was fired by this body of the

enemy, nor was anything further heard

from it. What the casualties were was not

known as that part of the field was not

visited later by our troops. About this time

fire was opened on my guns from a field

piece located in a gun pit about a thousandyards away. Ten shots
were fired by this

piece before any effective range was

obtained, and then one projectile was
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as the mules were not shod and turned

over to me until seven o'clock in the

morning of the day I moved out. However

as the men were carefully selected, theysoon learned the duties
from practical

experience. I was required to carry sixty

rounds per gun, and was provided with

twenty-seven pack mules, twelve for the

guns and fifteen for ammunition. This

allowed me no extra mules to replace any

disabled in action or by accident. I

requested to be furnished some extra pack

mules to carry rations and to replace any

disabled, but instead was given a four

mule team which was able to keep with

me only four days, after which rations

were carried on the persons of the men

and on the gun and ammunition mules.

My detachment consisted of six non-

commissioned officers and thirty privates,

also three civilian packers.

I left Manila at 8:30 A.M., January 3d,

1900, and marched to San Pedro Macati,

the starting point of the expedition.

Remained there till the next afternoon,

which time was devoted to drilling and

instructing the men. At 2 P.M., January

4th, left San Pedro Macati and encamped

that night on a hill above Laguna de Bay,

near the entrance to the Pasig River. The

next morning, left this camp and marched

to Muntinlupa on the Laguna. Took one

gun with the advance guard on this

march, as resistance was anticipated, but

no enemy was encountered. The next

morning, left Muntinlupa with the cavalry

column and engaged in a sharp skirmish

near the town. The enemy was driven

back and pursued to Bian, from which

place he was dislodged by an Infantry

column which had proceeded to the town

by a shorter road, the cavalry and artillery

being delayed by two almost impassablefords, such that the guns
and ammunition

had to be carried over by hand, and

replaced on the other side. On the 7th the

command left Bian for the interior of

Cavite Piovince. I accompanied the

advance guard again with one gun, while

the other two were in rear of the maincolumn. The command
encamped that

night at Silan, while my detachment

encamped about half a mile from the

town, there being a very difficult

crossing on the trail which was not

reached by the rear guns until dark, so

that I preferred to wait and cross by

daylight. The trail leading through the

ravine in question was so steep and

slippery that the Cavalry command lost

two horses and a mule in making the

crossing, and it was necessary for me to

carry all my packs through by hand.

Remained at Silan on the 8th, and on the

9th proceeded to Indan with two guns,

one being left in Silan with the

garrisoning battalion. While in Silan I

obtained some axes and shovels from the

engineer detachment, which I carried on

my mules from this time, and which

greatly assisted my progress by enabling

me to make repairs to bridges and trails.

My wagon had not reached Silan up to

the time I left and I did not see it again

until we returned to Manila. There were

several difficult crossings between Silan

and Indan, but a little pioneer work on

the bridges and trails enabled me to

keep up with the main column and

reach camp at the same time. I was

ordered to leave a gun at Indan, and to

proceed with the remaining one on the

10th, with Colonel Gardener and a

battalion of the 30th Vol. Infantry, in a

southerly direction towards Lake Taal.

Up to this time I had hauled the guns

wherever practicable, but from reports

received as to the nature of the trails

ahead, I concluded that it would be a gainin time and a saving
to both men and

animals to depend entirely upon packing.

During the remainder of this campaign
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this especial gun which always

accompanied me was carried entirely by

packing, and, in fact, could not, in most

places, have been carried in any othermanner.

The command reached Alfonso on the

10th, and remained there until afternoon of

the 11th, when orders were received to

proceed to Bayayungan on Lake Taal. As

no trail to this place was indicated on the

maps, word was sent to Colonel Gardener

that he could send the artillery back to

Indan if he deemed advisable. A native

said there was a trail practicable for ponies,

so I requested to be allowed to attempt the

trip, as, if necessary, I could turn back in

case the trail was found to be actually

impracticable. We reached the mountain

above Lake Taal without any trouble about

five o'clock in the evening, and I started

down with my detachment about six,

reaching the town at the bottom about

eleven. In many places the trail had been

worn down to almost a point in the soft

rock by pony travel, so that it was difficult

to even lead a large horse or mule through,

and utterly impossible to do so with the

pack or saddles on. In these places it was

necessary to completely unpack the

animals and lead them through, and then

carry the packs and saddles through and

repack on the other side. This was rather

difficult at night, but fortunately there

was a full moon, and the descent was

accomplished in safety. The trail in places

was poorly defined, so that some of the

infantry column strayed away and did not

turn up in camp until the next day. Some

idea of the nature of the trail can be

formed from the fact that the following

day, a cavalry pack train coming down

with rations for our command, lost five

mules in making the descent by day-light.The men in my
detachment worked

exceedingly well, and followed implicitly

the instructions given them. The

command remained at Bayayungan on the

12th, in order to obtain rations. On the

13th we started along the north shore of

Lake Taal and marched to Talisay, wherewe rejoined General
Schwan and the

main column. During this march, it was

necessary to lead the animals through the

lake for about three hundred yards, the

water being about breast deep, there

being no practicable trail on the shore.

From Talisay, the command proceeded

the same day to Santo Tomas, making a

march of over twenty miles for that day.

At Santo Tomas I was placed in

command of the artillery of the brigade,

ten guns, with Lieuts. Summerall and

Buckey as lieutenants. The guns were

one 3.2-inch field gun, five Maxim-

Nordenfelt mountain guns, three 1.65-

inch Hotchkiss mountain guns, and one

Gatling gun. Lieut. Buckey joined me at

Talisay and Lieut. Summerall at Lipa the

next day. We left Santo Tomas about four

o'clock on the afternoon of the 14th, and

marched that evening to Lipa, about

twelve miles. The next day two columns

were started out for Batangas over

different roads. I sent Lieut. Buckey with

one and Lieut. Summerall with the

headquarters column, accompanying the

latter myself. We camped at Ibaan that

night, and proceeded the next morning to

Batangas, which was entered with slight

resistance. From Batangas two of the

Hotchkiss guns were sent back to Manila

by steamer, being no longer needed.

Lieut. Summerall was sent to Rosario

with a column on the 17th. On the 19th,

at 4 P.M., Lieut. Buckey and myself

were sent with a battalion of the 30th

Vol. Infantry, under Colonel Gardener.

We marched to Rosario that night over

a very rough road, reaching camp about1:30 A.M. Started on at
6:30 A.M., the

20th, and reached San Pablo at 7 P.M.,

making the total distance marched
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in 27 hours about 38 miles. Men and

animals were tired but otherwise in good

condition. On the morning of the 21st, I

was sent with two Engineer officers and acompany of Infantry to
reconnoiter some

reported trenches about four miles from

San Pablo, and report upon the

practicability of turning them. We found

the trenches as reported and upon going

along the road further, developed some

concealed trenches beside the road from

which fire was opened upon our party of

four officers and two privates at a range

of about fifty yards. Two of the enlisted

men were wounded, but the rest of the

party escaped uninjured. We returned and

reported to General Schwan, and he sent a

battalion of infantry to endeavor to turn

the position, directing me to accompany

this command with one gun. Lieut.

Summerall was sent with the advance

guard of the main column with one 3.2-

inch and one Maxim-Nordenfelt, while

Lieut. Buckey with the remainder of the

guns accompanied the main column.

After pushing my way for several miles

through a dense undergrowth and over

very rough ground, an order was sent me

by Major Cheatam commanding the

column to turn back to the road, as the

head of the column had reached a wall of

rock down which animals could not be

taken. This order was brought me by

Capt. Crozier of the Ordnance, who had

accompanied the column up to this point

and who now returned with me, as he

could lead his horse no further. In the

meantime the main column had engaged

the enemy and driven them from the

position. Lieuts. Summerall and Buckey

were both engaged. At the first shot from

the 3.2-inch gun the elevating screw was

broken and the piece renderedunserviceable, so that all the work
was

done by the Maxim-Nordenfelts, and it

was reported to be very satisfactory. My

detachment overtook the main column

just after it went into camp at San Mateo,

but the infantry turning column did not

get through until late in the evening. Thenext morning Lieut.
Buckey was sent

with a column to Santa Cruz, while the

main column proceeded through Lilio

against Majayjay, which was reported to

be strongly defended by the enemy. The

3.2-inch gun and the Hotchkiss were sent

with the wagons to Santa Cruz, as the

trail was said to be too rough for their

use, and the two Nordenfelts taken with

the column. On approaching the position,

which was found to be strongly defended

by trenches, a ridge was occupied by our

forces about six hundred yards from these

trenches, and the guns placed near the

extremities of the line where they would

have the best command of the enemy's

defenses. Everything was prepared for

action and small gun pits dug to shelter

the men and ammunition to some

extent. It was not deemed advisable to

attack the enemy that day, so I was

ordered not to open fire, and the

following morning they retreated on

account of a column of our forces

having entered the town in their rear.

On crossing the river to the position, it

was found that our guns had a perfect

command in reverse of their main

works, so that our fire would have

rendered them untenable. On reaching

the town, I was ordered to take two

Maxim-Nordenfelts and endeavor to

overtake Colonel Gardener, who had

been sent in pursuit of the retreating

enemy. As he had an hour's start and the

trail was extremely rough, I did not

overtake him until nine that evening at the

town of Luisana. One of the guns had been

hauled as far as Majayjay, but on leavingthat place, I found
that nothing on wheels

could travel over the trails. This detachment

was short one mule, sent back on a
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and then there would be no danger from

broken buckles or straps cut out by the

tongue of the buckle. The girth straps

were all too short for our large mules, andit was necessary to
double most of them.

While inspecting the saddles at Erith I

called attention to the length of these

straps, and a number of extra straps were

put in the boxes, although the people at

the factory were sure the saddle straps

were long enough. The cinches are of

cord and I do not think can compare with

our hair cinch. The main cinch should be

broader. It might be an improvement to

have a special saddle for the trail, so that

it could be raised in rear. Otherwise the

spade part is apt to hit the animal on the

tail as he walks. It was necessary to prop

up the rear of the trail by placing a

blanket roll or some other support

between the rear brace of the saddle and

the trail, and to put on two or three extra

lashings to secure it properly in place.

This was the only load which caused any

difficulty in packing. The others were

very evenly balanced, and after being

once properly secured in place, caused

very little trouble on the march. The gun

load, the heaviest, seldom shifted

position, and the cradle, wheel, and

ammunition packs would be carried all

day without requiring any attention

whatever. Two strong, even gaited mules

were selected for the gun and trail packs,

and after a couple of days' experience for

men and animals, the loads shaped

themselves so that they would not require

attention for hours, although the animals

were climbing the steepest hills, jumping

ditches &c. The construction and fit of

the saddle is far superior to any I have

seen, so far as regards ease and comfort

to the animal. On the trip throughSouthern Luzon. I started out
with men

who had no experience with packing of

any kind, with saddles unfitted and with

mules unaccustomed to packing. At times

the saddles were wet and placed on the

mules in that condition. On one occasion

two mules jumped from a bridge into astream, so that it was
necessary to unpack

them in the water, leaving the packs and

saddles in the stream. These were then

fished out and placed on the mules in this

condition and the march continued for

several hours. The mules were foraged on

unhulled rice when it could be obtained,

but often had to be satisfied with banana

and palm leaves. The gun detachment

which remained constantly with me

traveled fully 260 miles under these

conditions, making one march of nearly

38 miles in 27 hours. Yet up to the end of

the expedition not one of my mules

became disabled or exhausted, nor did I

have a single sore back or saddle gall, the

mules reaching Santa Cruz in fully as

good condition as when they left Manila.

During this time we were constantly with

cavalry pack trains fitted out with

aparejos, and the contrast in the condition

of the mules was most striking and was

frequently commented upon. The fact that

the saddles are interchangeable is a great

advantage, especially where packing is to

be hurried and before daylight, as was

frequently the case in my experience, a

few candles furnishing the only light.

COMPARISON OF MAXIM-NORDENFELT

WITH OTHERGUNS USED

For my own experience, and from

conversation with other artillery

officers, it is my opinion that a

mountain gun of this or similar type is

the gun needed for service in the

Philippine Islands, and probably the

only kind needed. The greater portionof the Islands is
absolutely devoid of

any practicable roads. In places where

the Spanish government had constructed
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fairly good roads, through neglect and the

ravages of the climate these have become

even more difficult than the ordinary

trails. This state of affairs is greatlyincreased during the
rainy season when,

for months, a large portion of the country

is practically impassable for anything on

wheels. The 3.2-inch field gun, although

fairly good in its place, must be hauled,

and consequently is only useful in a

country provided, to some extent at least,

with roads. When accompanying a

column, bridges must be repaired, banks

to fords cut down, &c., all of which tend

to delay the advance. Infantry officers

anxious to push ahead are not apt to make

allowances for these difficulties to be

overcome by the artillery, and although

fully appreciating its usefulness in actual

combat, would make complaint if they

were called upon to delay in the least to

assist the artillery ahead. This happened

frequently, although the artillery officers

were doing everything in their power to

overcome the obstacles and hasten the

advance. Furthermore the gun and

carriage did not seem to stand the rough

usage it was called upon to undergo over

well, and there was constant necessity for

repair to elevating screws, vent bushing,

&c. There was also great complaint as to

the ammunition, especially regarding the

shrapnel, there being many premature

explosions, sometimes in the gun itself,

so that it was not always considered safe

to fire over the heads of the advancing

troops. This was probably due to some

accident in manufacture, and should be

easily remedied. But I believe any system

for field artillery of this class is radically

defective which does not involve the

quick firing principle and the use of fixed

ammunition, this being necessary both forthe proper protection
of the ammunition,

and quick and accurate service of the

piece. The 3-inch Hotchkiss mountain

gun was used to a considerable extent,

and did some good work. But the packing

arrangements for this gun are not

satisfactory, and it was hauled wheneverin use. I have never
seen the gun packed,

but am informed that the saddles are so

poorly constructed that the back of the

mule is galled in a very short time.

Another objection to the gun is the

excessive recoil, which, I am told, was

often as much as fifteen feet, the gun

being overturned. This would be a great

obstacle to any rapid fire. The 1.65-inch

Hotchkiss mountain gun I consider as

practically useless for field work. It is too

light and fires only a shell with a small

bursting charge, while shrapnel is the

ammunition needed. It is of practically no

use against trenches, or lines of troops.

The 75-mm. Maxim-Nordenfelt gun

seems to me to more nearly fill the

requirements for a gun to be used in our

Island service than any other gun of

which I have knowledge. It is essentially

a modern gun with all the modern

improvements. The comparatively low

initial velocity gives enough of a curve

to the trajectory to render it more

effective against trenches than the high

power gun with a flat trajectory. Of

course it has not the penetrating power

of the latter, but still has sufficient to

overcome any obstacles that are likely to

be opposed to it. In the fighting for

which it will be used, there will be no

strong fortifications or walls to be

beaten down, only trenches and light

shelters, for which small penetrating

effect will be needed and shrapnel

practically the only ammunition. The

gun is sighted up to 4,000 yards, and was

fired by me with good results at 3,200

yards. No greater range than 4,000 yardswill ever be required,
and most of the

fighting will be under 2,000 yards, at

which short ranges the gun is very accurate
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and effective. The shrapnel and shell used

is quite heavy enough. 12.5 pounds,

although a heavier one can be provided, if

required, and a sight scale is furnished forthe heavier
ammunition. The ammunition

used by me was made in England, the

fuzes being of the Krupp pattern, and the

action was perfect. I know of no reason

why equally good ammunition should not

be made in this country. The almost

complete control of the recoil by the

cylinders attached to the jacket is an

advantage that can not be over estimated,

if the gun is to be used under

circumstances calling for rapid fire. The

action of the cylinders is simple and they

can be filled with water if no other fluid

is available. The leakage was very slight,

even under unfavorable conditions. The

breech mechanism is very simple,

opening by a single motion, and can be

entirely taken apart without the use of any

tools. The coning of the breech block is

such that the largest surface is next to the

powder chamber where the greatest

resistance is needed, so that there is no

danger of the threads stripping. In fact, all

parts of the gun and carriage are so

constructed as to combine strength and

simplicity in the greatest possible degree.

On account of the jacket, one more

mule is required for the packing than with

the Hotchkiss. But the loads are so well

distributed that there is very little danger

of a mule giving out and there is not so

much need for spare mules as with the

other gun. The ammunition boxes are

well balanced on the mule, and the

ammunition is so well protected that there

is no danger from accidental explosions,

even though the mule should jump from a

bridge or roll down a bank. One artillery

officer stated to me that he considered thetime taken to lead
the mules into position

and to unpack and put together the gun as

a great drawback; that the 3.2-inch gun

could be brought up at a gallop by six

horses and unlimbered in a very much

shorter time. This might be true if all

conditions were favorable for the largergun. But in a country
with no roads, with

ditches to cross and bushes to penetrate, it

would seem to me that the advantage

would be in favor of the led animals.

When my unskilled detachment could

unpack the gun and place it in the firing

position within two minutes, I do not

consider that this matter of time would be

worthy of consideration, especially when

balanced against the many places in

which the mountain gun could be taken

and used, where the larger gun would be

absolutely unserviceable. Officers with

whom my detachments served stated that

they were thoroughly convinced that the

gun could be taken wherever an infantry

man could go without using his hands

for climbing. If all the light batteries

should be withdrawn from the field and

replaced by a lesser number of batteries

of these mountain guns, I am convinced

that the artillery work could be much

more effectively and creditably

performed, and there would be no

opportunity given for any complaint as

to delay being caused by the artillery.

My detachments were always ready in

the morning before the infantry, and

were often held back on the road by the

foot troops.

ORGANIZATION OF BATTERY

As to the organization of a mountain

battery, I was given no opportunity to

test that practically, as I was sent into

the field with three guns at the most, and

before going was directed to designate

the least number of men and animals

with which I would possibly get along,and this number was given
me at the

moment of departure. I had no spare

animals, and had one been disabled,
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would have been compelled to abandon a

portion of my outfit. By good luck, no

such misfortune happened to me. On my

way out to Manila, I obtained what worksI could on Mountain
Artillery, and

formulated a plan for the equipment of a

battery of six guns, which was submitted

to the Department Commander on my

arrival in Manila. In this plan, I estimated

that each battery should have one captain,

three lieutenants, total commissioned4;

one first sergeant, one quartermaster

sergeant, one stable sergeant, one

blacksmith, one saddler, two cooks, two

trumpeters, six sergeants, six corporals,

and ninety cannoneers. Total enlisted

111.

ANIMALS

For mounting officers, staf

sergeants and trumpeters. 9 horses

For mounting cooks,

blacksmith and saddler.... 4 mules

Gun mules ........................... 24 "

Ammunition ........................ 30 "

Blacksmith and saddler

outfit ............................... 3 "

Spare animals ...................... 15 "

Total animals ....................... 85

In addition to this each battery should

have a small pack train of about 15 mules

to carry rations, etc., if the battery is tomove as an
independent organization,

making a total of 100 animals. This is a

much smaller number than given for the

English mountain batteries, especially in

India, but it would seem to be ample for

all the ordinary requirements of service.

The pack train could be cared for on the

march by the quartermaster and stable

sergeants, cooks, blacksmith and saddler.

The service of the piece and drill forthese guns would be very
simple, and any

technical method would probably be

subject to more or less modification to

fulfil the requirements of actual service.*

* *

Very respectfully,

GEO. W. VAN DEUSEN,Captain, 7th U. S. Artillery.

The following cablegrams are to be

found in the "Correspondence Relating to

the War with Spain, etc.," Volume 2:

Page 936:

"A.G.O., Washington,

March 16, 1899.

"GENERAL OTIS, Manila:

Shall horses be sent with light batteries?

Mountain guns will be sent, x x x

CORBIN."

Page 1039:

"Manila.

(Received July 26,

1899la.m.)

"AGWAR, Washington:

Could use, in addition to guns on hand,

x x x 12 Hotchkiss mountain guns, 1.65,

with 5,000 shells for same. Use of heavy

field guns in campaigning swampy

country impracticable: request above be

sent.

OTIS."

Page 1065:

"A.G.O., Washington,

September 8, 1899.

"OTIS, Manila:

Twelve mountain guns, 12-pounders,

with ammunition-packing outfit shipped

from London via Hongkong October 1.

Vickers-Maxim pattern instead of

Hotchkiss. CORBIN."

Page 1127:

"Manila.

(Received December 29,

18998:47 a.m.)

"Adjutant-General, Washington:

Colonel Lockett, with regiment, 2

battalions 46th, 1 45th, and company 27thInfantry, 2 guns,
Captain Van Deusen,

attacked enemy 600 strong on mountain

stronghold beyond Montalban, northeast
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San Mateo. Large number killed and

wounded, 24 prisoners taken. Lockett

captured 1 cannon, 40 rifles, 20,000 rounds

ammunition, 500 pounds powder, arsenalfortifications, all food
supplies and

considerable other property. This captured

point located on mountain trail and formerly

supposed to be impregnable. Our casualties,

Lieutenant Enslow, 11th Cavalry, and 5

enlisted men wounded, mostly slight;

Private Mattson. L. 45th Infantry, drowned.

OTIS."

Page 1131:

"Manila.

(Received January 12,

190010:19 a.m.)

"Adjutant-General, Washington:

x x x Schwan's column, consisting

squadron 4th, 1 of 11th Cavalry, 30th,

46th Infantry, and 6 Nordenfeldt guns,

under Captain Van Deusen, seized

Binang, Silang, Naic, scattering enemy,

who were severely punished. x x x

OTIS."

Extract from the Regimental Returns

of the 6th U. S. Artillery:

"Battery E. x x x A detachment of 1

first sergeant, 2 sergeants, 3 corporals,

and 30 privates of Battery E. under

command of Captain G. W. VanDusen,

7th Artillery, with two M N

Mountain Guns left Manila, P. I.,December 25, 1899; took part in
an

engagement with insurgents at Montalban,

Luzon, December 27, 1899. Participated in

the campaign of 'Schwan's Expeditionary

Brigade,' in Southern Luzon from January

3, to February 10, 1900; skirmish at

Montinlupa, January 6, 1900; engagement

at San Pablo, Luzon, January 21, 1900.

Returned to station in Manila, P. I.,

February 10, 1900. No casualties."Extracts from Annual Reports
of the

War Department, 1900; Volume 1: Part

4pp. 367-8:

"Montalban.

December 27, 1899.

"General Schwan, Chief of Staff,

Manila:Yesterday the cavalry was sent to

detour around north flank of insurgent's

position and Johnson's infantry around

south flank across mountain, 45th was sent

up east bank of river. Johnson failed to get

through last night; sent him this morning

up hogback to turn south flank and

supported him with one company 27th

Infantry, and one troop dismounted

squadron 11th Cavalry, Too, two battalions

46th Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Pratt

commanding, up Montalban road; formed

line toward east; 2 guns, under Captain

Van Deusen, between the two battalions of

the 46th Infantry, opened fire upon the

enemy's point. Insurgents were posted in

strong fortified positions on both sides of

the river. Had battery with one breech-

loading cannon, supported by a battalion of

infantry, just south of river where it comes

out of the mountains. The attack was a

complete success. Cavalry squadron got in

rear of the flank by the hardest kind of

work. Johnson's infantry is up on mountain

yet. As the front attack broke the enemy

the cavalry troop poured in withering

volleys and sent him in a wild scramble

through the brush. Lieutenant-Colonel

Pratt pushed part of his command up

mountain side, turned right of battery in

brush, and found a breech-loading cannon.

We have captured about 24 rifles, 20,000

rounds of ammunition, 500 pounds of

powder, reloading outfit, and material for

making projectiles. The opportunity was

furnished and a great number of the enemy

should have been killed. Tomorrow I will

search out the hills and destroy the telegraph

lines. The command which defended thisposition has been
thoroughly scattered over

as rough a country as I ever saw. Our

casualties are, as far as I can learn, 1
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officer and 2 men, 11th Cavalry, wounded,

3 men, 46th Infantry, wounded, and 1 man.

45th Infantry, drowned.

LOCKETT, Colonel.""Montalban,

December 28, 1899.

"Chief of Staff, Manila:

After sending telegram yesterday,

captured 10 additional rifles and some

prisoners. Johnson's battalion, 29th

Infantry, and Miller's battalion, 46th, still

on the mountain. Have not yet received

report from them. Carson's squadron

moved toward San Jose by way of San

Mateo this morning.

LOCKETT, Colonel."

"Montalban,

December 28, 1899.

"Chief of Staff, Manila:

Major Miller's battalion has just returned.

It went back 3 miles through the mountains.

Found no considerable body of Filipinos.

The entire command is now in the vicinity

of Montalban. Company of 45th Infantry on

outpost duty at insurgent stronghold killed 3

Filipinos this a.m., and captured their guns.

Filipino prisoners report insurgent troops

without food and that they have no food

supplies in the mountains. The strong

insurgent fort north of the river and arsenal

have been destroyed. We have secured 16

bales of telegraph wire. Shall I continue to

hunt small insurgent detachments out of the

mountains?

LOCKETT, Colonel."

"Montalban.

December 29, 1899.

"Chief of Staff, Manila:

Insurgent forces fronting Montalban

were attacked by troops under my comhand

and defeated. They occupied a front of 3

miles on both sides of the river in foothills

and on mountain sides. We turned bothflanks by troops sent out
on afternoon of the

26th and smashed the center. Flying

insurgents were intercepted by dismounted

cavalry, which had circled north end of line,

and were driven up mountains. The infantry

which had turned left flank were on hand to

catch them on mountains. Result was granddisintegration.
Mountain side and paths are

covered with dense thickets of bamboo,

almost impenetrable. All the troops now in

except Major Miller with five companies of

the 46th. Will not be down until tonight or

tomorrow morning. About 80 known to

have been killed, several wounded, and 24

captured. The loss was necessarily much

greater, but the men did not stop to hunt for

bodies in dense grass and jungle. We

captured their gun arsenal and quantities of

ammunition, and supplies of all sorts have

been captured and destroyed. We got their

reloading outfit, telegraph instruments,

lineman's outfit, and 40 rifles. The

movement was a complete success. Our loss

was 1 officer and 6 men wounded and 1

man drowned. Several cases of heat

prostration. Major Carson's squadron was

sent to San Jose, with four days' rations on

pack mules.

LOCKETT, Colonel."

Part 6p. 641:

"Schwan's Expeditionary Brigade.

"Detachment 6th U. S. Artillery, with 3

Maxim-Nordenfeldt guns, under Capt. G.

W. Van Deusen, 7th U. S. Artillery, x x x."

p. 658:

"The artillery under Captains Reilly,

Van Deusen, and Koehler, and Lieutenants

Kenly and Buckey, was well handled and

did good service. The guns employed were

the 3.2 field Hotchkiss mountain, Colt

automatic, Gatling, and the Maxim-

Nordenfeldt. The Maxim-Nordenfeldt gave

especially satisfactory results, and it seems

to be peculiarly adapted to the nature of the

warfare in these islands."

The guns in question, referred to asMaxim-Nordenfeldts, were
according to

the Ordnance Department reports,

Vickers-Maxim 75-mm. mountain guns
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(pack). The following extract is from the

Report of the Board of Ordnance and

Fortifications, dated October 31, 1900; p.

163:"Rapid Fire Guns and Mounts:

The Vickers-Maxim 75-mm. mountain

gun. This gun was adopted as a type

for the service to the extent of supplying

the immediate necessities of troops in the

field, and two complete 6-gun batteries

with pack equipment and ammunition

were purchased (in London) and sent to

the Philippines for service test. Reports

received from the artillery officers in

charge of these guns having been

favorable, two additional batteries were

recently purchased from the

manufacturers.

Extract from the Report of the Chief of

Ordnance, 1900; p. 36:

"Mountain Guns.

"The last year brought a considerable

demand upon the Department for guns

of this class. Our Army previously had

but little experience with them, though

the Department had placed several

batteries of them in the hands of troops

in the Indian country at various times

between 1887 and 1894, and has for

over 12 years had a small stock of them

in store. Officers found but little use for

them and preferred the standard field

guns. In a country which has roads,which is little encumbered
with forests,

and permits the ready movement of field

guns, they will always be preferred, and

the mountain gun is thus but one to be

employed where field guns are

impracticable. In response to

requisitions from the Philippines, all the

mountain guns on hand were sent to

Manila, and two 6-gun batteries of 3-

inch 12-pounder mountain guns were

purchased by order of the Secretary of

War from Vickers, Sons & Maxim,

London, and also shipped to Manila with

packing outfits. Another type of

mountain gun which has been called for

frequently is the 2-pounder Hotchkiss,

caliber 1.67 inches, which has been

furnished by the American Ordnance

Company, of Bridgeport, Conn."

This was not the first use of pack

artillery in our Army. We had it before

the Mexican War; one battery was in

action in that war; and it is possible that

others had been used before that in Indian

campaigns.

Changes in the Office, Chief ofField ArtilleryLieutenant Colonel
John B.

Anderson has arrived, from Fort

Leavenworth, to the office of the

Chief of Field Artillery to relieve

Colonel F. A. Doniat as Personnel

Officer. Colonel Doniat has become

the chief of the War Plans Section,relieving Lieutenant Colonel
T. J. J.

Christian, who is ordered to the field

artillery of the 2d Division. Lieutenant

Colonel Louis Hibbs, former chief of

the Materiel Section, has been ordered

to the United States Military

Academy, and will be relieved by

Major Rex W. Beasley, from the 1st FA,

Fort Sill. The assistant Materiel officer,

Major J. R. Sheetz, has been relieved toattend the Army War
College. His

successor is Major Jay W. MacKelvie,

from the 83d FA, Fort Benning, Ga.
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XPERIMENTS at The Field

Artillery School in direct layingon moving targets with the
new

weapons, 75-mm. howitzer, and 75-mm.

gun, M-2, have developed some

interesting results.

Both pieces are designed to be used

with the new elbow sight, which has not

yet, however, been issued for the M-2.

Artillerymen unfamiliar with this device

will be interested in an account of its

operation.The elbow sight is seated on the right

of the piece, and the cannoneer, usually

No. 1, who operates the elevating

handwheel, uses a horizontal hair in the

reticule to lay on the base of the target.

The reticule has no vertical hair, but has a

series of stadia horizontal lines, each of

which has a range etched on it. Both

angle of site and elevation are obtained

for direct laying, then, when the haircorresponding to the
announced range is

placed at the target base.

The gunner lays for direction with the

panoramic sight, as now, but is concerned

with the vertical hair, as there is no

elevating handwheel on his side of thetrail. By this means a
high degree of

accuracy in laying on a moving target can

be maintained. The etched reticule range

scale extends from 4(00) to 30(00) yards,

and it is interesting to note that while the

difference in mils of elevation between

the last two ranges is over twice as great

as for the mil-difference between the first

twothat is, between 400-600 and 2800-

3000the reticule distance is but slightlyincreased at the longer
range, and the

proper range setting can be read with

ease.

Using the new elbow telescope with

the 75-mm. howitzer, for which it is

issued, a battery of the 18th FA was

"cited" in the Daily Memorandum of the

Field Artillery School, April 7, 1938, as

follows:

* * *"MOVING TARGETS: The following

constitutes a record never before

approached, to the knowledge of the

Gunnery Department: DATE: April 5,

1938. GUN CREW: 2d Section, Btry B

18th FA Sgt. O. C. Hill, Chief of Section;

PFC R. L. Roberts, Gunner; Pvt C. W.

Lefland, No. 1; Pvt. W. V. Whitsell, No.

2; Lt. Tisdale, Regular Class, conducting

fire.

NO. 1 USING THE ELBOW SIGHT

GUN: 75-mm. howitzerfiring

precussion shrapnel. TARGET: Size:

Smaller than Renault Tank. Speed: 15

MPH. Course: 500 yds. on 3-leg zigzag.

Largest number of hits obtained on

middle leg of course, where target was

moving at about 60 Deg. from direction

of fire. RANGES: Fire opened at 800 yds.

Fire stopped at 300 yds. TIME

EXPOSED: 1 min. 12 sec. ROUNDSFIRED: 19 (16 RGM). NUMBER OF

DIRECT HITS: 10."

This battery was commanded by Captain
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SERGEANT HILL'S CREW AND THEIR 75-MM. FIELD HOWITZER

SECOND SECTION, BATTERY B. FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY AND THEIR
75-MM. GUN.M2, WITH 37-MM. MOUNTLeft to right: Privates Clayton M.
Kendrick and Dave Pool, Sergeant Lawrence C. White, Chief
ofSection; Private Oscar F. Pulis, Corporal Harold S. Frederick,
Gunner; Privates Richard Byers and FrankH. Canady.
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Homer W. Kiefer, with 2d Lt. W. C.

Westmoreland as executive. Captain

Kiefer reports that a week later subcaliber

firing, with a 37-mm. mounted on thetube, obtained 14 hits out
of 20 on a

similar run. He points out, however, that,

lacking muzzle blast and recoil to disturb

the laying, this was not as conclusive as

the service round firing.

Another unit of School Troops, Battery B

First FA, armed with the 75-mm. Gun, M-2,

employed 37-mm. sub-caliber for its

moving-target shooting, as the elbow sight

has not yet been issued for that piece. The

gun crew, firing at a regular instruction

session for the School, with a target assigned

to 1st Lt. S. E. Otto, obtained 10 direct hits

out of 13 rounds fired in 63 seconds, at a

target 3 feet high, moving at 20 MPH.

False ranges were used, because of

subcaliber employment. Firing began atannounced ranges of 1400
to 1900, and

dropped as low as 600 before the

command, "Cease Firing." A false site

also was employed. The gunner, of

course, could lay only for direction; the

bubble had to be leveled by No. 1 for

each round, since he had no sight. Firing

began and continued with angle of site

minus 20. Captain John M. Hamilton

commands this battery and Lt. J. F.

Ammerman is Executive. Lt. C. V.

Clifton reported the firing for THE FIELD

ARTILLERY JOURNAL.

Fifteenth Field Artillery sends three privates, Robert A.
Berman, Howard L.

Burris, and Wilfred C. Ford, to become plebes at the United
States Military

Academy.

First Classman Kenneth Glade, USMA, wins the Championship
Jumping

event at the West Point Horse Show, and with it the trophy
awarded by the

United States Field Artillery Association.

IN THE OPEN

Dry-point etching by Kerr EbyCourtesy of Charles Sessler,
Philadelphia
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The French Had a Word for It, TooBY CAPTAIN GEORGE D. VANTURE,
FA

OME years ago there appeared in

the service press a brief article in

which the infantryman author

inveighed against the growing tendency

in the military service to use "three dollar

words" which few understood, instead of

words of two syllables, intelligible to all.

Among the words mentioned was

"liaison." It was the author's contention

that the good old English word "contact"

meant the same thing, and was more

readily understood by the multitude.

If that infantry officer's opinion is

shared by many of his brothers-in-arms

and I fear it isthen perhaps we have

some clue as to why the ideal of the close

"Infantry-Artillery Team" has, up to now,

failed of materialization. We don't speak

the same language.

There is no single English word that

means the same thing as liaison. The

French had a word for itand we took it

into our language long before the advent

of the World War. Not into our military

language, however, for we most

frequently encountered it in the breezier

novels. I will not dwell on the

implications, which are, however,

significant.

But the French used it to express therelations they desired
between their

Infantry and Artillery.

During the twenty years that have

elapsed since the War, the field artillery

seems to have been left entirely alone by

the other party to the liaison.

The field artillery has striven

mightilymuch progress has been

madebut the ideal is far from

fulfillment, and the impasse will remainuntil the infantry
realizes that it isn't just

"contact" that is needed. Liaison can be

attained only by mutual cooperation.

During the first few years that

followed the war, the artillery seems to

have taken liaison to mean contact, too,

for they looked on the problem as one of

communication onlyas every second

lieutenant who served in either the

Second or Hawaiian Division, or on any

post at which infantry and artillery

engaged in joint maneuvers, knows only

too well.

In those days the idea was to get

communication, and it had to be wire

"The radio won't work." Tables of

organization and equipment provided for

neither personnel nor equipment for

solely liaison purposes. Types of

equipment and numbers of personnel

engaged were as varied as the

commanders of the various units.

I vividly recall one maneuver in which

I was a battalion liaison officer. My detail

consisted of forty enlisted men scraped up

throughout the entire battalion. All,

including the liaison officer, were girded

with three coils of outpost wire each, one

over each shoulder and the third around

the neck or waist, whichever suited the

wearer's fancy. This wire was supposed to

be laid by the creep, crawl, and tug

method, because the brigade commanderstated that mechanical
means of laying

wire could not exist on the forward part

of the field of battle. The general claimed

that since the infantry had found it

impossible to maintain wire

communication further forward than the

battalions, there was no point in the

artillery trying it.

If necessity is the mother of

invention, then laziness can lay claim tofathering a few of
them, for after a few

lieutenants had engaged in this manner

of laying wire, there was a deluge of
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